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With boulders of gray flash moonstone (a.k.a. “andesine”) the size of a school bus laying around, it was an awesome 
sight to behold.  Moonstone was everywhere --- tiny to humongous –-- and we spent the next 30 minutes busily 
collecting the fabulous lapidary material.  This was our final stop of four (4) collecting areas in the US Silica Mine in 
Hanover County near Montpelier, VA. 

 Anticipating hot weather, we had set up the trip for an early start, so we initially met at the Mine Office at 7:30 am.  
The hot weather never materialized, so we enjoyed a cool morning after the previous night of rain.  In the Safety 
Briefing by the Mine Supervisor, he said they were working 6 days a week including Saturdays so there would be 
some large equipment moving around in the mine.  He then showed us some of the mineral specimens in the office 
display cabinet.  By 7:45 am, we were on our way to the first (very familiar) location where we traditionally collected 
andesine and --- more rarely --- bronzeite (a.k.a., “enstatite”).  Surprise!  

The Mine Sup had modified the berm in the area where a few small pieces of bronzeite (*) had been collected during 
past field trips.  Wow --- this time, they had used heavy equipment to move a section of the berm and the brown and 
black colored rocks behind it well out into the mine flat where we could get access to it.  A brief inspection of the 
material immediately revealed that there was a lot of bronzeite now readily available for collecting.  This was a super 
opportunity to collect specimens of bronzeite (*) and we all took maximum advantage to collect it.  

We also found very collectible seams of massive rutile within some of the andesine.  Since this mine was initially 
started to mine rutile and ilmenite --- TiO2 and FeTiO3 --- finding rutile was no surprise.  We stayed in this first 



location about 2 hours and then decided to move to an area to collect almandine garnets contained in a black biotite 
mica schist.  Massive quartz which was clear to white in color was also found in thin veins in that area.  

 

After 30 minutes there, we moved again across the large open pit mine where we found more and larger garnets up to 2
inches in diameter.  



Although most of the garnets were dull colored and poorly formed with both quartz and biotite schist inside and 
surrounding the individual garnets, we did find a few small gemmy garnet crystals inside a white colored rock which 
looked like quartz (unsure).  

Then we returned to our fourth and final stop where the gray flash moonstone was so plentiful. 



 Near the end of our morning there, the Mine Supervisor took a picture of our group of 12 (John W., Renee, Shira, 
Cindy and Gary, Christina and Bob, Bernie, Diane D., Jim W., Dave, and Rich).  All in all, another fun and productive 
field trip for our club members.

(*) Bronzeite, in massive form, is a unique lapidary material that is brown to black in color.  When polished, one can 
see beautiful reflections which appear down inside the rock and look like pieces of shimmering brass colored foil.


