A Surprise at HKPennMD Quarry in Peach Bottom, PA on April 12, 2025 by Dave Lines

HKPennMD quarry straddles the Mason-Dixon Line. Part of the quarry is in Pennsylvania and part is in Maryland.
Now for the rest of the story ... in 1768 the King of England resolved a long dispute between the Penn’s of
Pennsylvania and the Calvert’s of Maryland by establishing a boundary line at 36 degrees 30 minutes north latitude.
The Mason-Dixon line was surveyed by two British surveyors --- Mason and Dixon --- who set up limestone markers
every mile for 130 miles. Each marker was 6 feet long and 10 inches square with an “M” on the south side and a “P”
on the north side. In 2023, our club took pictures of one of these markers (number 19) which was in this quarry. It has
since been removed and placed in storage by the Maryland Geological Survey to allow the quarry to expand.

Just before 8:00 am, the quarry supervisor gave us a safety briefing which included a story about the unauthorized use
of a drone by another group which took a video of the entire quarry operation and then posted it on the internet. Then
MSHA (the mining version of OSHA) saw the video and spotted several safety violations, for which the quarry was
cited. The result is that we can no longer take pictures inside the quarry. We were also reminded to stay off the berms
--- period. After a picture of our group (Patrick, John W., Bob and Christina, Renee, Margie, Ralph G. and Mary, Tim
and Lorna S., Diane E., Dustin, Rich, and Dave), our group of five (5) vehicles (all were 4WD at the request of the
quarry sup) were led into the quarry by the quarry sup. The first thing I noticed was the huge amount of material that
had been removed. The level ground of 2 years ago was now a large and very deep hole. These miners had really
been producing!

Our caravan of vehicles descended on the left side of the wide haul road into the quarry all the way down to the bottom
(level 5). Rich, Dustin, and I stopped along the road between level 4 and 5. Level 5 had a lot of mud and standing
water with a wide and shallow stream flowing toward a sump pump which pumped the water out of the quarry.

All the rocks were still wet and glistening from the previous night’s rain. They were BEAUTIFUL --- totally washed
off and clean. Gray and green were the predominant colors — with green being the one we wanted most. Yet, there
was plenty of white --- magnesite and hydromagnesite. Rich, Dustin, and I spent a full hour searching the 50 yard long
stretch of the haul road with the its berms on either side.



I found some very nice translucent green antigorite and a few pieces of translucent (pea green) picrolite. I also
collected a one (1) inch wide specimen that had a beautiful green cat-eye effect. (Assuming that this is a type of
asbestos, I will handle accordingly.)

I also collected a good deal of dark green serpentine of lapidary quality --- very solid with no cracks. I also found
some unusual brown rock with tiny embedded, light colored, thin crystals set in an “open spray pattern” —- it is an
unknown mineral.

At 9:30 am, I joined everyone else on the 5" level. Folks were very happy and had found many specimens. Since
much of the are was covered in water, my steel-toed rubber knee boots were perfect because I could wade through the
shallow water while searching the adjacent berms which could not be reached by others. The floor of level 5 seemed
most productive --- perhaps because the prettiest translucent green specimens were kept wet by a steady stream of
water runoff. Again, I asked others how they were doing and, uniformly, all said they were doing great and had found
lots of nice material. Their key comment was that the rocks were all so clean and colors were easily seen --- thanks to
the rain.

Although everyone seemed content to stay on level 5, the quarry supervisor and I decided to move to Level 1. At
11:00 am we all headed up to Level 1 --— which was much different. The predominant color of Level 1 was “brown”,
and the floor was covered with 1 inch of mud. The rocks were different, too. I found some turquoise colored
McGuinnessite right away. Then I headed toward a huge pile of car sized boulders.



Ralph G. had discovered a nice coating of McGuinnessite on the lower side of one of the large boulders and was using
a hammer and chisel to remove some specimens. I searched the other nearby boulders and found 2 more deposits of
McGuinnessite which I chipped off and shared with others.

At 11:45 am, we all started heading back to the quarry office. The quarry supervisor seemed anxious to leave (said he
had a bust afternoon planned), so we all immediately relocated our vehicles outside the main gate to the truck waiting
area where we could move the stuff from the 4WD vehicles to the 2WD vehicles. It was a good trip, and we collected
a LOT of great lapidary and mineral specimens.
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What about that “Surprise” mentioned in the title?

Back in Southern Maryland, folks washed off and examined their finds. That evening, Bob and Christina T. decided to
check their finds with UV lights. SURPRISE! — They discovered that they had collected a lot of specimens that
fluoresced beautifully. Plus one that phosphoresced, also. Bob T. said they had collected it all on Level 5. They made
an excellent video showing the fluorescent response to 3 different wavelengths and posted it on our club’s Facebook
page. This is a huge discovery which has not been reported before. Wow! This all goes to show us to never
underestimate the value of a field trip —- especially to a commercial quarry where we can safely find and collect
specimens from hundreds of feet below the surface. You never know what you will find. That’s part of the thrill of
discovery —- you may be the very first human to touch that specimen. Happy rockhounding!
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