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AUGUST PROGRAM 

AUCTION!!!! 
 

 As our yearly auction month comes 

near, the RULES and ASSUMPTIONS with the 

Dealer Sheets were mailed out to all 

members.  They will be added to this 

newsletter mailing (if I remember to do so) 

so all planning to enjoy this evening know 

what can and should not be done!  A Early 

Start is planned to “quickly” go over some 

business and then the Auction will start after 

a quick reminder of the procedures we will 

follow.  Ralph and myself will be your 

auctioneers for this event once again. 

 So be early sellers bring your goods 

with the proper paperwork and buyers -

BRING YOUR $$$!!   

 

SMRMC  MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order at 
7:00 by Diane Etherton, filling in for Tim 
Smith, who is on vacation.  38 in attendance, 
including several first-time guests.  We met in 
the larger hall because there were no lights 
operational in our usual room.   

 

 

Many thanks to Sandy for swapping 
the room and to all who moved tables and 
chairs over and back. 

Special note: Our August meeting 
begins at 5:30 pm!  

TREASURER:  The club’s account is in good 
standing. 

MEMBERSHIP: 116:  102 adults and 14 junior 
members paid for the year  

FACEBOOK: 1,167 and growing steadily. 

PROGRAM: August – auction, September – 
Jill on the planet Venus; October – Dr. 
Godfrey; November – Gary Lohman on 
meteorites and tektites; December – 
Christmas party  

Snacks: Thanks to Greta Gormley and Becky 
Ammar for snacks tonight! August - Paula, 
Ralph; September – Sue Knower; October – 
Carol and Al Raucheisen, Polly Zimmerman; 
November – Cindy Lohman; December – pot 
luck. 

 

Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club  
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AUCTION: Becky Ammar volunteered, to be 
assisted by her daughter, to keep records for 
the auction. Rich will send more information 
by email to all members. Anyone may buy 
(cash only), but only members may sell (cash 
and check).   

FIELD TRIPS: Dave Lines reported on the field 
trip to Point of Rocks and Silver Spring on July 
11.  He announced an upcoming field trip to 
Texas Quarry on August 15.  Rich gave a slide 
show about the quarry, which has provided 
marble for many buildings in Maryland.  Also 
to come: field day at Tina and Harry Lee’s 
place on September 12 to dig for limonite 
after pyrite pseudomorphs.  This trip is 
especially good for kids as the Teagues put 
varied specimens out around the pasture for 
kids to find. Bring a side dish to share; more 
details to come.  Also, a trip to Dilwyn, 
Virginia, for kyanite, etc. will probably be on 
September 26.  Maybe this year it won’t rain.  
SMRMC July 28, 2026 meeting --- Field Trips 
Report by Dave Lines  

General note: Dues must be paid up to date 
to attend field trips (Insurance Rules).  

Recent past field trips  

JULY 11 --- Two locations --- Part (1) Silver 
Spring, MD --- We collected weathered 
almandine garnets (dodecahedron) to ¾” 
diameter plus black tourmaline (schorl) xls in 
mica schist, white and smoky quartz, calcite 
crystals (not native?).  Part (2) Point of Rocks, 
MD for blue quartz, meta basalt, jasper, 
epidote, colonial pottery, native American 
artifact (1), and “Potomac Marble”.  15 
attendees  

 

 

Upcoming field trips 

AUGUST 8 --- CANCELLED --- Contrary Creek 
near Mineral, VA --- may try in 2027  

AUGUST 15 --- TEXAS QUARRY, 
COCKEYSVILLE, MD --- 7:45 am to Noon – Full 
Safety gear required for all ages including our 
youngsters.  Details are in Trip 
Announcement (emailed to all members on 
July 13).  What to collect:  Marble (white and 
white with green)-- some excellent lapidary 
grade; calcite crystals; pyrite and chalcopyrite 
crystals embedded in marble; dravite (brown 
tourmaline); fuchsite (green mica); tremolite; 
scapolite; smoky quartz; dolomite; fluorite; 
galena; microcline; serpentine; -- 22 valid 
minerals per Mindat.org.  Signup deadline is 
6 pm July 29th.  (23 signed up so far – 
including our Region IV EFMLS Vice President 
Bill Stephens)  

