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JUNE PROGRAM 

TBA to Speak!! 
Topic will be a TBA Special! 

 

IN THIS EDITION 
US Silica Visit 

SMRMC Show Flyer 

Atlantic Coast Gem, Mineral, Jewelry, and 

Fossil Show Flyer 

Red Mineral Word Search 

 

SMRMC  MINUTES 
Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club 

May 25, 2025 Meeting Minutes 

 Submitted by Sue Knower 

 The meeting was called to order by 

President Tim Smith at 6:59 pm. 

ATTENDANCE – (33) – New/guests – Debbie, 

Kaitlyn, Mike Block. 

SECRETARY–  Minutes were documented in 

the May Rock Talk.  Rich made motion to 

approve and Tim seconded motion.  Minutes 

approved.  

 

 

 

TREASURER  –  Greta reported the Club 

Treasury was sound.  Recent payments made 

were the show tables deposit and the 

scholarship fund donation.  

MEMBERS – Carole not present. 

FACEBOOK GROUP – Kurt reported 

FACEBOOK has 813 members, goal is 1000 by 

the end of the year.   

PROGRAMS – Jill said the program calendar 

is almost full, but still need program for June 

and November.  We need volunteers for 

snacks for July, Sept, Oct, Nov.  See Jill to sign 

up.  

FIELD TRIPS – Dave reported on recent and 

upcoming field trips.  No field trips in June 

are currently scheduled due to Dave’s 

unavailability, but if someone wants to set up 

something Dave can assist with info on how 

to do that. 

Recent Past Field Trips -  

12 April - Peachbottom, PA - HK PENN-MD 

quarry to collect serpentine minerals for 

specimens and lapidary rough. 

 

Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club  

ROCK TALK       JUNE 2025 
24 JUNE 2025 at 1900 (7:00 PM) 
Meeting at OLD WALDORF SCHOOL  
(next to the Waldorf JayCees Hall) 

North of the RT 301 / RT 5 Intersection 

http://www.amfed.org/


ROCK TALK       JUNE 2025 

Page 2 of 13 
 

Upcoming Field Trips -  

 31 May - US Silica Mine - Monteplier, 

VA for Silver Flash Moonstone, bronzeite, 

ilmenite, rutile, and garnets.  Limited to first 

12 people who sign-up.  List is full with 4 

more on the waiting list. 

 June -  No trips scheduled at this time 

due to Dave's impending hernia surgery.  

Other club members are welcome to set-up 

and lead a field trip this month.  Suggest a 

trip to Purse State Park for Maryland's 

Gemstone (Patuxent River Stone).  You write 

trip announcement and Dave will email it to 

the club. 

 26 July - National Limestone Quarries 

(2), Middleburg and Mount Pleasant Mills, 

PA.  for calcite, celestite, strontianite, 

fluorite, cave onyx, wavellite, fossil snails.  No 

limit on the number of attendees.  Must sign 

up with Dave at the club meeting or by email 

NLT July 15 (9 members already signed up). 

EDITOR'S NOTE - This is a trip that has a 99% 

probability that people WILL find specimens.  

Please review past trip reports on the website 

for former results at the quarry. 

 TBD - August - Contrary Creek, near 

Mineral, VA for garnets, gold, magnetite, 

actinolite, etc. 

 TBD - September - Kyanite Mining 

Corporation, Willis Mountain Mine, Dilwyn, 

VA.  Kyanite xls (Blue, White, or Gray), 

iridescent hematite, UV reactive massive 

kyanite, pyrite, quartz, mica, rutile, and 29 

various associated minerals. 

 

 

Long Range Trips 

 6-13 October (firm) Long range trip 

to MT IDA, AR.  Dig quartz crystals at Twin 

Creek Mine for 4 days, plus 4 days of driving 

to/from.  Stay at AirBnB.  You must make 

your own arraignments.  Each person 

responsible for their own expenses, but 

group(s) can share housing, driving, food, etc.  

Quartz XLS pockets available at TWIN CREEK 

from $300 to $1000 per day (the fee includes 

2 people who get one day to collect all they 

can from a pocket) -- up to 2 extra people per 

day per pocket allowed at $25 per day.  Extra 

days in pocket will cost full fee.  E.G., a $500 

pocket will cost another $500 the second 

day, etc.  Daily rate of $25 per day per person 

general admission to find your own XLS in a 

limited "public area" of the mine.  Another 

option is $100 per day per person to collect 

in the area where Bobby Fecho is digging 

commercially - (Unsure exactly how this 

option works).  Additional mines in MT IDA 

area includes Wegner's, Fisher MTN (Avant 

Mining).  Plus Ron Coleman mine in 

Jessieville.  (17 people have signed up so far.)  

