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MARCH PROGRAM 

 
 The March Program is "Silicate 

Minerals: Bowen’s Reaction Series and the 

Chemistry of the Earth’s Crust," by Diane 

Etherton.  Always a great learning 

experience! 

IN THIS EDITION 
Arizona Trip Feb 2025 

 

SMRMC  MINUTES 
Minutes of the SMRMC  

 January and February 2025 there 
were no scheduled meetings due to buildings 
heating issues.  But we will have meeting 
minutes for the next newsletter. 

ROCK HUNTING SEASON IS OPEN!! 

Yes!  Dave has sent out invites to the club 
members for two trips.  Chestnut Ridge and 
HK Penn Quarry to find those fabulous stones 
we all desire for our displays.  Contact Dave 
IMMEDIATELY for further details  about 
attending these outstanding collecting 
events! 

 

 

 

2025 Programs / Refreshments 
 
 Volunteers and topics are desperately 
needed to expand all members knowledge in 
various related topics.  Having outside 
speakers is a great addition to our meetings, 
so if anyone knows someone that would 
speak on a relatable topic - PLEASE contact 
Jill.  She will appreciate ANY and ALL leads.  
Always, members speaking on their 
adventures/knowledge is ALWAYS 
enlightening to the members and visitors. 
 Refreshment volunteers are usually 
easier for many to accomplish.  But Jill still 
needs to fill the calendar quickly to ensure 
the meeting attendees stomachs do not 
growl during the programs. 
 Please contact Jill with any assistance 

you desire to extend! 

 

 
Holidays      

Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club  

ROCK TALK       MARCH 2025 
25 MARCH 2025 at 1900 (7:00 PM) 

Meeting at OLD WALDORF SCHOOL  
(next to the Waldorf JayCees Hall) 

North of the RT 301 / RT 5 Intersection 

http://www.amfed.org/
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For Best information on forecasted Tide Levels 

from Dave Lines 

 Recommend you keep checking the “water levels” on the NOAA website  
https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/stationhome.html?id=8577330  so you can choose the best 
location to look for fossils.  The water levels at Solomons will be similar to the those on the Bay.  
Purse is 4 hours later.  Good hunting.  

2025 PROGRAMS/REFRESHMENTS SCHEDULE 

MONTH PROGRAM REFRESHMENTS 

25 MAR 2025 Silicate Minerals - Diane TBA 

22 APR 2025 Quarry Safety - Rich (Repeat Performance) TBA 

27 MAY 2025 TBA TBA 

24 JUN 2025 TBA TBA 

22 JUL 2025 TBA TBA 

26 AUG 2025 CLUB AUCTION POT LUCK 

23 SEP 2025 TBA TBA 

28 OCT 2025 TBA TBA 

25 NOV 2025 TBA TBA 

23 DEC 2025 HOLIDAY PARTY POT LUCK 

https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/stationhome.html?id=8577330%20
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS/ 

ODDS AND ENDS 
 
MARCH 21-23—LEXINGTON, KY:  Annual 
show; Blue Grass Gem and Mineral Club; 
Clarion Hotel Conference Center, I 75 Exit 
115, 1950 Newtown Pike; Fri. 4-8, Sat. 9-6, 
Sun. 10-5; Friday-$10 includes free 
admission all weekend plus 1 entry Friday 
Night Prize & 1 entry Grand Prize. Saturday 
& Sunday $5 each. Children 12 & under and 
Scouts in uniform are FREE; Minerals and 
fossil specimens, cabbing rough, crystals, 
artisan jewelry, children's items and much 
more. Silent Auctions and Club Sales 
Saturday and Sunday only. Grand Prize 
drawing 3 p.m. Sunday - need not be 
present to win; however, you must pickup 
the prize by 8 p.m. SERVICE PETS ONLY; 
contact Russ Blanton, (859) 749-3604; 
Email: russeblanton@yahoo.com; Website: 
http://bggamc.homestead.com/ 
 
MARCH 21-23—MARIETTA, GA:  Annual 
show; Bellpoint Gem Show; Cobb Civic 
Center, 548 S Marietta Pkwy; Fri. 10-5:30, 
Sat. 10-5:30, Sun. 10-4:30; $8 Admission 
(Cash Only at the Door); Select dealers from 
near and far selling extraordinary minerals, 
jewelry, gems, fossils, healing stones, 
beads, crystals, rocks; contact BJ; Email: 
mbellpoint@gmail.com; Website: 
www.bellpointpromotions.com 
 
MARCH 22-23 - CHAMBERSBURG, PA.  45th 
Annual Gem-Mineral Show by the Franklin 
County Rock and Mineral Club.  Eugene C. 
Clarke Jr Community Center (Rec Center); 
235 South Third St, Chambersburg, PA.  
Saturday 10AM - 5PM and Sunday 10AM - 
4PM.  Jewelry, Gemstones, Minerals, 