SEPTEMBER 12 --- FAMILY EVENT --- 9 am – 4 
pm.  Special invitation for a Rock Hunt & 
Picnic to the farm of members Harry and Tina 
near Lancaster, PA.  This is a repeat of a 
similar fun trip on 9-16-2023 (see trip report 
at SMRMC.org) to collect naturally occurring 
“devil’s dice” (pseudomorphs of limonite 
after cubic pyrite) --- H & T will also “hide” 
specimens for all kids to find (this is an 
“Easter egg hunt style” of rock hounding for 
our kids).  H&T will provide grilled burgers 
plus hotdogs, condiments, paper plates, cups 
and plastic ware–-- and we attendees --- will 
provide cold drinks (soda and bottled water), 
potluck sides and desserts).  We might also 
go to a nearby PA State Park after lunch to 
find other pseudomorphs of limonite after 
cubic pyrite along the lake shoreline.  Trip 
announcement in August.  This trip is 
“Weather permissible”.   
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SEPTEMBER 26 (CURRENT BEST GUESS) --- 
DILLWYN, VA to the Kyanite Corporation 
commercial mine for kyanite (blue, red, white 
xls), pyrite, iridescent hematite, plus 
numerous other minerals.  Full safety gear is 
required.  This joint trip with the Lynchburg 
VA club has been rained out for the past 2 
years due to hurricanes.  

OCTOBER 3 --- OUR ROCK SHOW --- 9:00 am 
to 4:00 pm.  Volunteers to help are welcome.  

NOVEMBER 7 --- RICHMOND (RGMS) ROCK 
SHOW AND SWAP. 9:00am - 3:00pm.   

WEBSITE: Bob is keeping it going, but he 
needs a replacement ASAP. 

OCTOBER SHOW: All the tables are sold. 
Kenny has ordered wrist bands to keep track 
of attendance at the show.  He believes we 
will have a coffee truck there, and we voted 
to spend $100 to purchase morning snacks 
for the vendors.  Diane volunteered to make 
sandwiches for them again. We discussed 
having more categories for door prizes, but it 
was decided that we can’t take 
on additional projects this year. Kenny is 
shopping around for more signs to put up the 
day of the show.   

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55, followed 
by door prizes from Dave Lines and snacks.  
The program featured activities to help 
identify minerals, including a new one on 
specific gravity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Best information on forecasted Tide 

Levels from Dave  

 Recommend you keep checking the 

“water levels” on the NOAA website  

https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/stationho

me.html?id=8577330  so you can choose the 

best location to look for fossils.  The water 

levels at Solomons Island will be similar to 

the those on the Bay.  Purse/Potomac River is 

4 hours later.  HAPPY HUNTING.   

 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 

REMINDER – To ensure your membership is 

up to date, PLEASE download the 

membership form from the SMRMC website 

and follow the renewing requirements!!  Up 

to date dues allows members to attend the 

field trips due to insurance requirements.   

Greta will be ready for those that 

have not paid their dues at each meeting. 

 

 
Holidays    

https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/stationhome.html?id=8577330%20
https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/stationhome.html?id=8577330%20
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News Stories with Possible Interest 5 
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Word Search 12 

SMRMC Staff 13 

Items Wanted/For Sale 13 

 

 
.  