A more detailed trip announcement will be 

emailed in May. 

EDITOR'S NOTE:  Before COVID struck....in 

October 2018, the club had MAJOR 

attendance at the 31st Annual World 

Championship Quartz Crystal Dig and took 

home first place for club representation.  The 

trip report is on the web (2018-10-13-

mt_ida.pdf).  There are other reports from 

folks that went to MT IDS.  Enjoy those reads 

to enlighten yourself what could be 

accomplished there! 

http://www.smrmc.org/uploads/3/4/4/8/344

8020/2018-10-13-mt._ida.pdf 

http://www.smrmc.org/uploads/3/4/4/8/3448020/2018-10-13-mt._ida.pdf
http://www.smrmc.org/uploads/3/4/4/8/3448020/2018-10-13-mt._ida.pdf
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EDITOR'S NOTE (Again...)  All of these sites 

the club is planning to travel to have been 

visited before and are WELL documented as 

FIELD TRIPS on our web page SMRMC.ORG.  

By doing some "read-ahead", one can get a 

better description of what is ahead to collect 

and the terrain that will be encountered. 

NEWSLETTER –  Rich thanks folks who have 

contributed articles and ideas.  Keep them 

coming! 

OLD BUSINESS:  

1. Kurt asked if anyone was willing to be 

the Auction Chair for August.  Sue can 

provide all the spreadsheets and 

steps.  Kaitlyn is interested in helping 

and will talk with Sue. 

2. Rock Show Committee – Kenny sent 

an email last week with vendor info.  

Seems like not everyone got it so he 

will resend.  Greta suggested sending 

Kenny the membership list – Greta 

motioned/Paul seconded/club 

approved.  Tables are $30 each (max 

2) for members.  Non-members are 

$40 per table.  Rich found fluorescent 

wristbands that can be used for 

attendees.  Kenny got a great deal on 

bags from JoAnns as they were 

closing.  Discussion about food, many 

suggestions that Kenny will look into.  

NEW BUSINESS: none 

Announcements:  

1. Gary said that UV lights are getting 

expensive and scarce due to tariffs 

but he still has a few in stock.  

2. Tim and Lorna were at Purse State 

Park yesterday and noted that the 

beach was covered with logs/large 

tree trucks due to recent storms.  

3. Kurt shared that he and Sue and 

Lorna had taken a metalworking class 

through the Clearwater Lapidary Club 

and it was fun and informative.  Mike 

is a great teacher.  

4. Gary stated Loyola Retreat Center 

might let a group on their beach, as a 

future field trip idea.  

 Meeting was adjourned at 8:07pm 

with door prizes donated by Dave, free 

Patuxent River Stones from Kenny, and 

refreshments provided by Linda and Paul.   

 Tonight’s program was Patuxent River 

Stones by Kenny Jameson.   

 

2025 Programs / Refreshments 
 
 Volunteers and topics are desperately 
needed to expand all members knowledge in 
various related topics.  Having outside 
speakers is a great addition to our meetings, 
so if anyone knows someone that would 
speak on a relatable topic - PLEASE contact 
Jill.  She will appreciate ANY and ALL leads.  
Always, members speaking on their 
adventures/knowledge is ALWAYS 
enlightening to the members and visitors. 
 Refreshment volunteers are usually 
easier for many to accomplish.  But Jill still 
needs to fill the calendar quickly to ensure 
the meeting attendees stomachs do not 
growl during the programs. 
 Please contact Jill with any assistance 

you desire to extend! 
Holidays      
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For Best information on forecasted Tide Levels 

from Dave Lines 

 Recommend you keep checking the “water levels” on the NOAA website  
https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/stationhome.html?id=8577330  so you can choose the best 
location to look for fossils.  The water levels at Solomons Island will be similar to the those on 
the Bay.  Purse/Potomac River is 4 hours later.  Good hunting.  