Fossils, Displays, Door Prize.  Admission 
$6.00 - Children under 12 Free with Adult 
 
MARCH 28-30—RALEIGH, NC:  Annual 
show; Tar Heel Gem & Mineral Club; Kerr 
Scott Building, NC Fairgrounds, 4285 Trinity 
Rd, Gate 9; Fri. 3-7, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; $3 
per person over 12 years old; Hospitality 
has sales of grab bags, t-shirts, door prizes, 
magazines and membership. Purchase a 
geode and be the first to see inside it at the 
Geode booth. Silent auction has bargains 
for children and adults. Watch club 
members wire wrap, cut stones and create 
gem trees at the demonstration booth; 
contact Cyndy Hummel, (919) 779-6220; 
Email: mchummel@mindspring.com; 
Website: www.tarheelclub.org/ 
 
MARCH 29-30—PLYMOUTH MEETING, PA:  
Annual show; Philadelphia Mineralogical 
Society and the Delaware Valley 
Paleontological Society; Lu Lu Temple, 5140 
Butler Pike; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; Adults $7, 
Kids 12 and under $1, Scouts in Uniform 
Free; Kids' Corner activities free with 
admission, speakers daily, demonstrations 
of micro mounting with the Leidy 
Microscopical Society, exhibits and displays 
of fossils and minerals, free parking, food 
available; contact Douglas Klieger, (610) 
316-8052; Email: dklieger@verizon.net; 
Website: https://www.phillyrocks.org 

 
APRIL 19-19—WEST FRIENDSHIP, MD:  
Annual show; Chesapeake Gem and Mineral 
Society; Howard County Fairgrounds, 2210 
Fairgrounds Rd ; Sat. 10-4; Free Admission 
& Parking; Chesapeake Gem and Mineral 
Society presents its 34th Annual Gem, 
Mineral, Fossil & Jewelry Show. Free 
Admission - Free Parking. Minerals, Original 

http://bggamc.homestead.com/
file:///C:/Users/owner/Desktop/Rock%20stuff/Rock%20Talks/2024%20Rock%20Talks/DEC%202024/www.bellpointpromotions.com
file:///C:/Users/owner/Desktop/Rock%20stuff/Rock%20Talks/2024%20Rock%20Talks/DEC%202024/www.tarheelclub.org/
https://www.phillyrocks.org/
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Jewelry, Fossils, Rough & Cut Gemstones. 
Silent Auctions, Door Prizes and Activities 
for Kids; contact Kay Kron, MD; Email: 
info.chesapeakegemandmineral@gmail.co
m; Website: 
www.chesapeakegemandmineral.org/club-
show.html 
 
APRIL 25-27—RICHMOND, VA: Annual 
show; Treasures of the Earth; Richmond 
Raceway Complex, 600 E Laburnum Ave; Fri. 
12-6, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; $8 for adults, 16 
and under free; In addition to crystals, 
minerals, fossils, jewelry, beads and pearls, 
the Richmond Gem and Mineral Society will 
be there with educational displays of 
Virginia rocks and minerals and dinosaur 
bones; contact Ellen White, (757) 641-2124; 
Email: 
Ellen.White@TreasuresOfTheEarth.com; 
Website: 
http://www.TreasuresOfTheEarth.com 
 
MAY 3-4—PITTSTON, PA: Show and sale; 
Mineralogical Society of N.E. Penna; Oblates 
of St. Joseph, 1880 Hwy 315; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 
10-4; $3 general admission. 12 and under 
free; Gem Miner Sluice, Flintknapper, and 
Food Vendors are outside. Indoors, two 
dozen select general and specialized dealers 
will be offering a vast selection of crystals, 
fossils, jewelry, geodes, etc. Youngsters 
have an educational geological scavenger 
hunt and get to play and learn in Dinoland; 
contact George Walko, (570) 200-5987; 
Email: Anthracitecoin@gmail.com 
 
MAY 9-11—FRANKLIN, NC: Annual show; 
Franklin Gem & Mineral Society; Carpenter 
Community Center, 1288 Georgia Road, 441 
South; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; Adults 
$3, Seniors - $2, kids under 12 are free; 
Annual Mother's Day Gem Show. Gems, 
Rocks, Jewelry, Fossils, Artisan craft; contact 

Varshana Dholakia, (828) 342-3135; Email: 
FranklinGemSociety@gmail.com; Website: 
FGMM.org 
 
MAY 9-11—MARIETTA, GA: Annual show; 
Georgia Mineral Society; Cobb County Civic 
Center, 548 South Marietta Pkwy; Fri. 10-6, 
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; Free; contact Jane and 
Robert Stone, (717) 304-7178; Email: 
mayshow@gamineral.org; Website: 
gamineral.org 
 
