ROCK TALK

22 APRIL 2025 at 1900 (7:00 PM)
Meeting at OLD WALDORF SCHOOL
(next to the Waldorf JayCees Hall)
North of the RT 301 / RT 5 Intersection

APRIL 2025

APRIL PROGRAM
QUARRY SAFETY

Returning for a repeat performance is
Rich Simcsak briefing "QUARRY SAFETY" This
is a higher level brief of general safety and
procedures that all quarries will describe in
detail before each visit into the quarry. ANY
accident, no matter how small can shut down
operations in a quarry for a lengthy period
and very costly to their operations, so being
smart and safety minded is a necessity.

IN THIS EDITION

Chestnut Ridge Report
34th Annual Chesapeake Gem , Mineral
Jewelry & Fossil Show Flyer
Word Searech

SMRMC MINUTES
March 25, 2025 Minutes

Submitted by Sue Knower

The meeting was called to order by
President Tim Smith at 7:03pm.

ATTENDANCE - 40, including 2 guests/new
members — Ashley, who recently moved here
from the Philly area, and Ned Edelen, Charles
County resident and member of the Charles
County Archaeological and Historical
Societies. Ned met Dave Lines when Dave
spoke at the Charles County Archaeological
Society meeting about the Rock Club.

SECRETARY- Since there were no meetings
in January or February and a very brief
business meeting at the December Holiday
party, there are no minutes to approve. Kurt
motioned to approve this and Rich seconded.

TREASURER- Greta reported that the club is
financially sound. 67 members have paid
their 2025 dues and 57 members are late.

MEMBERS — Carole reported 121 members
(101 adults and 20 youth)

FACEBOOK- Kurt reported 760 members

PROGRAMS — Jill has a list circulating for
program and refreshment volunteers. Next
month is Rich’s Quarry Safety program. Jill
would like to turn over this position to
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someone else for 2025. See Jill or Tim if
interested.

FIELD TRIPS — Dave announced multiple trips
for the upcoming months and reminded all
that dues must be paid up for participation
for any field trip.

Past Field Trips -

January/February - Local Bay and
Tidal Rivers - Several Short Notice "Go Own
Yor Own" Fossil Trips were announced due to
predicted "extra low tides" caused by strong
NW winds and high barometric pressure.

22 March - Odessa, DE - Petrified
Wood - Was a Joint Field Trip with the Calvert
Marine Museum Fossil Club.

22 March - Chestnut Ridge, VA -
Quartz Crystals - Trip report is in this
newsletter

Upcoming Field Trips

12 April - Peachbottom, PA - HK
Penn, MD Quarry to collect serpentine
minerals for specimens and lapidary rough.

TBD - National Limestone Quaries,
Middleburg/Mount Pleasant Mills, PA - for
calcite, celestite, strontiantite, flourite, cave
onyx, wavelite, fossil nails.

TBD - US Silica Mine - Montplier, VA
for Silverflash Moonstone, bronzeite,
ilimenite, rutile, and garnets

6-13 Oct (FIRM)- MT IDA, Arkansas.
Dig Quartz crystals at Twin Creek Mine for 4
days plus 4 days driving to/from. Stay at
AirBnB. Each person is responsible for own
expenses, but group(s) can share housing

driving, food, etc. Quartz XL pockets
available at Twin Creeks from $300 to $1000
per day (You get one day to collect all you
can from a pocket.) Daily rate is $25 per day
per person to find your own xls in the mine.
Another option is $100 per day per person to
collect in the area where Bobby Fecho is
digging commercially - (unsure exactly how
this option works) (Dave and Tom Zunino
already are signed up.)

NEWSLETTER — Rich sent March newsletter
out last week to members and also to 13
other clubs. Let him know if you have
anything to add to the next newsletter.

WEBSITE — Kurt reported on Bob’s behalf
that website is fine and up to date.

OLD BUSINESS: None discussed
NEW BUSINESS:

1. Dave mentioned the Federation
scholarship program that we have sent a
donation to in memory of members who
have passed. He suggested we donate to
honor the memory of Larry O’Callahan. Dave
made a motion to donate $1 per club
member. Motion was seconded by many and
approved.

