ROCK TALK

25 MARCH 2025 at 1900 (7:00 PM)
Meeting at OLD WALDORF SCHOOL
(next to the Waldorf JayCees Hall)
North of the RT 301 / RT 5 Intersection

JAN/FEB 2025

MARCH PROGRAM

The March Program is TBA at this
moment. But as we all know it will be
something that will teach all of us something
new and help us learn new ways and facts
about our great hobby. (A Volunteer with a
program concept is welcome!!!)

2025 Programs / Refreshments

Volunteers and topics are desperately
needed to expand all members knowledge in
various related topics. Having outside
speakers is a great addition to our meetings,
so if anyone knows someone that would
speak on a relatable topic - PLEASE contact
Jill. She will appreciate ANY and ALL leads.
Always, members speaking on their
adventures/knowledge is ALWAYS
enlightening to the members and visitors.

Refreshment volunteers are usually
easier for many to accomplish. But Jill still
needs to fill the calendar quickly to ensure
the meeting attendees stomachs do not
growl during the programs.

Please contact Jill with any assistance
you desire to extend!

IN THIS EDITION

Facebook Surprise
Winter Activities
Holiday Party Pictures
Green Word Search

SMRMC MINUTES

Minutes of the SMRMC December 2024
12/12/24 Meeting

A quick recap of outstanding
information/issues were led by our President
Tim and the meeting was quickly closed and
moved immediately into the Holiday Pot Luck
dinner and Gift Exchange.

FACEBOOK SURPRISE

On FACEBOOK, many of us has our
extended families as friends and we all get to
see what they are doing in their world with
their immediate friends and family. Weeks
ago my second cousin posted pictures of him
and his daughter on the beaches of Calvert
Cliffs searching for fossils and shark teeth!!
After reading their story of collecting and
reviewing the pictures multiple times, | had
to message him and tell him that | was only
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10 or so miles away from his collecting site
and he was from the Fairfax, Virginia area.

After some messaging | found that his
daughter is fascinated with fossils. He
described the book readings she is doing and
desires to go collecting. | asked if she would
like some examples of the fossils she was
trying to find. SURE!! So searching through
the boxes in the garage and finding many
examples she was hoping to find on the
beach a "Care Package" was made with
explanatory labels for each was made. Also a
memory stick was enclosed with newsletters,
booklets and other news stories for the local
area collecting along the Potomac River,
Chesapeake Bay and other sites in VA and
Maryland.

Package was received and like a child
at Christmas, she was ecstatic. Hopefully as
we get speakers that discuss fossil collecting
in the Virginia/Southern Maryland area, my
cousin and his daughter may take the
dangerous trip from Fairfax to Waldorf to
learn more of the fossil world.

If anyone has a "like" experience
where they can share items that you have
collected with enthusiastic child - PLEASE do
so. If might be just a phase for her, but it
could blossom into a true hobby that will
carry into adulthood.

WINTER ACTIVITIES

We all get a bit of "cabin fever" in the
Winter months, so unusual activities are
always welcomed. ldeas like visiting the local
museums with their specialty shows -
ANNUAL COPROLITE DAY as a thought.

Dave's Low Tide announcements
usually during Full Moons and
North/Northwest winds provide for a COLD
but eventful day of fossil collecting from
multiple sites along the Chesapeake Bay and
the Potomac River.

Go and visit the local libraries for
books/magazines/documents on every
aspect of our varied hobbies. Some of the
best have collected much dust since they
were used last. OR contact other members
for interesting documentation. This could be
done via the club's great FACEBOOK page
that Kurt has been doing a great labor of love
maintaining for us.

Just because "PHIL" said we are going
to have six (6) more weeks of winter doe not
mean you are to stay hibernating!! Think
outside the box. Talk with others. Visit
others. Get out of that strato-lounger!! You
are not going to be a luge champion
practicing in the recliner at full lounge
position!

Begin getting ready for the spring
Mineral/Gem/Fossil Hunting Season.
Exercise those legs...Climbing up the slopes
of Chestnut Ridge for those beautiful Quartz
Crystals is not for those out of shape!

Please pay Greta your yearly dues to
ensure your eligible for the many field trips
the club has (Insurance reasons).