 
 

 

2025 PROGRAMS/REFRESHMENTS SCHEDULE 

MONTH PROGRAM REFRESHMENTS 

24 JUN 2025 TBA Bob/Christina 

22 JUL 2025 Evidence for Predation by Sharks in the Fossil 
Record - Dr Stephen Godfrey 

TBA 

26 AUG 2025 CLUB AUCTION (6-9 PM) POT LUCK 

23 SEP 2025 Mammal Fossils in Montana - Dale Greenwalt TBA 

28 OCT 2025 Finds from Pulsifer Quarry in Maine - Bob Farrar TBA 

25 NOV 2025 TBA TBA 

23 DEC 2025 HOLIDAY PARTY POT LUCK 

https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/stationhome.html?id=8577330%20
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS/ 
ODDS AND ENDS 

 
JUNE 20-22—SWANNANOA, NORTH 
CAROLINA:  Annual show; Mountain Area 
Gem and Mineral Association (M.A.G.M.A.);  
Land of the Sky Shrine Club, 39 Spring Cove 
Road; Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-4; Free;  The 
M.A.G.M.A. Land of Sky Gem Show will 
have over 35 vendors with everything from 
affordable treasures to the finest gems, 
minerals, fossils & jewelry in the Southeast!  
Entering the show is always free and this is 
a fun, family-friendly event.  Food and drink 
available daily; contact Richard Jacquot, 
(828) 779-45; Email: 
rickjacquot@gmail.com; Website: 
www.AmericanRockhound.com 
 
JUNE 27-29—CONCORD, NORTH 
CAROLINA:  Annual show; Southeastern 
Mineral Specimens; Cabarrus Arena & 
Events Center, 515 Tallassee Road; Fri. 10-6, 
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5; $10 adults, kids 12 and 
under free!  Admission good for all three 
days; 2025 Greater Charlotte Gem & 
Mineral Show!  24 professional dealers of 
all things of geologic origin will bring their 
items to display and sell, mostly at sub-
retail pricing or better.  There will be 
thousands of mineral specimens for 
collectors of every level, from beginner to 
advanced expert; contact Mark, (706) 296-
9467; Email: imineral@bellsouth.net; 
Website: www.imineral.net 
 
JULY 19-20—ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA:  Show 
and sale; Gem City Rock and Mineral 
Society; Zem Zem Shriners Banquet and 
Conference Center, 2525 West 38th Street; 
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; Adults $4, children 
under 12 free; contact Robert Gallivan, 

(814) 454-6770; Email: 
gallivan427@gmail.com 
 
JULY 26-27 LANCASTER, PA  Lancaster 
County Fossil and Mineral Club 2025 
Christmas in July Extravaganza.  Saturday — 
9:00 am to 5:00 pm and Sunday — 10:00 
am to 4:00 pm.  Unique Fossils, Trilobites, 
and Paleozoic wonders.  Gems, Minerals, 
Crystals, and handcrafted jewelry.  Eclectic 
curiosities, and Free Expert specimen 
analysis.  Family-friendly Educational 
Learning Activities.  Hot Food, Free Parking, 
& Handicapped accessible.  Adults: $4.00 – 
Seniors (63+): $3.00 – Students K-12: $1.00 
– Under 5: free.  Admissions purchased on 
Saturday are valid for both days of the 
event, and are by cash only, please.  Farm 
and Home Center, 1383 Arcadia Road, 
Lancaster, PA.  717-392-4911  Email - 
silverfordinc@yahoo.com,  
 
JULY 25-27—FRANKLIN, NORTH CAROLINA:  
Show and sale; Franklin Chamber of 
Commerce/Gem & Mineral Society of 
Franklin NC; Robert C. Carpenter 
Community Building, 1288 Georgia Road; 
Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; Adults $3; 12 
& Under FREE;  Door prizes, 
demonstrations, silver & gold jewelry, cut 
and rough stones, minerals, custom jewelry; 
contact Linda Harabuck, (828) 524-3161; 
Email: lindah@franklin-chamber.com; 
Website: www.visitfrankinnc.com 
 
OCTOBER 4 - WALDORF, MD - Show and 
Sale. Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral 
Club.  Southern Maryland Rock, Mineral, 
and Fossil Show.  3074 Crain Highway (RT 
301) Old Waldorf School, (next to the 
Jaycees Hall) Waldorf, MD.  9AM to 4PM.  
Adults, $3; Children 12 and under FREE with 
Adult.  Visit SMRMC.ORG for a $1 Off 
Coupon.  Door Prizes.  Over 45 tables of 
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Rocks, Crystals, Fossils, Handcrafted 
Jewelry, Lapidary, Minerals, Displays and a 
Fluorescent Tent.  Questions: Contact 
Kenny Jameson through the Website: 
SMRMC.ORG. 
 