2. Kurt mentioned that he and Sue
went to the Montgomery County Rock show
and that Maria had entered a showcase of
Pyrites and won second place. Congrats to
Maria!

Meeting ended at 7:39pm with door
prizes donated by Dave and refreshments
provided by Jill.

Tonights’ program is Silicates by Diane
Etherton.
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2025 Programs / Refreshments

Volunteers and topics are desperately
needed to expand all members knowledge in
various related topics. Having outside
speakers is a great addition to our meetings,
so if anyone knows someone that would
speak on a relatable topic - PLEASE contact
Jill. She will appreciate ANY and ALL leads.
Always, members speaking on their
adventures/knowledge is ALWAYS
enlightening to the members and visitors.

Refreshment volunteers are usually
easier for many to accomplish. But Jill still
needs to fill the calendar quickly to ensure
the meeting attendees stomachs do not
growl! during the programs.

Please contact Jill with any assistance
you desire to extend!
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TOPICS PAGE
Minutes 1
Table of Contents 4
Programs / Refreshments 4
Calendar of Events / Odds and Ends 5
News Stories with Possible Interest 6
Chestnut Ridge Report 9
34th Annual Chesapeake Gem , Mineral Jewelry & Fossil Show Flyer 13
Collecting Sites (Nov 2020) Word Search 14
SMRMC Staff 15
Items Wanted/For Sale 15
2025 PROGRAMS/REFRESHMENTS SCHEDULE
MONTH PROGRAM REFRESHMENTS
22 APR 2025 Quarry Safety - Rich (Repeat Performance) TBA
27 MAY 2025 TBA TBA
24 JUN 2025 TBA TBA
22 JUL 2025 TBA TBA
26 AUG 2025 CLUB AUCTION POT LUCK
23 SEP 2025 TBA TBA
28 OCT 2025 TBA TBA
25 NOV 2025 TBA TBA
23 DEC 2025 HOLIDAY PARTY POT LUCK

For Best information on forecasted Tide Levels
from Dave Lines

Recommend you keep checking the “water levels” on the NOAA website
https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/stationhome.html|?id=8577330 so you can choose the best

location to look for fossils. The water levels at Solomons Island will be similar to the those on
the Bay. Purse/Potomac River is 4 hours later. Good hunting.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS/
ODDS AND ENDS

APRIL 19-—WEST FRIENDSHIP, MD: Annual
show; Chesapeake Gem and Mineral
Society; Howard County Fairgrounds, 2210
Fairgrounds Rd ; Sat. 10-4; Free Admission
& Parking; Chesapeake Gem and Mineral
Society presents its 34th Annual Gem,
Mineral, Fossil & Jewelry Show. Free
Admission - Free Parking. Minerals, Original
Jewelry, Fossils, Rough & Cut Gemstones.
Silent Auctions, Door Prizes and Activities
for Kids; contact Kay Kron, MD; Email:
info.chesapeakegemandmineral@gmail.co
m; Website:
www.chesapeakegemandmineral.org/club-
show.html

APRIL 25-27—RICHMOND, VA: Annual
show; Treasures of the Earth; Richmond
Raceway Complex, 600 E Laburnum Ave; Fri.
12-6, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; S8 for adults, 16
and under free; In addition to crystals,
minerals, fossils, jewelry, beads and pearls,
the Richmond Gem and Mineral Society will
be there with educational displays of
Virginia rocks and minerals and dinosaur
bones; contact Ellen White, (757) 641-2124;
Email:
Ellen.White@TreasuresOfTheEarth.com;
Website:
http://www.TreasuresOfTheEarth.com

MAY 3-4—PITTSTON, PA: Show and sale;
Mineralogical Society of N.E. Penna; Oblates
of St. Joseph, 1880 Hwy 315; Sat. 10-5, Sun.
10-4; $3 general admission. 12 and under
free; Gem Miner Sluice, Flintknapper, and
Food Vendors are outside. Indoors, two
dozen select general and specialized dealers
will be offering a vast selection of crystals,
fossils, jewelry, geodes, etc. Youngsters

have an educational geological scavenger
hunt and get to play and learn in Dinoland;
contact George Walko, (570) 200-5987;
Email: Anthracitecoin@gmail.com

