“On the Rocks” —a Trip Report for July 11, 2026 by Dave Lines, Pictures by Dave
Lines, Renee Newquist and Tim Smith
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Everybody likes to find stuff. So, our first stop in Silver Spring was great fun. We (*15
Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club members: Tim and Lorna, Rich, Dave,
Renee, John W., Cheryl and Mark, Ray and Lily, Greta, Logan and Tiffany K., Julie, and
Debbie) all arrived on time by 9:00 am. Our first order of business was to check out a flat
of specimens found previously here by Dave. Then we took a group picture and headed
down a trail to a small creek.



The creek was beautiful --- clear water and lots of rocks in sizes from sand and pea
gravel to large boulders.

Our goal was to find dodecahedron (soccer ball) shaped almandine garnets and
associated minerals like mica, mica schist, schorl (black tourmaline), and smoky, clear
and white quartz. | briefly demonstrated how to find the garnets —- and found none.



We moved upstream and continued to search until we found some.

The experience level of our group ranged from “newbie” to “expert”, so the more
knowledgeable folks could help those who asked. Of course, we had some who wanted
to identify every rock. When we saw that it was not a collectible rock, we introduced the
newbies to the term “leaverite” (leave ‘er right there). They loved it.



Armed with this new knowledge, they could now proudly tell others. Fun! Fun! Fun!
We all learned something useful. Like “turn the rock over and see what is on the other
side before you discard it”. Or “a good place to find loose garnets is behind a large
boulder”. “Garnets are a little bit heavier than the other gravel”. “Small garnets are
close to the top and big garnets are found deeper in the gravel.” “Some of the chunks of
mica schist had garnets embedded --- some had schorl — some had both.” John W.,
with his sharp eyes, even found some calcite crystals in limestone matrix (not a native
rock to this stream, so they probably came from the limestone boulders, riprap, and
gravel trucked in from elsewhere for erosion control of the stream banks.)



At 11:00 “ish”, it was time to head (separately) to our next destination about an hour
away in Frederick County. Our rendezvous was a great ice cream place named “Rocky
Point Creamery” near the town of Point of Rocks. They make their ice cream from their
own dairy cows on the farm right behind the creamery. Their Facebook page says their
130 flavors of ice cream have 14% butterfat. Since all of us had eaten our pre-packed
lunch sandwiches enroute, the Rocky Point ice cream was a perfect dessert. Wow --- it
was really good!



While the rest of our group remained and ate the goodies, Rich and | did a brief
reconnoiter trip across the Potomac River to the Virgina side at a boat launch location.
When we returned, | showed the group a flat of rocks from our next location that | had
found several years ago.




We caravanned across the nearby bridge to our next destination on the shores of the
Potomac River where our target rocks were: blue quartz, jasper, epidote, unakite, clear
and smoky quartz, meta basalt, and (for the lucky few) native American artifacts. We
were not disappointed. The gravel bar where we searched was about 2 acres in size
with about half covered with vegetation (vines and weeds). We spread out and looked
back and forth for over an hour. Virtually everyone found enough material to be happy.
Some collected the target rocks. Some took home the small clam shells and freshwater
mussel shells which had a nice shiny mother of pearl coating on the inside. Some
collected various pieces of broken glass (future sea glass?). | even found 2 pieces of
colonial dishware. Remember --- the Potomac River has a long history of floods which
ravished the towns along the river. All the bits of stuff inside those washed away homes
is still somewhere in the river. And the same applied to the Native Americans who lived
adjacent to, farmed, hunted, and traveled by canoe on the river.

So, it is not surprising that some of their artifacts still exist in and along the river. Indeed,
| was the lucky person who found one of those artifacts. In plain sight laying on top of
the gravel bar --- “on the rocks” so to speak. A projectile point (probably an atlatl point)
between 4,000 and 6,000 years old made of black chert. Although the tip was missing, |
was happy.



Between 1:00 and 2:00 pm, folks in our group began to head home or to Frederick to the
“GTC Rock Shop”. Seven of us decided to return to Rocky Point Creamery where we
parked again. Earlier, | had called the farm owner (who was sitting on a beach
somewhere enjoying his vacation) and he had given us permission to collect some
“Potomac Marble” on his farm.



Potomac Marble is an unusual rock composed of rounded pieces of light gray colored
limestone embedded in a mauve to reddish colored marble matrix. Between 1815 and
1819, it was quarried and used to rebuild and decorate the interior Senate chamber and
the old Hall of the House of Representatives in the U.S. Capitol after the British burned
the building in the War of 1812. It is called “calico rock” locally in the Point of Rocks
area. Farmers hate it because it damages their farm equipment. Indeed, we saw where
a bush hog had run over and broken open a large chunk of Potomac Marble. Long story
short --- we all found enough to collect some excellent specimens.



And we left tons of it in the woods.

All'in all, it was another great field trip --- excellent weather, lots of interesting stuff to
find, and we all stayed safe.