MAY 17-18—MAYS LANDING, NJ: Annual 
show; Cape Atlantic RockHounds; 
Clubhouse Grounds, 2653 Cologne Ave; Sat. 
10-5, Sun. 10-4; Free Admission; Rain or 
Shine Food is available for purchase; 
contact Greg Graupp, (223) 229-0557; 
Email: greggraupp@yahoo.com 
 
23-25—SALEM, VA: Annual show; Salem 
Gem and Mineral Show; Salem Civic Center, 
1001 Roanoke Blvd; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 
11-4; 18 and older $8, 11-17 $3, 10 and 
under free; Bringing to you gems, minerals, 
jewelry, beads, fossils and meteorites from 
around the world; contact Alan Koch; 
Website: americangemshow.com 
 
7-7—MACUNGIE, PA: Annual show; 
Pennsylvania Earth Sciences Association 
(PESA); Macungie Memorial Park, 50 Poplar 
St; Sat. 8:30-3; Free; Welcome to the Spring 
Mineralfest, sponsored by PESA! We have 
two floors of indoor dealers as well as 
outside 'tailgating' style dealers featuring 
fossils, gems, lapidary, minerals, and related 
items from every continent and outer space 
in addition to two fluorescent exhibit 
sections; contact Mandy Apgar; Website: 
www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064
902032245 
 

file:///C:/Users/owner/Desktop/Rock%20stuff/Rock%20Talks/2025%20Rock%20Talks/03%20MAR%202025/www.chesapeakegemandmineral.org/club-show.html
file:///C:/Users/owner/Desktop/Rock%20stuff/Rock%20Talks/2025%20Rock%20Talks/03%20MAR%202025/www.chesapeakegemandmineral.org/club-show.html
http://www.treasuresoftheearth.com/
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7-8—RALEIGH, NC: Retail show; Individual; 
NC State Fairground, Kerr Scott Building, 
4285 Trinity Road; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; Free 
Admission & Car parking.; Rocks, minerals, 
fossil, beads, gem, jewelry, findings & 
earth's treasures. You will discover fine 
jewelry, costume jewelry, precious & semi-
precious gemstones, sparkling crystals, 
millions of beads, gold & silver, jewelry 
supplies & tools, Door Prize drawing Every 2 
hours; contact Ash; Email: 
Jewelpassageshows@gmail.com; Website: 
www.jewelpassageshows.com 
 
7-8—RALEIGH, NC: Retail show; Individual; 
Kerr Scott Building, Raleigh Fairground, 
4285 Trinity Road; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-6; Free 
Admission; Free Car Parking, show-
sponsored silent auction; contact Ash, (919) 
257-8915; Email: 
Jewelpassageshows@gmail.com; Website: 
www.jewelpassageshows.com 
 
13-15—WEST FRIENDSHIP, MD:  Wholesale 
and retail show; Mid-Atlantic Gem and 
Mineral Association, LLC/dba Gem Miner's 
Spring Show; Howard County Maryland 
Fairgrounds, 2210 Fairgrounds Rd; Fri. 12-6, 
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 11-4; $6 Adults, Children 
under 12, Veterans Free; New Friday Hours; 
Wholesale Section; Free and Handicapped 
parking; Demonstrations; contact Teresa 
Schwab, (301) 807-9745; Email: 
eventcoordinator@gem-show.com; 
Website: www.gem-show.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWS STORIES WITH POSSIBLE 
INTEREST  

 
Quail-sized feathered dinosaur may be the 
earliest known bird 
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2468
073-quail-sized-feathered-dinosaur-may-
be-the-earliest-known-bird/ 
 
Uncut Gem: Nanagram unveils a 9000-
carat emerald at their store launch 
https://www.lifestyleasia.com/ind/style/je
wellery/uncut-gem-nanagram-unveils-a-
9000-carat-emerald-at-their-flagship-
launch/ 
 
Why is there so much gold in west Africa? 
https://phys.org/news/2025-02-gold-west-
africa.html 
 
70-Million-Year-Old Dinosaur Embryo 
Discovered In Fossilized Egg 
https://dailygalaxy.com/2025/02/70-
million-year-old-dinosaur-embryo-
discovered/ 
 
This 66-Million-Year-Old Fossil Is Rewriting 
Everything We Know About Dinosaurs 
https://www.popularmechanics.com/scienc
e/a63799225/fossil-dinosaurs/ 
 
Double jackpot: Australia finds oldest 
megaraptor along with new dinosaur 
fossils 
https://interestingengineering.com/science
/australia-oldest-megaraptor-new-dinosaur 
 
 
 