MAY 9-11—FRANKLIN, NC: Annual show;
Franklin Gem & Mineral Society; Carpenter
Community Center, 1288 Georgia Road, 441
South; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; Adults
S3, Seniors - $2, kids under 12 are free;
Annual Mother's Day Gem Show. Gems,
Rocks, Jewelry, Fossils, Artisan craft; contact
Varshana Dholakia, (828) 342-3135; Email:
FranklinGemSociety@gmail.com; Website:
FGMM.org

MAY 9-11—MARIETTA, GA: Annual show;
Georgia Mineral Society; Cobb County Civic
Center, 548 South Marietta Pkwy; Fri. 10-6,
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; Free; contact Jane and
Robert Stone, (717) 304-7178; Email:
mayshow@gamineral.org; Website:
gamineral.org

MAY 17-18—MAYS LANDING, NJ: Annual
show; Cape Atlantic RockHounds;
Clubhouse Grounds, 2653 Cologne Ave; Sat.
10-5, Sun. 10-4; Free Admission; Rain or
Shine Food is available for purchase;
contact Greg Graupp, (223) 229-0557;
Email: greggraupp@yahoo.com

MAY 23-25—SALEM, VA: Annual show;
Salem Gem and Mineral Show; Salem Civic
Center, 1001 Roanoke Blvd; Fri. 10-6, Sat.
10-6, Sun. 11-4; 18 and older $8, 11-17 S3,
10 and under free; Bringing to you gems,
minerals, jewelry, beads, fossils and
meteorites from around the world; contact
Alan Koch; Website:
americangemshow.com
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JUNE 7-—MACUNGIE, PA: Annual show;
Pennsylvania Earth Sciences Association
(PESA); Macungie Memorial Park, 50 Poplar
St; Sat. 8:30-3; Free; Welcome to the Spring
Mineralfest, sponsored by PESA! We have
two floors of indoor dealers as well as
outside 'tailgating' style dealers featuring
fossils, gems, lapidary, minerals, and related
items from every continent and outer space
in addition to two fluorescent exhibit
sections; contact Mandy Apgar; Website:
www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064
902032245

JUNE 7-8—RALEIGH, NC: Retail show;
Individual; NC State Fairground, Kerr Scott
Building, 4285 Trinity Road; Sat. 10-6, Sun.
10-5; Free Admission & Car parking.; Rocks,
minerals, fossil, beads, gem, jewelry,
findings & earth's treasures. You will
discover fine jewelry, costume jewelry,
precious & semi-precious gemstones,
sparkling crystals, millions of beads, gold &
silver, jewelry supplies & tools, Door Prize
drawing Every 2 hours; contact Ash; Email:
Jewelpassageshows@gmail.com; Website:
www.jewelpassageshows.com

JUNE 7-8—RALEIGH, NC: Retail show;
Individual; Kerr Scott Building, Raleigh
Fairground, 4285 Trinity Road; Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 10-6; Free Admission; Free Car Parking,
show-sponsored silent auction; contact Ash,
(919) 257-8915; Email:
Jewelpassageshows@gmail.com; Website:
www.jewelpassageshows.com

JUNE 13-15—WEST FRIENDSHIP, MD:
Wholesale and retail show; Mid-Atlantic
Gem and Mineral Association, LLC/dba Gem
Miner's Spring Show; Howard County
Maryland Fairgrounds, 2210 Fairgrounds
Rd; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 11-4; $6 Adults,
Children under 12, Veterans Free; New

Friday Hours; Wholesale Section; Free and
Handicapped parking; Demonstrations;
contact Teresa Schwab, (301) 807-9745;
Email: eventcoordinator@gem-show.com;
Website: www.gem-show.com

OCTOBER 4 - WALDORF, MD - Annual
Show; Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral
Club (SMRMC). Old Waldorf School,