NEWS STORIES WITH POSSIBLE 
INTEREST  

 
Texas road construction unearths 'colossal' 

prehistoric remains of 'big ol' animals' 

https://www.foxnews.com/travel/texas-

road-construction-unearths-colossal-

prehistoric-remains-animals 

Morenci Mine In Arizona: The Largest 

Copper Mine In The US Is Full Of Geological 

And Human History 

https://www.iflscience.com/morenci-mine-
the-largest-copper-mine-in-us-is-a-sight-to-
behold-79481 
 
Neither gold nor platinum—the most 
expensive mineral on Earth has a name 
that few know and a growing demand 
https://unionrayo.com/en/mineral-earth-
jadeite/ 
 
Huge copper, gold, silver deposit 
discovered at very high altitude 
https://www.earth.com/news/one-of-the-
worlds-largest-copper-gold-and-silver-
deposits-discovered-at-very-high-altitude/ 
 
Scientists stumble upon the rarest metal 
on Earth by chance in a river. “They were 
looking for something else…” 
https://farmingdale-
observer.com/2025/06/14/scientists-
stumble-upon-the-rarest-metal-on-earth-
by-chance-in-a-river-they-were-looking-for-
something-else/ 

 

 
  

https://www.foxnews.com/travel/texas-road-construction-unearths-colossal-prehistoric-remains-animals
https://www.foxnews.com/travel/texas-road-construction-unearths-colossal-prehistoric-remains-animals
https://www.foxnews.com/travel/texas-road-construction-unearths-colossal-prehistoric-remains-animals
https://www.iflscience.com/morenci-mine-the-largest-copper-mine-in-us-is-a-sight-to-behold-79481
https://www.iflscience.com/morenci-mine-the-largest-copper-mine-in-us-is-a-sight-to-behold-79481
https://www.iflscience.com/morenci-mine-the-largest-copper-mine-in-us-is-a-sight-to-behold-79481
https://unionrayo.com/en/mineral-earth-jadeite/
https://unionrayo.com/en/mineral-earth-jadeite/
https://www.earth.com/news/one-of-the-worlds-largest-copper-gold-and-silver-deposits-discovered-at-very-high-altitude/
https://www.earth.com/news/one-of-the-worlds-largest-copper-gold-and-silver-deposits-discovered-at-very-high-altitude/
https://www.earth.com/news/one-of-the-worlds-largest-copper-gold-and-silver-deposits-discovered-at-very-high-altitude/
https://farmingdale-observer.com/2025/06/14/scientists-stumble-upon-the-rarest-metal-on-earth-by-chance-in-a-river-they-were-looking-for-something-else/
https://farmingdale-observer.com/2025/06/14/scientists-stumble-upon-the-rarest-metal-on-earth-by-chance-in-a-river-they-were-looking-for-something-else/
https://farmingdale-observer.com/2025/06/14/scientists-stumble-upon-the-rarest-metal-on-earth-by-chance-in-a-river-they-were-looking-for-something-else/
https://farmingdale-observer.com/2025/06/14/scientists-stumble-upon-the-rarest-metal-on-earth-by-chance-in-a-river-they-were-looking-for-something-else/
https://farmingdale-observer.com/2025/06/14/scientists-stumble-upon-the-rarest-metal-on-earth-by-chance-in-a-river-they-were-looking-for-something-else/
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Bronzeite and Gray Flash Moonstone 
Plentiful Reality at US Silica 

by Dave Lines 
 

 
 
 With boulders of gray flash 
moonstone (a.k.a. “andesine”) the size of a 
school bus laying around, it was an 
awesome sight to behold.  Moonstone was 
everywhere --- tiny to humongous –-- and 
we spent the next 30 minutes busily 
collecting the fabulous lapidary material.   
 
 This was our final stop of four (4) 
collecting areas in the US Silica Mine in 
Hanover County near Montpelier, VA.  
Anticipating hot weather, we had set up the 
trip for an early start, so we initially met at 
the Mine Office at 7:30 am.  The hot 
weather never materialized, so we enjoyed 
a cool morning after the previous night of 
rain.  In the Safety Briefing by the Mine 
Supervisor, he said they were working 6 
days a week including Saturdays so there 
would be some large equipment moving 
around in the mine.  He then showed us 
some of the mineral specimens in the office 
display cabinet.  By 7:45 am, we were on 
our way to the first (very familiar) location 
where we traditionally collected andesine 
and --- more rarely --- bronzeite (a.k.a., 
“enstatite”).   
 