 
 

file:///C:/Users/owner/Desktop/Rock%20stuff/Rock%20Talks/2025%20Rock%20Talks/03%20MAR%202025/www.jewelpassageshows.com
file:///C:/Users/owner/Desktop/Rock%20stuff/Rock%20Talks/2025%20Rock%20Talks/03%20MAR%202025/www.jewelpassageshows.com
file:///C:/Users/owner/Desktop/Rock%20stuff/Rock%20Talks/2025%20Rock%20Talks/03%20MAR%202025/www.gem-show.com
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2468073-quail-sized-feathered-dinosaur-may-be-the-earliest-known-bird/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2468073-quail-sized-feathered-dinosaur-may-be-the-earliest-known-bird/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2468073-quail-sized-feathered-dinosaur-may-be-the-earliest-known-bird/
https://www.lifestyleasia.com/ind/style/jewellery/uncut-gem-nanagram-unveils-a-9000-carat-emerald-at-their-flagship-launch/
https://www.lifestyleasia.com/ind/style/jewellery/uncut-gem-nanagram-unveils-a-9000-carat-emerald-at-their-flagship-launch/
https://www.lifestyleasia.com/ind/style/jewellery/uncut-gem-nanagram-unveils-a-9000-carat-emerald-at-their-flagship-launch/
https://www.lifestyleasia.com/ind/style/jewellery/uncut-gem-nanagram-unveils-a-9000-carat-emerald-at-their-flagship-launch/
https://phys.org/news/2025-02-gold-west-africa.html
https://phys.org/news/2025-02-gold-west-africa.html
https://dailygalaxy.com/2025/02/70-million-year-old-dinosaur-embryo-discovered/
https://dailygalaxy.com/2025/02/70-million-year-old-dinosaur-embryo-discovered/
https://dailygalaxy.com/2025/02/70-million-year-old-dinosaur-embryo-discovered/
https://www.popularmechanics.com/science/a63799225/fossil-dinosaurs/
https://www.popularmechanics.com/science/a63799225/fossil-dinosaurs/
https://interestingengineering.com/science/australia-oldest-megaraptor-new-dinosaur
https://interestingengineering.com/science/australia-oldest-megaraptor-new-dinosaur
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Scientists Discovered One of the Largest 
“Blood Manganese” Reserves in the Ocean, 
Dozens of Tonnes Soon to Be Extracted 
https://dailygalaxy.com/2025/02/scientists-
discovered-one-of-the-largest-blood-
diamonds-reserves-in-the-ocean-dozens-of-
tonnes-soon-to-be-extracted/ 
 
Decades-Old Chemical Puzzle Solved: 
Scientists Synthesize Never-Before-Seen 
Bismuth Molecule 
https://scitechdaily.com/decades-old-
chemical-puzzle-solved-scientists-
synthesize-never-before-seen-bismuth-
molecule/ 
 
Clever chemistry can make rocks absorb 
CO2 much more quickly 
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2469
148-clever-chemistry-can-make-rocks-
absorb-co2-much-more-quickly/ 
 
China Develops Super Rare High Quality 
Diamond 
https://greekreporter.com/2025/02/18/chi
na-diamond/ 
 
Utah dig site reveals increased diversity of 
fossilized eggshells 
https://phys.org/news/2025-02-utah-site-
reveals-diversity-fossilized.html 
 
 

 

Arizona Trip February 2025 

by Dave Lines 
 After our flight to Phoenix and a 

150-mile drive southeast to Sonoita, AZ, 

Ann and I arrived at our gracious friends’ 

home just in time for supper.  Fast forward 

3 days --- I spent the day (Saturday) with my 

son Jeff at the Tucson Convention Center 

where he had driven from Denver and 

entered a competitive mineral display in the 

“70th Tucson Gem and Mineral Show” which 

is hosted by the Tucson Gem and Mineral 

Society. This show features a competitive 

exhibit section where participants can enter 

their displays for judging.  Jeff was 

competing in the Masters Class for the 

Desautels Trophy which is awarded to the 

individual display of the finest crystallized 

mineral specimens entered in the 

competition, recognizing excellence in a 

specific category.  In the mineral collecting 

world, this competition is a REALLY BIG 

deal. 

 This was the first time that Jeff had 

entered a full display (although he had 

entered a single crystal in the 2016 show 

which won the “Best Self Collected 

Specimen” award.)  The results of the 

judging of the 2025 competition were not 

released until Saturday morning.  I met Jeff 

at 9:00 am sharp at the convention center 

entrance and we anxiously headed toward 

his exhibit on the huge show floor.  We 

arrived to see a First-Place blue ribbon in his 

display case, but no other awards.  Jeff then 

spoke with several of the Show Committee 

folks, and they said the six (6) judge panel 

spent a “very long time” deciding whether 

Jeff’s display, or the exhibit next to his, 

would be awarded the “Desautels Trophy”.   