2026 PROGRAMS/REFRESHMENTS SCHEDULE 

MONTH PROGRAM REFRESHMENTS 

25 AUG 2026 CLUB AUCTION Paula/Ralph 

22 SEP 2026 Planet Venus with Jill Sue 

27 OCT 2026 TBD with Dr. Godfrey Carole/Al/Polly 

24 NOV 2026 Meteorites with Gary Cindy 

22 DEC 2026 HOLIDAY PARTY (Date may change) POT LUCK 

JAN 2027 NO MEETING  

FEB 2027 NO MEETING  

23 MAR 2027 First Meeting of the YEAR - 2027 TBA 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS/ 
ODDS AND ENDS 

 
POUGHKEEPSIE, NY SEPTEMBER 19-20, 
2026 - - Mid-Hudson Valley Gem & Mineral 
Society, Inc. Gem, Mineral, Fossil, Jewelry 
Show & Sale! Gold’s Gym - 258 Titusville 
Road Poughkeepsie, New York September 
19 & 20, 2026 Sat. 10:00 - 5:00 / 
Sun. 10:00 - 4:00 SHOW THEME: “GEMS & 
MINERALS and CLASSIFICATION” 30 dealers 
– Minerals, Fossils, Jewelry, 
Beads, Gems! 6 Free Rocks for Kids at 
“Glitter Mountain” ! SLUICE at “Garnet 
Gulch” for Treasure ! FLUORESCENT 
MINERAL Display ! Earth Science 
SCAVENGER HUNT for MHV Students ! 
LAPIDARY DEMONSTRATIONS ! Displays of 
GEMS & MINERALS by VASSAR GEOLOGY 
MUSEUM and MHV Members WHOLESALE 
DEALER 
 
FRANKLIN, NJ SEPTEMBER 19-20, 2026 - - 
Saturday, September 19 (9 to 5) and Sunday 
September 20 (10-5) at the 
Franklin, New Jersey Firehouse (137 
Buckwheat Road, Franklin, New Jersey).  
This is both an indoor and outdoor show. 
Dealer fees for outside are $50 for a 15 by 
20-foot space with indoor dealers’ fees 
dependent on size of booth. (e.g., $500 
for a small booth and $600 for a large 
booth) Contact the Franklin Mineral 
Museum for more details. Public Admission 
is $7 
 
WALDORF, MD 3 OCTOBER 2026 - Show 

and Sale.  Southern Maryland Rock and 

Mineral Club.  Southern Maryland Rock, 

Mineral, and Fossil Show.  3074 Crain 

Highway (RT 301) Old Waldorf School, (next 

to the Jaycees Hall) Waldorf, MD.  9AM to 

4PM.  Adults, $3; Children 12 and under 

FREE with Adult.  Visit SMRMC.ORG for a $1 

Off Coupon.  Door Prizes.  Over 45 tables of 

Rocks, Crystals, Fossils, Handcrafted 

Jewelry, Lapidary, Minerals, Displays and a 

Fluorescent Tent.  Questions: Contact 

Kenny Jameson through the Website: 

WWW.SMRMC.ORG.   

 
EAST ROCHESTER, NY OCT. 24-25, 2026 - - 
Rochester Gem, Mineral, Jewelry-Fossil 
Show and Sale at Total Sports 
Experience, 435 West Commercial Street, 
East Rochester, NY. Event times: 10 AM to 6 
PM on Saturday and 10 AM to 5 
PM on Sunday.  For more information, visit 

Rochester Lapidary Society. 

 
WEST CHESTER, PA NOVEMBER 14, 2026 - - 
EFMLS Convention in conjunction with 
FMPA Annual Symposium, Saturday, 
November 14, 2026, with a field trip the 
following day.  Registration will begin 
September 1, 2026 and will be on FMPA’s 
website. 
 