NEWS STORIES WITH POSSIBLE
INTEREST

Scientists shed light on life and times of
'Fiona' the pregnant ichthyosaur

https://phys.org/news/2025-04-scientists-
life-fiona-pregnant-ichthyosaur.html

lowa Teenager Finds 34,000-Year-Old
Mastodon Jaw In Friend's Farm

https://allthatsinteresting.com/iowa-
mastodon-jaw-bone

Birthstones and Their Meanings — The
Wrangler
https://ylhsthewrangler.com/425381/featu
res/birthstones-and-their-meanings/

See for Yourself One of the World's Rarest
Red Diamonds at the Smithsonian's
Natural History Museum

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithso
nian-institution/fancy-yourself-look-worlds-
rarest-diamonds-red-smithsonian-natural-
history-museum-180986244/
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Why We'll Never Find A Frozen Dinosaur,
But There Are Mummified Dinosaurs

https://www.iflscience.com/why-well-
never-find-a-frozen-dinosaur-but-there-are-
mummified-dinosaurs-78296

100-Million-Year-Old Dinosaur and
Crocodile Eggshell Fossils Unearthed in
Utah

https://www.sci.news/paleontology/dinosa
ur-crocodile-eggshell-fossils-utah-
13782.html

Radioisotopic ages of newly discovered
fossil sites hold clues to evolution of
mammals

https://phys.org/news/2025-03-
radioisotopic-ages-newly-fossil-sites.html

Fossil found in woman’s backyard leaves
even Smithsonian experts stumped

https://www.actionnews5.com/2025/03/24
/fossil-found-womans-backyard-leaves-
even-smithsonian-experts-stumped/

NASA's Curiosity Rover accidentally
cracked open a rock on Mars and found
something that shouldn't be there
https://supercarblondie.com/nasas-
curiosity-rover-discovery-mars-rock/

10,000-Year-Old Woolly Mammoths
Uncovered From Siberian Lake

https://allthatsinteresting.com/siberia-lake-
pechevalavato-woolly-mammoth-skeleton

‘Sue’, a 444-million-year-old fossil, reveals
stunning soft tissue preservation
https://archaeologymag.com/2025/03/sue-
fossil-reveals-soft-tissue-preservation/

A Hunter Was Out Looking for Deer in
West Texas. He Found a Rare Mammoth
Tusk Instead

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-
news/deer-hunter-finds-rare-mammoth-
tusk-in-west-texas-180986250/

Check the location of NJ’s 588 abandoned
mines

https://www.njspotlightnews.org/2025/03/
check-location-new-jerseys-588-
abandoned-mines-context-1-80-sinkholes/

Fascinated by fossils, Minnesota man
builds a small-town science museum bone
by bone

https://www.mprnews.org/story/2025/03/
24/fascinated-by-fossils-minnesota-man-
builds-a-smalltown-science-museum-bone-
by-bone

New minerals found on Cookes Peak

https://www.scdailypress.com/2025/03/22
/new-minerals-found-cookes-peak/

Unknown life forms discovered living in
marble and limestone rocks

https://www.earth.com/news/mystery-
microbes-burrowed-into-rock-millions-of-
years-ago/
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What are the pink mystery rocks scattered
across northeast Kansas?

https://www.ksnt.com/kansasoutdoors/wh
at-are-the-pink-mystery-rocks-scattered-
across-northeast-kansas/

Paleontologists Stumble Across 15-Million-
Year-Old Fish Fossils That Are So Well
Preserved, Their Last Meals Are Intact

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-
news/paleontologists-stumble-across-15-
million-year-old-fish-fossils-that-are-so-
well-preserved-their-last-meals-are-intact-
180986277/

Volcanic Ash Buried a Huge Herd of
Nebraskan Rhinos 12 Million Years Ago

https://www.discovermagazine.com/the-
sciences/volcanic-ash-buried-a-huge-herd-
of-nebraskan-rhinos-12-million-years-ago

“The second-largest diamond in the
world”, a 2,492-carat diamond discovered
in an unlikely place.

https://farmingdale-
observer.com/2025/04/12/the-second-
largest-diamond-in-the-world-a-2492-carat-
diamond-discovered-in-an-unlikely-place/