https://dailygalaxy.com/2025/02/scientists-discovered-one-of-the-largest-blood-diamonds-reserves-in-the-ocean-dozens-of-tonnes-soon-to-be-extracted/
https://dailygalaxy.com/2025/02/scientists-discovered-one-of-the-largest-blood-diamonds-reserves-in-the-ocean-dozens-of-tonnes-soon-to-be-extracted/
https://dailygalaxy.com/2025/02/scientists-discovered-one-of-the-largest-blood-diamonds-reserves-in-the-ocean-dozens-of-tonnes-soon-to-be-extracted/
https://dailygalaxy.com/2025/02/scientists-discovered-one-of-the-largest-blood-diamonds-reserves-in-the-ocean-dozens-of-tonnes-soon-to-be-extracted/
https://scitechdaily.com/decades-old-chemical-puzzle-solved-scientists-synthesize-never-before-seen-bismuth-molecule/
https://scitechdaily.com/decades-old-chemical-puzzle-solved-scientists-synthesize-never-before-seen-bismuth-molecule/
https://scitechdaily.com/decades-old-chemical-puzzle-solved-scientists-synthesize-never-before-seen-bismuth-molecule/
https://scitechdaily.com/decades-old-chemical-puzzle-solved-scientists-synthesize-never-before-seen-bismuth-molecule/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2469148-clever-chemistry-can-make-rocks-absorb-co2-much-more-quickly/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2469148-clever-chemistry-can-make-rocks-absorb-co2-much-more-quickly/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2469148-clever-chemistry-can-make-rocks-absorb-co2-much-more-quickly/
https://greekreporter.com/2025/02/18/china-diamond/
https://greekreporter.com/2025/02/18/china-diamond/
https://phys.org/news/2025-02-utah-site-reveals-diversity-fossilized.html
https://phys.org/news/2025-02-utah-site-reveals-diversity-fossilized.html
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So, in essence, Jeff came in second in the 

“Desautels Trophy” competition.  Wow.  

Jeff spent the rest of the day talking with 

various knowledgeable people on the 

Tucson Show committee trying to figure out 

how he could improve his display the next 

time.  The man who oversaw the judging 

(and had done so for the past 30 years) 

gave Jeff the detailed judging sheets for his 

display and discussed/encouraged Jeff to 

enter again, while emphasizing that Jeff had 

come very close to winning.  I spent the rest 

of the day looking at the many wonderful 

(non-competitive) displays, most of which 

had green mineral in accordance with this 

year’s show theme of “Shades of Green”.   

 

 That evening, Ann joined Jeff and I 

for the Awards Reception, which was held 

for all those who had entered displays --- 

both competitive and informative.  It was a 

very nice affair with small bite-size servings 

of beef wellington, and about 10 other tasty 

treats that I did not know the names of.  

Then we watched the various winners 

receive their plaques and trophies --- each 

with a few words of appreciation. 

 The next day, after church and lunch 

with our hosts, Ann and I headed north 150 

miles to the town of Globe, AZ.  Enroute to 

Globe, we passed through copper mining 

country in Mammoth where I checked the 

railroad bed for copper ore.  But due to a 



ROCK TALK      MARCH 2025 

Page 8 of 16 
 

new layer of rock which completely covered 

the old ballast, I only found 5 pieces of 

malachite which I later gave away.    We 

had a great supper that evening in Globe at 

the “La Casita” family restaurant tucked 

away downtown, well off the beaten track. 

 The next morning, we drove north 

another 150 miles to a small ranch located 

immediately adjacent to the Petrified 

National Forest near Holbrook.  We arrived 

about 11:00 am and pulled off the highway 

into the parking area of an old, abandoned 

roadside stand.  A large sign proclaimed 

“Dobell”.  Another larger one said 

“RHONDA” with a big arrow pointing inland 

to the north. 

  Old trucks, cars, and rusty metal 

junk decorated the perimeter.  The gate 

was locked --- but 2 vehicles were parked in 

front of it.  I said hello to the fellow (named 

John) in a large van and then went to the 

truck in front and asked for Rhonda.  The 

young woman (who later turned out to be 

Rhonda’s granddaughter) said something 

into the truck and out popped Rhonda! I 

introduced myself and reminded her that I 

had called her a month before and said I 

would be here this morning.  Rhonda 

welcomed me with a “Hello” and a big hug.  

She then explained that the key to the gate 

was in the house on the other side of the 

chain-link fence/gate.  

 

 

 The granddaughter “Haley” then 

nimbly climbed over the fence, retrieved 

the key, and opened the gate.  We followed 

(caravan style) on a dirt road that 

disappeared over a low hill through the 

tawny desert grass.  Soon, there came into 

view a hodgepodge collection of various 

junk and dilapidated buildings.  This place 

was truly a “piece of work”.  We turned 

right toward an area which had been 

extensively dug up with an excavator.  