During this cold season, please look
out for your neighbors (old and young) with
the bad weather that brings "shut-in" time. A
simple visit, call, or a simple "care package"
can help those unable to leave home will
increase one's well being. (Editor's thoughts)\
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2025 PROGRAMS/REFRESHMENTS SCHEDULE
MONTH PROGRAM REFRESHMENTS
JAN/FEB 2025 NO MEETINGS (ROOM TOO COLD) NONE
25 MAR 2025 TBA TBA
22 APR 2025 Quarry Safety - Rich (Repeat Performance) TBA
27 MAY 2025 TBA TBA
24 JUN 2025 TBA TBA
22 JUL 2025 TBA TBA
26 AUG 2025 CLUB AUCTION POT LUCK
23 SEP 2025 TBA TBA
28 OCT 2025 TBA TBA
25 NOV 2025 TBA TBA
23 DEC 2025 HOLIDAY PARTY POT LUCK

Page 3 of 14




ROCK TALK

JAN/FEB 2025

For Best information on forecasted Tide Levels
from Dave Lines
Recommend you keep checking the “water levels” on the NOAA website
https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/stationhome.html?id=8577330 so you can choose the best

location to look for fossils. The water levels at Solomons will be similar to the those on the Bay.

Purse is 4 hours later. Good hunting.

ODDS AND ENDS
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

FEBRUARY 17; SOLOMONS, MD
UNIVERSAL COPROLITE DAY

at Calvert Marine Museum; 10AM - 3PM.
Join us for the fourth annual celebration of
fossilized poop, otherwise known as
coprolites. Stations featuring fossilized
feces and stories they tell will be dispersed
through our galleries. The event will also
featured coprolites in the making ....modern
feces, some with a twist and even a chance
to get an up-close look at dung beetles.
Included with museum admission.

FEBRUARY/MARCH 28-2—ATHENS,
GEORGIA: Annual show; Southeastern
Mineral Specimens; The Classic Center,
Grand Hall 8, 300 N. Thomas St; Thu. 10-6,
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5; $10 Adults, kids 12 and
under free! Wristband good for all three
days; Open to the public, 25 vendors from
the US and internationally, everything
geological- Minerals, fossils, gems S jewelry,
meteorites, lapidary, spheres, and more;
contact Mark E. P. Woods, (706) 296-9467;
Email: imineral@bellsouth.net; Website:
https://www.facebook.com/events/854813
666398350

MARCH 1-2—WILMINGTON, DELAWARE:
Annual show; Delaware Mineralogical
Society; DoubleTree by Hilton, 4727
Concord Pike (Rt-202); Sat. 11-5, Sun. 11-4;

Seniors (60+) $5, Adults (18 - 59) $6 (S5
with coupon), Juniors (12 — 17) $3, Scouts
in Uniform & Children under 12 Free when
accompanied by a paying adult. Tickets
only sold at the door; Family-friendly show
features educational exhibits of mineral,
lapidary and fossil specimens; a roster of
fine dealers of minerals, fossils, gems,
jewelry; raffles of interesting specimens and
a children’s area, where youngsters may
purchase inexpensive mineral and fossil
specimens; contact Dianne Soccio; Email:
rockincatmom23@gmail.com; Website:
www.DMSrocks.org

MARCH 1-2—RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA:
Retail show; Rocks, Minerals, Crystals, Gem,
Jewelry & Bead show; Raleigh Fairground,
4285 Trinity Road; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5;
Free Admission & Parking; contact Ash,
(919) 257-8915; Email:
Jewelpassageshows@gmail.com; Website:
www.jewelpassageshows.com

MARCH 7-9—AUGUSTA , GEORGIA: Annual
show; Aiken Gem Mineral & Fossil Society
and Augusta Gem & Mineral; Julian Smith
Casino, 2200 Broad St; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 11-5; $4 adult, $6 weekend pass,
children under 12 free with adult, cash at
door only, please; Grab bags, Geode sales
& cutting, Treasure Dig, Member displays ®
Lapidary demos ® Hourly door prizes
Educational resource End-of-show GRAND
PRIZE on Sunday ! (Attendance not required
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to win.) Dealers: ® Gold e Silver ¢ Fine and
everyday jewelry e Loose gemstones
Cabochons e Crystals ¢ Minerals ; contact
Debra Baer, (803) 295-7897; Email:
debbie.aikenrocks@gmail.com; Website:
https://aikengmfs.org/

