
National Limestone (Middleburg and Mount Pleasant Mills, PA quarries) by Dave Lines

The "Thank you Plaque" we gave to the owner several years ago.
 (just behind Paula in the group picture)

 It shows he appreciated it enough to keep it in their main office.

The weather was cloudy and pleasant when we arrived at the quarry office for our 9:30 am meeting with the quarry 
owner.  The predicted high temperature was a relatively cool (for July) 84 degrees.   After everyone had checked in 
and signed a waiver form, Eric asked us to gather in front of him where he could make eye contact with each person.  
Then he gave us his signature testimony that he is a “born-again” Christian who believes that Jesus Christ is the son of 
God and that he wants us to all go to Heaven.  Wow.  Powerful stuff.  Eric’s brief but heart-felt message is the only 
reason he gives up his Saturday mornings to let Rock and Mineral clubs collect specimens in his quarries.  It is a very 
popular destination which has become increasingly difficult to get into –-- for example, I called the quarry in March, 
and the first available date was July 26th.  Incredible.  After this, Eric gave us a safety brief.  There had been a new 
“shot” that week and we would be the first group to look at it.  Stay inside the bermed area and remain clear of the high
walls.  Then we took a group picture of the 15 of us [from left to right: Bernie, Hugo, John W., Maria, Harry, Tina, 
Paula, Joe, (owner Eric), Rich, Renee. Pat, Lorna S., Ralph B., and Tim.  (Dave took the picture)]



We caravanned from the office into the Middleburg quarry in search of the new shot.  We headed to where we spotted 
a large excavator and a huge loader.  There was some new material, but no shot that was accessible.  Nevertheless, we 
spread out and spent the next two hours looking for specimens.  We were amply rewarded with many finds of calcite 
crystals to ¼ inch in nice, sparkly clusters.  We looked for “vuggy rocks” because that was where the clusters of 
crystals were hiding.  A few well place taps with a 3-pound hammer and a sharp chisel generally were all that was 
needed to split those rocks to reveal the glittering calcite crystals in the interior pockets in the rock.  Beautiful 
specimens.  Some folks, like Renee, who did well, searched specifically for purple fluorite which was found inside 
chunks of massive white calcite.

A little before noon, Rich and I made a very brief trip to the upper bench on the west side of this quarry to pick up 
some travertine (or cave flowstone).  Surprisingly, we found only a few scraps (due in most part to the large number of
clubs collecting in this quarry) which we will give away at an upcoming club meeting.  

At 12:00 pm we all caravanned to the Mount Pleasant Mills quarry about 10 miles away.  Frankly, we found very little 
there because of little mining activity since our last visit.  

So, after 30 minutes, we migrated to the wavellite pit(s) on the upper back side of the ridge.  As soon as we got there, 
the weather began to deteriorate, and we could hear distant thunder.  We all frantically “surface searched” the 2nd pit, 
with mediocre success.  Pat had a bit more back in the 1st pit.  However, our trip took a sudden pause when a loud clap 
of thunder occurred very nearby.  As a matter of “safety” (because steel rock hammers make good lightning rods) and 
because it started raining, we immediately ended the trip.  We were glad to have an opportunity to collect at both 
National Limestone quarries once again and hope to continue in the future –-- however long that may be (because the 
owner’s son has said he will not allow field trips when his father stops.)



 

A picture of one of Pat’s finds at the Middleburg Quarry.