Student Stumbles on 300-Million-Year-Old
Gemstone Fossil That Shouldn’t Exist

https://dailygalaxy.com/2025/04/student-
gemstone-fossil-shouldnt-exist/

Last big discovery at NC’s Reed Gold Mine
was 129 years ago

https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/
state/north-carolina/article303739806.html

Scientists reveal what REALLY caused
collapse of Roman Empire

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/a
rticle-14589309/scientists-reveal-cause-
collapse-ancient-rome-ice-age.html

Mining company approved to drill for
copper and gold in northern Wisconsin

https://www.wpr.org/news/greenlight-
metals-drilling-approved-copper-gold-
northern-wisconsin

Scientists Found a 444-Million-Year-Old
Inside-Out Fossil With Its Guts Perfectly
Intact

https://www.popularmechanics.com/scienc
e/animals/a64459625/inside-out-fossil-sue/

Huge gold nugget found by metal detector
enthusiasts set for auction
https://www.popsci.com/science/big-gold-
nugget-auction/
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Chestnut Ridge 3-22-2025
by Dave Lines

We had perfect weather —- no rain
or snow --- not too hot or cold. Cool
enough to make the hike up the mountain
more tolerable.

We met at the Burger King in
Staunton, VA a little before 8:00 am ---
seven (7) of us --- Rich, John W., Tom Z.,
Dwight, Renee, Margie and me. Then we
caravanned through town and arrived at
the foot of Chestnut Ridge on schedule at
9:00 am. We packed our “stuff” (tools, old
newspaper, buckets, backpacks, food, and
water) for the hike up, then reviewed the
safety precautions.

First, we reminded everyone that
“gravity” was the key --- rocks fall downhill -
-- so never roll rocks downhill which could
endanger those below you. And, if a rock
starts to roll, tell everyone. Yell loudly ---
“Watch out below!! Rock is coming
down!!”

Second, this is a very steep
mountain with bad footing and lots of
obstacles to maneuver around --- fallen
trees, old logs, big and little rocks, loose
leaves, sticks and branches. The best advice
is to take your time and travel at your own
speed --- this is not a race. Rest when you
are tired.

Third, don’t take too much stuff ---
keep your clothing to a minimum,
otherwise you will get hot and sweaty while
hiking uphill. Since it will be an all-day trip,
take some snacks and some drinking water.

Fourth, wrap your specimens in old
newspaper to prevent damage to the
crystals. Crystals can get dinged and ruined
if they rub together on the trip back
downbhill.

Fifth, this property belongs to the
US Forest Service and even though we have
their written permission to collect here, we
want to keep them happy. So, before you
leave up top, pick up any trash, fill all your
holes and cover all disturbed areas with old
leaves, sticks, branches, etc. to prevent
erosion and make it look natural again.

Sixth, you don’t have to reach the
top to find crystals --- there are good ones
about 1/3 the way uphill.

We gathered for a group picture,
then started up. It was all uphill. Within
five (5) minutes, the group began to string
out. There was less chatter. Lots more
heavy breathing. | remained in the lead
while marking the trail up with pieces of
bright pink survey tape tied around small
trees every 25 yards, within 10 minutes,
Tom Z. and | were well out in front.

In 15 minutes, we could no longer see the
last ones in our group, | continued marking
the trail so people could climb (and
descend) at their own pace. | reached the
top at 10:30 am --- 1-1/2 hours --- | used to
make it in one hour. (It might have
something to do with age.) Tom Z. was
close behind. Things looked good at the
top. No trash. Not open holes. The surface
of the ground was covered in old leaves and
had not been disturbed since last year.
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Crystals were sparkling in the
sunshine --- plenty of little ones --- lots of
clusters (mostly with damaged crystals).
Within 15 minutes, more people began to
show up. It looked like all the guys had
made the trek to the top, while the ladies