MARCH 8-9—MERIDEN, CONNECTICUT:
Annual show; The Lapidary & Mineral
Society Of Central CT; Maloney High School,
Gravel Street; Sat. 9:30-5, Sun. 10-4; S5;
children under 12 are free; Minerals,
gemstones, crystals, fossils, kid's activities,
and more; contact John Kringel; Email:
Meridenlapminsoc@gmail.com; Website:
www.LMSCC.org

MARCH 8-9—NEW YORK, NEW YORK:
Show and sale; New York Gems Jewelry &
Mineral Show; The School of Fashion
Industries, 225 West 24th Street; Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 11-5; Admission $6, 12 years and
under free; The participants are entitled to
hourly door prices and attend free lectures
organized and sponsored by the New York
Mineralogical Club; contact Mohamed Bary,
(347) 247-6568; Email:
barygems@gmail.com; Website:
www.newyorkmineralogicalclub.org/

MARCH 14-16—MARIETTA, GEORGIA:
Annual show; Bellpoint Gem Show; Cobb
County Civic Center, 548 South Marietta
Parkway; Fri. 10-5:30, Sat. 10-5:30, Sun. 10-
4:30; $11 admission cash only at door;
Select dealers from near and far selling
extraordinary minerals, jewelry, gem,
fossils, healing stones, beads, crystals, rocks
; contact BJ; Email: mbellpoint@gmail.com;
Website: www.bellpointpromotions.com

MARCH 21-23—SWANNANOA, NORTH
CAROLINA: Show; Mountain Area Gem and
Mineral Association; Land of the Sky Shrine

Club, 39 Spring Cove Road; Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-6,
Sun. 10-4; FREE; 30th MAGMA Gem,
Mineral and Fossil Show! Everything from
affordable treasures to the finest gems,
minerals, fossils and jewelry in the
Southeast. Admission is free and this is a
fun family friendly event. Food and drink
are available daily. Over 35 vendors;
contact Richard Jacquot, (828) 779-45;
Email: rickjacquot@gmail.com; Website:
www.AmericanRockhound.com

MARCH 21-23—LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY:
Annual show; Blue Grass Gem and Mineral
Club; Clarion Hotel Conference Center, | 75
Exit 115, 1950 Newtown Pike; Fri. 4-8, Sat.
9-6, Sun. 10-5; Friday-S10 includes free
admission all weekend plus 1 entry Friday
Night Prize & 1 entry Grand Prize. Saturday
& Sunday S5 each. Children 12 & under and
Scouts in uniform are FREE; Minerals and
fossil specimens, cabbing rough, crystals,
artisan jewelry, children's items and much
more. Silent Auctions and Club Sales
Saturday and Sunday only. Grand Prize
drawing 3 p.m. Sunday - need not be
present to win; however, you must pickup
the prize by 8 p.m. SERVICE PETS ONLY;
contact Russ Blanton, (859) 749-3604;
Email: russeblanton@yahoo.com; Website:
http://bggamc.homestead.com/

MARCH 21-23—MARIETTA, GEORGIA:
Annual show; Bellpoint Gem Show; Cobb
Civic Center, 548 S Marietta Pkwy; Fri. 10-
5:30, Sat. 10-5:30, Sun. 10-4:30; S8
Admission (Cash Only at the Door); Select
dealers from near and far selling
extraordinary minerals, jewelry, gems,
fossils, healing stones, beads, crystals,
rocks; contact BJ; Email:
mbellpoint@gmail.com; Website:
www.bellpointpromotions.com
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MARCH 22-23 - CHAMBERSBURG, PA. 45th
Annual Gem-Mineral Show by the Franklin
County Rock and Mineral Club. Eugene C.
Clarke Jr Community Center (Rec Center);
235 South Third St, Chambersburg, PA.
Saturday 10AM - 5PM and Sunday 10AM -
4PM. Jewelry, Gemstones, Minerals,
Fossils, Displays, Door Prize. Admission
$6.00 - Children under 12 Free with Adult

MARCH 28-30—RALEIGH, NORTH
CAROLINA: Annual show; Tar Heel Gem &
Mineral Club; Kerr Scott Building, NC
Fairgrounds, 4285 Trinity Rd, Gate 9; Fri. 3-
7, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; $3 per person over
12 years old; Hospitality has sales of grab
bags, t-shirts, door prizes, magazines and
membership. Purchase a geode and be the
first to see inside it at the Geode booth.
Silent auction has bargains for children and
adults. Watch club members wire wrap, cut
stones and create gem trees at the
demonstration booth; contact Cyndy
Hummel, (919) 779-6220; Email:
mchummel@mindspring.com; Website:
www.tarheelclub.org/