There were great mounds of red dirt and 

big, deep holes.  We went through another 

gate and began to see a fenced field which 
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was covered with petrified wood of all sizes 

both scattered and in piles.  We parked and 

Rhonda asked if we preferred to dig or just 

collect the already dug stuff.  Either way it 

would cost $60 per 5-gallon bucket full.  I 

chose to collect the already dug wood 

because I had only allowed 3 hours --- we 

had another 200-mile drive to our next 

hotel room.  Rhonda suggested I check out 

the piles of smaller pieces.  Since we were 

limited in how much we could carry back 

with us on the plane, I decided to select 

only the best quality pieces, even if we had 

less total poundage.  Rhonda and Haley 

pointed out the remains of 2 large piles of 

petrified wood, which had already been 

picked through by 70 members of a large 

rock club just 2 days before. 

 

 My self-set goal was to find 3 kinds 

of wood: 

 1.Small pieces for tumble polishing 

 2.Small pieces that displayed well 

and set up straight to resell at our rock 

show 

 3.Medium sized pieces with good 

pattern and color for making cabochons 

 Then I settled down (sitting on a 

Dollar Store chair) and started scratching 

through the piles.  I eliminated pieces that 

were heavily weathered or cracked.  Using a 

plastic shoe box sized container, a small 

scrub brush, and a gallon of water from the 

Dollar Store, I chose, then cleaned wood in 

4-to-5-pound batches, while weeding out 

the less desirable pieces.  I then set the wet 

pieces of wood on big rounds of wood 

where they dried quickly --- think 5% 

humidity.  I worked steadily for 3 straight 

hours.  About 3 pm, I settled with Rhonda, 

my half bucket weighed 28 pounds and cost 

me $30 –-- a BARGAIN!  All the wood had 

beautiful colors --- reds, blacks, grays, 

yellows – and some very nice patterns.  The 

previous rock club had left many beauties 

behind.   I began to wish I had a large truck 

to fill.  So many beautiful pieces of petrified 

wood and so inexpensive compared to the 

prices at the stores in Holbrook.  Rhonda 

showed me some of the newly dug wood 

piled in the back of her pickup truck.  

Absolutely exquisite patterns and color.  

When I asked, she said “yellow” had been 

the favorite color of the group the previous 

Saturday.  I later regretted not buying more. 

 At 3:30 pm. We said our goodbyes 

and drove away --- heading west.  Our first 

stop was a large rock shop so we could use 

their restroom facilities.  They had petrified 

wood laying everywhere – for BIG prices.  

$500 to $5,000 for large rounds.  Inside the 

store, small tumbling polished pieces and 

partly polished pieces are sold for high 

prices.  
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Yep...$5500 for this piece 

 One such piece would typically be 

priced as much as my half bucket did at 

Rhonda’s.  But the folks who shopped there 

did not know about Rhonda Dobell and her 

ranch at 9274 Old US Hwy 180, Holbrook, 

AZ 86205, phones (928) 245-9010 // 524-

2628 // 241-0260.  Now you know, so you 

can go.  Have fun, it is well worth the time 

and effort. 

 From Holbrook, we drove west on I-

40 for 140 miles.  Along the way we passed 

the Canyon Diablo meteor crater (best 

example in the world) just north of I-40 

before you reach Flagstaff.  I would have 

loved to go see it but not enough time.  I 

have a great iron-nickel meteorite specimen 

from that very impact that I purchased at 

the Raleigh, NC Rock Show.  It had been 

found on a nearby ranch.  As we neared 

Flagstaff, we passed lots of snow (and large 

electronic signs warning: “Don’t Park along 

the highway to play in the snow!”).  To the 

north of I-40 we could see a big snow-

covered mountain on the edge of Flagstaff.  

We continued west on I-40 and turned 

south at about sunset with another 50 miles 

to go. 

 

AZ Pescott Hotel 

 We arrived in Prescott (pronounced 

“Pres- get” by the locals) at our 100-year-

old historic hotel “The Hassayampa Inn” 

after dark.  Located downtown, it was step 

back in time.  A huge lobby with a big stone 

fireplace, 20 or so stuffed chairs and 

couches, beautiful dark walnut wood with 

burgundy carpet and soft lighting.  Display 

cases of antique memorabilia.  The icing on 

the cake was the original Otis elevator 

which required one of the staff to operate.  

Complete with polished brass controls and 

a pull-to-close gate, it took us to our room 

on the fourth floor.  Very nice --- queen 

bed, piles of pillows, a 4-foot TV, bath with 

shower and tub and all the extras –-- and 

with my military discount, it cost us $30 less 

than the Motel 6 in Globe. 

 The next morning, we had a fancy 

breakfast at the hotel, then checked out 

and went to the nearest thrift shop a few 

blocks away.  Thrift shop?  Yes, I bought a 

large roller suitcase and a backpack for $10.  