NEWS STORIES WITH POSSIBLE 
INTEREST  

 
In 1948, scientists left a giant fossil on an Arctic 

island because they could not carry it; 78 years 

later it became a record-size new predator - 

The Times of India 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/scienc

e/in-1948-scientists-left-a-giant-fossil-on-

an-arctic-island-because-they-could-not-

carry-it-78-years-later-it-became-a-record-

size-new-

predator/amp_articleshow/133272103.cms 

 

150-million-year-old dinosaur footprints 

reveal something strange about its walk | 

ScienceDaily 

WWW.SMRMC.ORG
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/science/in-1948-scientists-left-a-giant-fossil-on-an-arctic-island-because-they-could-not-carry-it-78-years-later-it-became-a-record-size-new-predator/amp_articleshow/133272103.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/science/in-1948-scientists-left-a-giant-fossil-on-an-arctic-island-because-they-could-not-carry-it-78-years-later-it-became-a-record-size-new-predator/amp_articleshow/133272103.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/science/in-1948-scientists-left-a-giant-fossil-on-an-arctic-island-because-they-could-not-carry-it-78-years-later-it-became-a-record-size-new-predator/amp_articleshow/133272103.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/science/in-1948-scientists-left-a-giant-fossil-on-an-arctic-island-because-they-could-not-carry-it-78-years-later-it-became-a-record-size-new-predator/amp_articleshow/133272103.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/science/in-1948-scientists-left-a-giant-fossil-on-an-arctic-island-because-they-could-not-carry-it-78-years-later-it-became-a-record-size-new-predator/amp_articleshow/133272103.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/science/in-1948-scientists-left-a-giant-fossil-on-an-arctic-island-because-they-could-not-carry-it-78-years-later-it-became-a-record-size-new-predator/amp_articleshow/133272103.cms
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https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/20

26/08/260810015727.htm 

 

Tougher than armour, hard as diamond: 

China’s unbreakable crystal breakthrough 

| South China Morning Post 

https://amp.scmp.com/news/china/science

/article/3362770/tougher-armour-hard-

diamond-chinas-unbreakable-crystal-

breakthrough 

 

Ranked: The World's Biggest Mineral Fuel 

Producers 

https://www.visualcapitalist.com/ranked-

the-worlds-biggest-mineral-fuel-producers/ 

 
Arctic fossil abandoned in 1948 proves to 
be record-size Triassic hunter 
https://phys.org/news/2026-08-arctic-
fossil-abandoned-size-triassic.html 
 
Britain’s Jurassic gold rush:  the fossil 
hunters chasing fortunes on Dorset’s 
beaches 
https://apple.news/ApG8pr35jSsiXQsaKSFh
Hvg 
 
Guinea gives exclusive rights to its most 
precious mineral to the world’s largest 
mining company | Business Insider Africa 
https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/ma
rkets/guinea-gives-exclusive-rights-to-its-
most-precious-mineral-to-the-worlds-
largest/xg7djl8 
 
More than 45,000 meteorites have been 
collected from Antarctica, not because 
more fall there, but because flowing ice 
carries dark rocks into blue-ice stranding 
zones while the wind strips away snow, 
concentrating pieces of the Moon, Mars 
and asteroids... 

https://spacedaily.com/t-more-than-45000-
meteorites-have-been-collected-from-
antarctica-not-because-more-fall-there-but-
because-flowing-ice-carries-dark-rocks-into-
blue-ice-stranding-zones-while-the-wind-
strips-away-snow/ 
 
In 2016, someone walking past a drying 
pond in Thailand noticed a few strange 
rocks. Ten years later, those 'rocks' turned 
out to be a 27-metre, 27-tonne dinosaur, 
the largest ever found in Southeast Asia - 
ScienceBlog.com 
https://scienceblog.com/d-in-2016-
someone-walking-past-a-drying-pond-in-
thailand-noticed-a-few-strange-rocks-ten-
years-later-those-rocks-turned-out-to-be-a-
27-metre-27-tonne-dinosaur-the-largest-
ever-found-in-southeast/ 
 
California’s geothermal plants bring 21,500 
tonnes of lithium to the surface every year, 
then pump the metal-rich brine back 
underground - The Times of India 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/scienc
e/californias-geothermal-plants-bring-
21500-tonnes-of-lithium-to-the-surface-
every-year-then-pump-the-metal-rich-
brine-back-
underground/amp_articleshow/132602437.
cms 
 
US heavy rare earth project reports 
standout yttrium grades in Idaho 
https://interestingengineering.com/energy/
idaho-heavy-rare-earth-yttrium-discovery 
 