MARCH 29-30—PLYMOUTH MEETING,
PENNSYLVANIA: Annual show; Philadelphia
Mineralogical Society and the Delaware
Valley Paleontological Society; Lu Lu
Temple, 5140 Butler Pike; Sat. 10-5, Sun.
10-4; Adults S7, Kids 12 and under S1,
Scouts in Uniform Free; Kids' Corner
activities free with admission, speakers
daily, demonstrations of micro mounting
with the Leidy Microscopical Society,
exhibits and displays of fossils and minerals,
free parking, food available; contact
Douglas Klieger, (610) 316-8052; Email:
dklieger@verizon.net; Website:
https://www.phillyrocks.org

JAN/FEB 2025

NEWS STORIES WITH POSSIBLE
INTEREST

How an 836-pound 'cursed' emerald
traveled the Americas, ruining lives and
bankrupting men

https://www.aol.com/news/836-pound-
cursed-emerald-traveled-110032037.html

Geologists found the world's largest iron
ore deposit
https://www.earth.com/news/geologists-
found-the-worlds-largest-iron-ore-deposit/

Thylacoleo the fossil lion makes a roaring
comeback
https://phys.org/news/2024-12-thylacoleo-
fossil-lion-roaring-comeback.html

GeoPicture of the week: Biggest crystals in
the world
https://www.zmescience.com/science/geol
ogy/mexico-giant-crystal-cave-cueva-
cristales-repubz/

“Black Beauty” meteorite was found on
Earth in 2011. Now scientists say it has
revealed a clue to life on Mars.
https://apple.news/AVNTkuVx-TTml-
ZszHbMOVw

Diamonds can now be created from

scratch in the lab in 15 minutes

https://www.earth.com/news/real-
diamonds-can-now-be-created-from-
scratch-in-the-lab-in-just-15-minutes/

China discovers the "Mother of all Mines":
This place hides the new white gold rush

https://www.eldiario24.com/en/china-
discovers-the-mother-of-all-mines/5155/
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The new gold - this mineral that we may all
have in our drawers at home has more
value than we thought - here's why.
https://unionrayo.com/us/new-gold-
mineral-drawers-more-value-thought/

Largest gold deposit in the world worth
$83 billion found in China
https://www.foxnews.com/world/largest-
gold-deposit-world-worth-83-billion-found-
china

Geologists Might Have Stumbled Upon the
Largest Gold Mine in the World
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/a
63152053/china-supergiant-gold-deposit/

Morris County NJ mines and sinkholes:
https://www.northjersey.com/picture-
gallery/news/morris/morris-
county/2024/12/27/morris-county-nj-
mines-and-sinkholes-photos/77264656007/

Making a Big Bang: The Largest Rough-
Diamond Finds of 2024
https://rapaport.com/news/making-a-big-
bang-the-largest-rough-diamond-finds-of-

2024/

Home to the world’s largest lithium
deposit: Over 40 million tons discovered
https://www.wecb.fm/home-to-the-worlds-

largest-lithium-deposit-over-40-million-
tons-discovered-2/

Man keeps rock thinking it’s gold for 17
years, turns out to be ancient Meteorite
worth a fortune - Times of India
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/etimes
/trending/man-keeps-rock-thinking-its-gold-
for-17-years-turns-out-to-be-ancient-

meteorite-worth-a-
fortune/articleshow/116704609.cms

New Specimen of Rare Jurassic Dinosaur
Unearthed in Colorado
https://www.sci.news/paleontology/morris
on-formation-haplocanthosaurus-
13542.html

Groundbreaking 555-Million-Year-Old
Fossil Discovery Sheds Light on One of
Evolution’s Greatest Mysteries
https://scitechdaily.com/groundbreaking-
555-million-year-old-fossil-discovery-sheds-
light-on-one-of-evolutions-greatest-

mysteries/

Superlarge rare-earth deposit discovered
in SW China’s Yunnan, with potential
resources reaching 1.15 million ton

https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202501/
1327071.shtml

Chart: Where Are the World’s Rare Earth
Metals?

https://www.statista.com/chart/33754/cou
ntries-with-the-greatest-known-reserves-of-

rare-earths/

The planets are aligning in a rare
phenomenon in January... here's what it
means for YOU
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-
14293589/rare-planetary-alignment-
january-astrology.html