had stopped lower down.
95y,

We spread out and began to find
quartz crystals immediately. | picked a spot
and spent time (too long) sifting the sandy
soil for crystals to replenish my parking area
(*) back home. (*It is covered in pea gravel
which | keep salted with crystals for the
kids. They love it.) One of my most
interesting finds was not a rock --- it was a
rusty old tobacco tin like the one that my
grandfather used to keep his pipe tobacco
in. | found it about a foot deep in the
ground. My guess is that it had been there
since the early 1940’s when folks were
searching for quartz crystals to support the
WWII effort.
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| took a break to check on folks and
saw that Dwight, who was new, needed
some extra guidance. | showed him an area
to explore and loaned him an extra %2” mesh
screen to sift for crystals. Within a few
minutes, he was all smiles with several nice
size crystals that were clear and perfect.
From what | observed, everyone seemed to
be finding enough to stay happy. Tom Z.
found the best quality crystals in clusters of
clear %4” and 3/4” diameter crystals. The
weather remained very nice --- about 55
degrees, partly cloudy with a westerly
breeeabt 10 mph.

At 3:00 pm, we started wrapping our
finds with newspapers and began filling in
our holes and covering them with old leaves
and forest debris. The first folks began their
descent at 3:45 pm. John W. and | were the
last to leave the top. Rich and Tom Z.
helped me remove the pink tape as we
descended. John W. had a little trouble on
the hike back downhill --- mostly because
he was carrying too much weight --- lesson
learned. | stayed with him for his safety and
because | was the trip leader. We reached
the bottom at 5:45 pm and folks were still
waiting for us. That was nice and much
appreciated. Shortly afterward, everyone
(except John W. who was resting a bit
longer) left for home. It was a long, but
productive field trip. Chestnut Ridge is a
terrific quartz crystal collecting location
with enough material to last hundreds of
years.

Page 12 of 15



ROCK TALK APRIL 2025

34™ Annual Chesapeake

Gem, Mineral, Jewelry & Fossil Show
Saturday, April 19, 2025 10 AM — 4 PM

Howard County Fairgrounds

2210 Fairgrounds Rd. West Friendship, Md 21794
Free Admission and Parking
Minerals, Original Jewelry, Fossils, Rough & Cut Gemstones
Silent Auctions, Door Prizes

Activities for Kids

www.chesapeakegemandmineral.org

Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society

About Us

Directions: From Baltimore take |-70 to Rt. 32 south; Turn right on Rt. 144 west Fairgrounds
Road is half a mile on the right.
From Washington area — Routes 29 or 95 North to Rt. 32 west/north; turn left on Rt. 144 west-
Fairgrounds road is a half of a mile on the right.
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COLLECTING SITES - NOV 2020 / APRIL 2025

By Rich Simcsak
W K E E R C Y R A T N O C G
o I E T T S E S u P U R C
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Over the years the SMRMC has visited many sites to collect fossils and minerals. As you
search for each site, try to remember the good times that was had by all each time we visited
those in this word search!

ENJOY!!
With the collecting season starting strong, | chose to use this Word Search once again. Yes, This
is a reprint from November 2020 due to my lack of originality for a new Word Search topics
related to our club's actions and travels. I'll try harder next month.

CHESTNUT RIDGE HK PENN PURSE STATE
CONTRARY CREEK LUCK ROSE RIVER

DALE MOREFIELD STERILING HILL
DIXIE MT IDA VULCAN

GRAVES MOUNTAIN ODESSA WILLIS MOUNTAIN
HERKIMER PICKERING

Page 14 of 15



ROCK TALK

APRIL 2025

The Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club

Meetings take place on the 4™ Tuesday of each month at
7:00pm

Held at the OLD WALDORF SCHOOL
Next to the Waldorf JayCees Hall
3074 Crain Highway, Waldorf, MD 20601
North of the RT 301 / RT 5 intersection

We're on the web: SMRMC.ORG
Also on FACEBOOK: Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral

Club
SMRMC OFFICERS
PRESIDENT
Tim Smith
Programs / Vice President Membership / Vice President
Jill Lee Carole Raucheisen
Secretary Webmaster
Teresa Jones Bob Davidson
Field Trip Chairman Treasurer
David Lines Greta G
Rock Talk Editor FACEBOOK Coordinator
Rich Simcsak Kurt Knower
ITEMS WANTED/FOR SALE

For Sale — Virginia Unakite slabs (approx %
inch thick) — S0.50 per square inch (this is half
off regular price). Call Dave (240) 427-7062
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