Japan finds multiple rare earth elements in 
deep-water mining in Pacific - Japan Today 
https://japantoday.com/category/national/
update1-japan-finds-multiple-rare-earth-
elements-in-deep-water-mining-in-pacific 
 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/08/260810015727.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/08/260810015727.htm
https://amp.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/3362770/tougher-armour-hard-diamond-chinas-unbreakable-crystal-breakthrough
https://amp.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/3362770/tougher-armour-hard-diamond-chinas-unbreakable-crystal-breakthrough
https://amp.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/3362770/tougher-armour-hard-diamond-chinas-unbreakable-crystal-breakthrough
https://amp.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/3362770/tougher-armour-hard-diamond-chinas-unbreakable-crystal-breakthrough
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/ranked-the-worlds-biggest-mineral-fuel-producers/
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/ranked-the-worlds-biggest-mineral-fuel-producers/
https://phys.org/news/2026-08-arctic-fossil-abandoned-size-triassic.html
https://phys.org/news/2026-08-arctic-fossil-abandoned-size-triassic.html
https://apple.news/ApG8pr35jSsiXQsaKSFhHvg
https://apple.news/ApG8pr35jSsiXQsaKSFhHvg
https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/markets/guinea-gives-exclusive-rights-to-its-most-precious-mineral-to-the-worlds-largest/xg7djl8
https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/markets/guinea-gives-exclusive-rights-to-its-most-precious-mineral-to-the-worlds-largest/xg7djl8
https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/markets/guinea-gives-exclusive-rights-to-its-most-precious-mineral-to-the-worlds-largest/xg7djl8
https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/markets/guinea-gives-exclusive-rights-to-its-most-precious-mineral-to-the-worlds-largest/xg7djl8
https://spacedaily.com/t-more-than-45000-meteorites-have-been-collected-from-antarctica-not-because-more-fall-there-but-because-flowing-ice-carries-dark-rocks-into-blue-ice-stranding-zones-while-the-wind-strips-away-snow/
https://spacedaily.com/t-more-than-45000-meteorites-have-been-collected-from-antarctica-not-because-more-fall-there-but-because-flowing-ice-carries-dark-rocks-into-blue-ice-stranding-zones-while-the-wind-strips-away-snow/
https://spacedaily.com/t-more-than-45000-meteorites-have-been-collected-from-antarctica-not-because-more-fall-there-but-because-flowing-ice-carries-dark-rocks-into-blue-ice-stranding-zones-while-the-wind-strips-away-snow/
https://spacedaily.com/t-more-than-45000-meteorites-have-been-collected-from-antarctica-not-because-more-fall-there-but-because-flowing-ice-carries-dark-rocks-into-blue-ice-stranding-zones-while-the-wind-strips-away-snow/
https://spacedaily.com/t-more-than-45000-meteorites-have-been-collected-from-antarctica-not-because-more-fall-there-but-because-flowing-ice-carries-dark-rocks-into-blue-ice-stranding-zones-while-the-wind-strips-away-snow/
https://spacedaily.com/t-more-than-45000-meteorites-have-been-collected-from-antarctica-not-because-more-fall-there-but-because-flowing-ice-carries-dark-rocks-into-blue-ice-stranding-zones-while-the-wind-strips-away-snow/
https://scienceblog.com/d-in-2016-someone-walking-past-a-drying-pond-in-thailand-noticed-a-few-strange-rocks-ten-years-later-those-rocks-turned-out-to-be-a-27-metre-27-tonne-dinosaur-the-largest-ever-found-in-southeast/