I figured that since we only brought two 

small suitcases with us and since Southwest 

Airlines allowed each passenger 2 suitcases 

of 50 pounds each for free, that we could 

carry a LOT of rocks home for free. (I 

remember last year when I shipped 5 flat 
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rate boxes of California rocks and 2 of them 

arrived 4 months late with half the contents 

missing.)  Anyway, by 10:00 am, we headed 

140 miles southwest toward our next hotel 

in Parker, AZ.  Enroute, we stopped at the 

small town of Bouse where I attempted to 

locate the Planet Mine to collect copper 

minerals.  Bottomline --- despite driving 50 

miles on desert dirt roads --- I never found 

it.  Things had changed since 2011 when I 

had previously collected there --- new roads 

and new situations --- a mining company 

had claimed the Planet Mine and planned 

to open pit mine it for copper.  Also, I 

learned that we had stumbled into 3 days of 

the “Parker 400” off-road desert races, 

which started the next morning.  Too many 

people, RV’s and vehicles were converging 

on this same area, so I did not have time for 

an alternate plan.  That night we stayed in 

the “Blue Water Resort and Casino” – a 

large hotel and casino complex situated on 

Lake Havasu which was the Colorado River 

dammed up by the Parker dam.  A 

stunningly beautiful setting, we had a room 

overlooking the resort marina with the lake 

and rugged mountains of California beyond. 

 

 The next day we headed south to 

visit Quartzsite --- the winter home of 

perhaps a million “snowbirds” who were 

people avoiding the cold and snow back 

home wherever they came from.  If you 

have never been, it is truly a sight to 

behold.  RV’s and camping trailers parked in 

the desert roughly in a 20-mile diameter 

circle around Quartzsite.   

 

 

 With so many people with nothing 

to do, Quartzsite has become a shopping 

mecca.  One can find and buy just about 

anything made in this world.  And there are 

several Rock Shows from January to the end 

of February --- some are open year around 

despite the summer heat.   
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 Tyson Wells is a mixed show --- 90% 

stuff and 10% rocks.  For example, we 

stopped to look for AZ postcards and found 

a shop that sold nice ones for 3 for $1. The 

QIA (Quartzsite Improvement Association) 

Pow Wow in late January with 100% rocks 

plus free field trips.  The Desert Gardens 

Show is mostly rocks but has its share of 

other stuff.   

 We headed over to Desert Gardens 

looking for old friends who had been 

vendors there.  I asked the first person I saw 

if they knew “Amy and David” (because I 

could not remember their last name of 

Walker).  Their reply was “Yes, they are 

right over there across the way.”  Ann and I 

walked 50 yards, and Amy was outside with 

a customer.  When she finished, I caught 

her eye, and she immediately brightened 

with a big smile (she always had a big smile) 

and then she called inside their trailer for 

David.  It was a great reunion.  Big hugs all 

around.  I had seen them about 10 years 

ago in Quartzsite where they had become 

vendors at the Desert Gardens --– in fact, 

David had taken over the maintenance of 

the facilities there and oversaw the whole 

show.  I first met them in Mount Ida, 

Arkansas at the 2005 World Championship 

Crystal Digging Contest where we dug 

crystals together at Fiddler’s Ridge.  Again, 

at the 2008 Crystal Digging Contest at 

Arrowhead Mine and again at the 2011 

Contest at Bear Mountain Mine.  In 2017, 

they did not show up for the Contest and 

their crystal digger friend Dale Almond told 

me that David did not come because he had 

been having seizures.  David was a superb 

crystal digger –-- he reminded me that he 

was the World Champion 5 times.  We 

spent half an hour catching up with each 

other.  We could have spent the rest of the 

day talking.  According to David and Amy, 

things had changed in Mount Ida, too.   Dale 

Almond (often the World Champion himself 

--- he sold his digging bars to me at the end 

of the 2017 Contest figuring it was his last 

time) had died.  Jim Fecho (owner of the 

Fiddlers Ridge rock shop) had passed away, 

too.  His widow Kathy was still running the 

business.  Their son Bobby Fecho (owner of 

the Twin Creek Mine) was separated from 

Dixie.  Depressing news.  All of which points 

to the truism that the only thing that 

doesn’t change is “change itself”. 

 

Dave with Amy and David Walker at Desert 

Gardens Show 
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 Soon after our visit with Amy and 

David, we headed east for 130 miles to our 

last motel room in Phoenix.  We flew out 

the next day --- leaving 78 degrees in 

Phoenix and arriving at BWI shivering at 25 

degrees.  No wonder people move to 

Quartzsite in the winter.  All our rocks 

arrived fully intact.  It was a great trip. 

 

(L to R) Jeff Lines, Bill Stephens Past EFMLS 

President, and Jeff's friend, Phil DeVries 

 



ROCK TALK      MARCH 2025 

Page 14 of 16 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Fossil Talk: Predation by Sharks in the Fossil Record 
Stephen Godfrey, Calvert Marine Museum Curator of Paleontology, will 

discuss the recent discoveries of active predation, scavenging, and failed 

predation by sharks in the fossil record!  This presentation will not only 

feature fossils showing a variety of interactions between sharks and 

cetaceans, seals, crocodiles, and other sharks, but will also give participants a 

look into the nearly 200 years of study conducted at Calvert Cliffs. 