 Surprise!  The Mine Sup had 
modified the berm in the area where a few 
small pieces of bronzeite (*) had been 
collected during past field trips.  Wow --- 
this time, they had used heavy equipment 
to move a section of the berm and the 
brown and black colored rocks behind it 
well out into the mine flat where we could 
get access to it.  A brief inspection of the 
material immediately revealed that there 
was a lot of bronzeite now readily available 
for collecting.  This was a super opportunity 
to collect specimens of bronzeite (*) and we 
all took maximum advantage to collect it.  
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 We also found very collectible 
seams of massive rutile within some of the 
andesine.  Since this mine was initially 
started to mine rutile and ilmenite --- TiO2 
and FeTiO3 --- finding rutile was no surprise.  
We stayed in this first location about 2 
hours and then decided to move to an area 
to collect almandine garnets contained in a 
black biotite mica schist. 

 
 
 Massive quartz which was clear to 
white in color was also found in thin veins in 
that area.  After 30 minutes there, we 
moved again across the large open pit mine 
where we found more and larger garnets up 
to 2 inches in diameter.  Although most of 
the garnets were dull colored and poorly 
formed with both quartz and biotite schist 
inside and surrounding the individual 
garnets, we did find a few small gemmy 
garnet crystals inside a white colored rock 
which looked like quartz (unsure).  Then we 
returned to our fourth and final stop where 
the gray flash moonstone was so plentiful.   
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 Near the end of our morning there, 
the Mine Supervisor took a picture of our 
group of 12 (John W., Renee, Shira, Cindy 
and Gary, Christina and Bob, Bernie, Diane 
D., Jim W., Dave, and Rich).  All in all, 
another fun and productive field trip for our 
club members. 
 

 
 
 (*) Bronzeite, in massive form, is a 
unique lapidary material that is brown to 
black in color.  When polished, one can see 
beautiful reflections which appear down 
inside the rock and look like pieces of 
shimmering brass colored foil. 
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Appears 

Appears the lower flyer was from LAST YEAR'S show.  BUT 

a SIMILAR flyer will be available in the future.   

https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDet

ails/the-59th-annual-atlantic-coast-gem-mineral-jewelry-

and-fossil-show/1047/false/false 

https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/the-59th-annual-atlantic-coast-gem-mineral-jewelry-and-fossil-show/1047/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/the-59th-annual-atlantic-coast-gem-mineral-jewelry-and-fossil-show/1047/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/the-59th-annual-atlantic-coast-gem-mineral-jewelry-and-fossil-show/1047/false/false
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RED MINERALS AND GEMS - JUNE 2025 

By Rich Simcsak 

 

R R V A N A D I N I T E Y O A 

E H H E T I R O D A R B A L R 

D O O O I T I G E R E Y E P A 

A D G D D F F E T I B X I B G 

M O R A O O N Y X P A F R E O 

E L A D R C N P A N Y B U R N 

T I B N U N H I D P E C B Y I 

H T A O T A E R T X T O E L T 

Y E N M I X I T O E I R L E E 

S O N A L T E X A S R A L N T 

T P I I E T I T A P A L I I I 

O A C D Z T R A U Q B T T P C 

P L A W U L F E N I T E E S L 

A J A S P E R H Y O L I T E A 

Z I N L I T E E T I O C O R C 

 
 Theses are few of the RED Minerals and Gems one can find in the world. 
 
ALEXANDRITE 

APATITE 

ARAGONITE 

BARITE 

BERYL 

BIXBITE 

CALCITE 

CINNABAR 

CORAL 

CROCOITE 

DIAMOND 

GARNET 

JADE 

JASPER 

LABRADORITE 

ONYX 

OPAL 

QUARTZ 

RED AMETHYST 

RHODOCHROSITE 

RHODONITE 

RHODOLITE 

RHYOLITE 

RUBELLITE 

RUBY 

RUTILE 

SPINEL 

TIGER EYE 

TOPAZ 

VANADINITE 

WULFENITE 

ZINLITE 
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ITEMS WANTED/FOR SALE 

 

For Sale – Virginia Unakite slabs (approx ¼ 

inch thick) – $0.50 per square inch (this is half 

off regular price).   Call Dave (240) 427-7062 

 

   

The Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club 
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