https://scienceblog.com/d-in-2016-someone-walking-past-a-drying-pond-in-thailand-noticed-a-few-strange-rocks-ten-years-later-those-rocks-turned-out-to-be-a-27-metre-27-tonne-dinosaur-the-largest-ever-found-in-southeast/
https://scienceblog.com/d-in-2016-someone-walking-past-a-drying-pond-in-thailand-noticed-a-few-strange-rocks-ten-years-later-those-rocks-turned-out-to-be-a-27-metre-27-tonne-dinosaur-the-largest-ever-found-in-southeast/
https://scienceblog.com/d-in-2016-someone-walking-past-a-drying-pond-in-thailand-noticed-a-few-strange-rocks-ten-years-later-those-rocks-turned-out-to-be-a-27-metre-27-tonne-dinosaur-the-largest-ever-found-in-southeast/
https://scienceblog.com/d-in-2016-someone-walking-past-a-drying-pond-in-thailand-noticed-a-few-strange-rocks-ten-years-later-those-rocks-turned-out-to-be-a-27-metre-27-tonne-dinosaur-the-largest-ever-found-in-southeast/
https://scienceblog.com/d-in-2016-someone-walking-past-a-drying-pond-in-thailand-noticed-a-few-strange-rocks-ten-years-later-those-rocks-turned-out-to-be-a-27-metre-27-tonne-dinosaur-the-largest-ever-found-in-southeast/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/science/californias-geothermal-plants-bring-21500-tonnes-of-lithium-to-the-surface-every-year-then-pump-the-metal-rich-brine-back-underground/amp_articleshow/132602437.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/science/californias-geothermal-plants-bring-21500-tonnes-of-lithium-to-the-surface-every-year-then-pump-the-metal-rich-brine-back-underground/amp_articleshow/132602437.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/science/californias-geothermal-plants-bring-21500-tonnes-of-lithium-to-the-surface-every-year-then-pump-the-metal-rich-brine-back-underground/amp_articleshow/132602437.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/science/californias-geothermal-plants-bring-21500-tonnes-of-lithium-to-the-surface-every-year-then-pump-the-metal-rich-brine-back-underground/amp_articleshow/132602437.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/science/californias-geothermal-plants-bring-21500-tonnes-of-lithium-to-the-surface-every-year-then-pump-the-metal-rich-brine-back-underground/amp_articleshow/132602437.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/science/californias-geothermal-plants-bring-21500-tonnes-of-lithium-to-the-surface-every-year-then-pump-the-metal-rich-brine-back-underground/amp_articleshow/132602437.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/science/californias-geothermal-plants-bring-21500-tonnes-of-lithium-to-the-surface-every-year-then-pump-the-metal-rich-brine-back-underground/amp_articleshow/132602437.cms
https://interestingengineering.com/energy/idaho-heavy-rare-earth-yttrium-discovery
https://interestingengineering.com/energy/idaho-heavy-rare-earth-yttrium-discovery
https://japantoday.com/category/national/update1-japan-finds-multiple-rare-earth-elements-in-deep-water-mining-in-pacific
https://japantoday.com/category/national/update1-japan-finds-multiple-rare-earth-elements-in-deep-water-mining-in-pacific
https://japantoday.com/category/national/update1-japan-finds-multiple-rare-earth-elements-in-deep-water-mining-in-pacific
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Amateur astronomer discovers 390-
million-year-old meteorite impact crater in 
Quebec - ABC News 
https://abcnews.com/amp/International/a
mateur-astronomer-discovers-390-million-
year-meteorite-impact/story?id=135016127 
 

