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What a difference a week makes.  As I write this, it is currently pouring rain–-- over 3 
inches in past 2 hours and it is still raining!!  Thank goodness it was today instead of last 
Saturday when 23 members and 1 guest *[Rich, Ray and daughter Lily, Paula and Joe, 
Debbie, Harry and Tina, John W., Tiffany C., Andy and Melissa, Ralph B., Tim and 
Lorna, Amanda and Steve, Trisha, Gary, Marlene, Kenny, Dave, and our guest Bill (Past 
EFMLS President and current Region IV VP)] of our Southern Maryland Rock and 
Mineral Club went on a field trip to Texas Quarry just northwest of Baltimore.  



 
The weather was perfect –-- dry and sunny (which became hot by the time the trip 

ended).  

 

 
 



Our quarry host Trevor began our trip with an outstanding and most interesting briefing 
about the history of Texas Quarry.  Never in my 30 years of field trips to many 
commercial quarries and mines of all descriptions all over the United States have I heard 
a presentation of the high quality and caliper even remotely as well done as Trevor’s.   
 
He was well prepared, thorough, genuine, and held our rapt attention for over 20 
minutes.  He truly made our Field Trip an exceptional experience and was a great credit 
to the public relations efforts of Martin Marietta.   
 
After some Q&A and a group picture, we followed Trevor caravan style down over nearly 
2 miles of roads into the immense quarry --- a mile across and 530 feet deep –-- that 
was begun when George Washington was President.   
 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 
Our first stop was near the bottom.  Our initial sensation was dazzling bright white 
marble rocks surrounding us on every side.  The recent past rains had washed every 
rock clean.   
 



 
 



 
 



 
 
We spread out and our eyes soon began seeing many specimens.  Calcite, smoky 
quartz, pyrite, iridescent pyrite, mica, dravite (brown tourmaline), white and bluish-gray 
marble, serpentine, one unidentified metallic black blocky crystal specimen in calcite, 
and at least one (rare) bright green fuchsite crystal cluster in calcite (found by Andy and 
Melissa).   
 



 
 



 
 
 
After an hour in the first location, we moved in masse about 2 levels higher where there 
was lots of pyrite and iridescent pyrite embedded in the marble.  The largest crystal of 
pyrite that I saw was a ¾ inch cube found by Rich.   
 



 
 
Joe, Paula, Ralph B., Harry and Tina found a large amount of untarnished pyrite.   
 



 
 
After Trevor passed out some “Texas Quarry stickers” for our hardhats, we moved to a 
third location at the base of a recent “shot”.  The newly exposed rocks were too covered 
in dust for my taste.   
 
I searched along the berms adjacent to the haul road where I found and split open many 
very productive seams of iridescent pyrite.   
 
Overall, our first ever trip to Texas Quarry as a club was excellent, productive, and safe.  
Lord willing, we will return in the future. 