  
Leonardtown Library 
Saturday, March 29 

1 - 3 p.m. 
Register for Fossil Talk: Predation by Sharks in the Fossil Record  

Designed for adults 
 
 

http://email.librarycustomer.org/ls/click?upn=u001.O2-2FmcugZh-2BZ7J7Iq5wPV6sJmC6apvCHZgU3C8s1xa2tMnLYrnR-2FV3r5V2WuYIagjRDYebB0Mp9trEUjqExJTjQ-3D-3DxZOM_1UyK6mCL2dqZwnY7U8Il8Oq1eJKz8581XOtUVjTxsuw0jPLXpcf1sQRm1yMemP3z5-2FDNVnfeKtTHDahk9trmNrfn7x8FpmKSzpBgK1lk0gTAIvw54cWesAUpKK6g2gO9v1dsm-2F-2Fdz4yaSqvRNf5WPa-2FURB99T112iwegynzQ1uwP9X2UDtptl0JLxf9RV3Ncw-2Fsnuov0oqPn4dF0tbLXFgyWdDdwRlsD14q9Gx-2FqtOJq22IdRFBF1EPk-2BfQDkL7ENbVw2JTE0GIe48hfFkI7qWNxZ2oYdefW8nY8PF0T8HzvIbiMKCVzxRF0BghDvnIsAYz-2Fkl7AQCWdmX2Oz-2Fgz56Wt1rq2Gr4iUs0fBaVzxtOZp8Ylufr9Rn1k0RTqLIuHcBO1vLJ-2BEwSfyJewHacKnARNfYAJFC-2Fh3byrNCzXmb8-3D


ROCK TALK      MARCH 2025 

Page 15 of 16 
 

FOSSIL FINDS ALONG THE CALVERT COUNTY CHESAPEAKE BAY AREA 
by Rich Simcsak 

 
S E V E N G I L L C O W I Z V 

N T T E V L A V I B N O M E L 

A A N G E L Z E A G L E R A Y 

G C R O C O D I L E R T W E W 

G T J R D H W H A L E A O C Y 

L I U B O O E Y G B Q S Y P A 

E W Y R R W L S R G U M S H R 

T Y X E T J W A O A I R T O T 

O A G W B L E H G N C M E R E 

O I Q U D D E R I E P C R A N 

T H R E S H E R R T M R E I N 

H A M M E R H E A D E A A P O 

Z X S R A L L O D D N A S H B 

C O R A L B R E G I T D N A S 

S H O R T F I N M A K O K J Z 

 

These are just a few of the many types of fossils that can be found along the shores of Calvert County.  

The words in parentheses are not in the word search but are there to help with the type of 

fossil that is found.  This is not a definitive list that can be or has been found  I only have so 

much room in each word search!!  

 

 

(SHARK) VERTEBRAE 

ANGEL (SHARK) 

BIVALVE 

BONNET RAY 

CORAL 

CROCODILE 

EAGLE RAY 

ECPHORA 

 GRAY (SHARKS) 

HAMMERHEAD (SHARK) 

LEMON (SHARK) 

MEGALODON (SHARK) 

NARROW WHITE (SHARK) 

OYSTER 

PECCARY 

SAND DOLLARS 

SAND TIGER (SHARK) 

SEVENGILL COW (SHARK) 

SHARPNOSE (SHARK) 

SHORTFIN MAKO (SHARK) 

SNAGGLETOOTH (SHARK) 

THRESHER (SHARK) 

TIGER (SHARK) 

TURTLE 

(BALEEN)WHALE 
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ITEMS WANTED/FOR SALE 

 

For Sale – Virginia Unakite slabs (approx ¼ 

inch thick) – $0.50 per square inch (this is half 

off regular price).   Call Dave (240) 427-7062 

 

   

The Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club 

Meetings take place on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 

7:00pm 

Held at the OLD WALDORF SCHOOL 

Next to the Waldorf JayCees Hall 

3074 Crain Highway, Waldorf, MD 20601 

North of the RT 301 / RT 5 intersection 

We’re on the web:     SMRMC.ORG 
Also on FACEBOOK:  Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral 

Club 

SMRMC OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT 
Tim Smith 

 

Programs / Vice President   Membership / Vice President 
Jill Lee       Carole Raucheisen 

 
Secretary      Webmaster 

Teresa Jones      Bob Davidson 
 

Field Trip Chairman     Treasurer 
David Lines      Greta G 

 

Rock Talk Editor    FACEBOOK Coordinator 
Rich Simcsak     Kurt Knower 

http://www.smrmc.org/uploads/3/4/4/8/3448020/2202886_orig.jpg?176