“On the Rocks” 

Trip report for July 11, 2026 by Dave Lines, 
Pictures by Dave Lines, Renee Newquist and 
Tim Smith. 

 

Everybody likes to find stuff.  So, our 
first stop in Silver Spring was great fun.  We 
(*15 Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral 
Club members: Tim and Lorna, Rich, Dave, 
Renee, John W., Cheryl and Mark, Ray and 
Lily, Greta, Logan and Tiffany K., Julie, and 
Debbie) all arrived on time by 9:00 am.  Our 
first order of business was to check out a 
flat of specimens found previously here by 
Dave.  Then we took a group picture and 
headed down a trail to a small creek.  The 
creek was beautiful --- clear water and lots 
of rocks in sizes from sand and pea gravel to 
large boulders.  Our goal was to find 
dodecahedron (soccer ball) shaped 
almandine garnets and associated minerals 
like mica, mica schist, schorl (black 

tourmaline), and smoky, clear and white 
quartz.  I briefly demonstrated how to find 
the garnets –-- and found none.  We moved 
upstream and continued to search until we 
found some. 

 

The experience level of our group 
ranged from “newbie” to “expert”, so the 
more knowledgeable folks could help those 
who asked.  Of course, we had some who 
wanted to identify every rock.  When we 
saw that it was not a collectible rock, we 
introduced the newbies to the term 
“leaverite” (leave ‘er right there).  They 
loved it.  Armed with this new knowledge, 
they could now proudly tell others.  Fun!  
Fun!  Fun!  

 

https://abcnews.com/amp/International/amateur-astronomer-discovers-390-million-year-meteorite-impact/story?id=135016127
https://abcnews.com/amp/International/amateur-astronomer-discovers-390-million-year-meteorite-impact/story?id=135016127
https://abcnews.com/amp/International/amateur-astronomer-discovers-390-million-year-meteorite-impact/story?id=135016127
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We all learned something useful.  
Like “turn the rock over and see what is on 
the other side before you discard it”.  Or “a 
good place to find loose garnets is behind a 
large boulder”.  “Garnets are a little bit 
heavier than the other gravel”.  “Small 
garnets are close to the top and big garnets 
are found deeper in the gravel.”  “Some of 
the chunks of mica schist had garnets 
embedded --- some had schorl – some had 
both.”  John W., with his sharp eyes, even 
found some calcite crystals in limestone 
matrix (not a native rock to this stream, so 
they probably came from the limestone 
boulders, riprap, and gravel trucked in from 
elsewhere for erosion control of the stream 
banks.)

 

At 11:00 “ish”, it was time to head 
(separately) to our next destination about 
an hour away in Frederick County.  Our 
rendezvous was a great ice cream place 
named “Rocky Point Creamery” near the 
town of Point of Rocks.  They make their ice 
cream from their own dairy cows on the 
farm right behind the creamery.  Their 
Facebook page says their 130 flavors of ice 

cream have 14% butterfat.  Since all of us 
had eaten our pre-packed lunch sandwiches 
enroute, the Rocky Point ice cream was a 
perfect dessert.  Wow --- it was really good! 

 

While the rest of our group 
remained and ate the goodies, Rich and I 
did a brief reconnoiter trip across the 
Potomac River to the Virginia side at a boat 
launch location.  When we returned, I 
showed the group a flat of rocks from our 
next location that I had found several years 
ago.  We caravanned across the nearby 
bridge to our next destination on the shores 
of the Potomac River where our target 
rocks were: blue quartz, jasper, epidote, 
unakite, clear and smoky quartz, meta 
basalt, and (for the lucky few) native 
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American artifacts.  We were not 
disappointed.  

 

The gravel bar where we searched 
was about 2 acres in size with about half 
covered with vegetation (vines and weeds).  
We spread out and looked back and forth 
for over an hour.  Virtually everyone found 
enough material to be happy.  Some 
collected the target rocks.  Some took home 
the small clam shells and freshwater mussel 
shells which had a nice shiny mother of 
pearl coating on the inside.  Some collected 
various pieces of broken glass (future sea 
glass?).  I even found 2 pieces of colonial 
dishware.  Remember --- the Potomac River 
has a long history of floods which ravished 
the towns along the river.  All the bits of 
stuff inside those washed away homes is 
still somewhere in the river.  And the same 
applied to the Native Americans who lived 
adjacent to, farmed, hunted, and traveled 
by canoe on the river. So, it is not surprising 
that some of their artifacts still exist in and 
along the river. Indeed, I was the lucky 
person who found one of those artifacts.  In 

plain sight laying on top of the gravel bar --- 
“on the rocks” so to speak.  A projectile 
point (probably an atlatl point) between 
4,000 and 6,000 years old made of black 
chert.  Although the tip was missing, I was 
happy. 

 

Between 1:00 and 2:00 pm, folks in 
our group began to head home or to 
Frederick to the “GTC Rock Shop”.  Seven of 
us decided to return to Rocky Point 
Creamery where we parked again.  Earlier, I 
had called the farm owner (who was sitting 
on a beach somewhere enjoying his 
vacation) and he had given us permission to 
collect some “Potomac Marble” on his farm.  
Potomac Marble is an unusual rock 
composed of rounded pieces of light gray 
colored limestone embedded in a mauve to 
reddish colored marble matrix.  Between 
1815 and 1819, it was quarried and used to 
rebuild and decorate the interior Senate 
chamber and the old Hall of the House of 
Representatives in the U.S. Capitol after the 
British burned the building in the War of 
1812.  It is called “calico rock” locally in the 
Point of Rocks area.  Farmers hate it 
because it damages their farm equipment.  
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Indeed, we saw where a bush hog had run 
over and broken open a large chunk of 
Potomac Marble.  Long story short --- we all 
found enough to collect some excellent 
specimens.  And we left tons of it in the 
woods. 

 

All in all, it was another great field 
trip --- excellent weather, lots of interesting 
stuff to find, and we all stayed safe. 
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Rock and Gem Word Search – (REPRINT FROM SEPT 2020) 
by Rich Simcsak 

 
 This is a first attempt to have the newsletter something people do more 
than read and delete from their email.  If this is seen as a "good thing" for the 
newsletter to make it a bit more interactive, I will attempt to continue with 
other Themed Word Searches.  Recommendations are always welcomed!! 
 
 
C A F P L A T I N U M W Q U Q 
K G E E T I C L A C R R H U J 
O D E A L S D D L O G S A E L 
B R Y I O D N S B B X R T S S 
S P T U P O S X W A T I B I A 
I F E T M T U P L Z R E L O P 
D G T A E Q E L A A L V R U P 
I K I N R D M T B R E Y C Q H 
A D R R B L E Y I R Z M Y R I 
N A Y E H N R P W N R Y R U R 
G D R O I O A G Y M O E B T E 
B Y D O W R L F S R B Z W U O 
L K P R F C D E L M I U A K R 
K A R U T I L E A J U T L M L 
L A E T T Z A P O T J B E O A 
 
The following words should be findable in this Word Search.  Good Luck!! 
AMAZONITE GOLD RUTILE 
AMBER LEAD SAPPHIRE 
BARITE OBSIDIAN SILVER 
BERYL PEARL SMRMC 
DIAMOND PLATINUM TOPAZ 
EMERALD PYRITE TURQUOISE 
FELDSPAR QUARTZ ZIRCON 
GARNET RUBY  
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ITEMS WANTED/FOR SALE 
 

Nothing at this time..... 

 

 We all realize we have a little too 

much of a good thing and must share those 

items with others - but at a cost.   

 

 If any member wants to sell material 

to other club members, they can request to 

post it here for other club members to 

evaluate if they really need it for their 

collection / needs.. 
 Contact the ROCK TALK Editor for 

advertising space!! 

  

The Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club 

Meetings take place on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 

7:00pm 

Held at the OLD WALDORF SCHOOL 

Next to the Waldorf JayCees Hall 

3074 Crain Highway, Waldorf, MD 20601 

North of the RT 301 / RT 5 intersection 

We’re on the web:     SMRMC.ORG 
Also on FACEBOOK:  Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral 

Club 

SMRMC OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT 
Tim Smith 

Programs / Vice President   Membership / Vice President 
Diane Etherton       Carole Raucheisen 

 
Secretary      Webmaster 

Teresa Jones      Bob Davidson 
 

Field Trip Chairman     Treasurer 
David Lines      Greta G 

 

Rock Talk Editor    FACEBOOK Coordinator 
Rich Simcsak     Kurt Knower 
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