Fabulous Quartz!
https://www.rockngem.com/?fref=fe8681e
5-ef25-4563-b8bc-
d3668838600b&em=c2Fkc2FjazU2QG1zbi5j
b20-

&utm source=newsletter&utm medium=e
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230 Million-Year-Old Fossil Found in
Wyoming Rewrites Dinosaur History
https://www.vice.com/en/article/230-
million-year-old-fossil-found-in-wyoming-
rewrites-dinosaur-history/

Paleontologists discover a new species of
North African predatory dinosaur in
archived images
https://phys.org/news/2025-01-
paleontologists-species-north-african-
predatory.html

Enormous skull of 200-million-year-old
giant dinosaur discovered in China
https://www.livescience.com/animals/dino
saurs/enormous-skull-of-200-million-year-
old-giant-dinosaur-discovered-in-china

There's a massive fault hidden under
America's highest mountain — and we
finally know how it formed
https://www.livescience.com/planet-
earth/geology/theres-a-massive-fault-
hidden-under-americas-highest-mountain-
and-we-finally-know-how-it-formed

Complete mastodon jaw fossil found in
New York backyard
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-
news/complete-mastodon-jaw-fossil-found-
new-york-backyard-rcnal84643

Mastodon fossils found in Orange County,
scientists say
https://www.timesunion.com/hudsonvalley
/news/article/mastodon-jaw-orange-
county-19986387.php

Rock Used as a Doorstop For Decades
Turns Out to Be Worth Over $1 Million
https://www.sciencealert.com/rock-used-
as-a-doorstop-for-decades-turns-out-to-be-
worth-over-1-million

Coal Recovered From the Titanic and
Thousands of Other Historic Shipwreck
Artifacts Are Going to Auction
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-
news/coal-recovered-from-the-titanic-and-
thousands-of-other-historic-shipwreck-
artifacts-are-going-to-auction-180985384/

Sawfly Fossil from Miocene Period
Discovered in Australia

https://www.sci.news/paleontology/baladi-
warru-13369.html

Extremely well-preserved fossil sawfly
sheds new light on co-evolution of insects
and toxic plants
https://phys.org/news/2024-10-extremely-
fossil-sawfly-evolution-insects.html

Millions of fossils unearthed during
construction at Los Angeles high school
https://www.foxnews.com/lifestyle/fossils-
dating-back-9-million-years-unearthed-
during-construction-high-school
Seven-year-old boy goes viral after finding
Australian sapphire worth thousands in
Outback dirt just metres from his home
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-
13252143/Aussie-boy-sapphire-worth-
thousands-Outback-
Queensland.html?ito=email share article-

top

Nearly complete fossil of Great White
Shark ancestor discovered
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https://interestingengineering.com/science
/great-white-shark-ancestor-fossil-found

Did you know there are 485-million-year-
old fossils hidden in the floor panels of
DC’s National Archives?

https://wtop.com/matt-about-
town/2025/01/matt-about-town-fossils-at-
the-national-archives/

Scientists discover new, 3rd form of
magnetism that may be the 'missing link'
in the quest for superconductivity

https://www.livescience.com/physics-
mathematics/scientists-discover-new-3rd-
form-of-magnetism-that-may-be-the-
missing-link-in-the-quest-for-
superconductivity

Here are the 7 countries with the most
gold mines in the world

https://dailygalaxy.com/2025/01/here-are-
the-7-countries-with-the-most-gold-mines-

in-the-world/

Largest two-legged dinosaur footprints
discovered, scientists say

https://nypost.com/2025/01/22/science/lar
gest-two-legged-dinosaur-footprints-
discovered-scientists-say/

Abandoned mines are causing
environmental problems. A new law clears
the way for cleanup.

https://idahocapitalsun.com/2025/01/22/a
bandoned-mines-are-causing-

environmental-problems-a-new-law-clears-
the-way-for-cleanup/

Japan hits JACKPOT, finds treasure worth
Rs 2100000000000 in..., may end China's...

https://www.india.com/business/japan-
hits-jackpot-finds-treasure-worth-rs-
2100000000000-in-may-end-chinas-

7552856/

A Rock Found In Worland Could Be Magic
Or An Ancient Tool

https://cowboystatedaily.com/2025/02/09/
a-rock-found-in-worland-could-be-magic-
or-an-ancient-tool/

Amazing plesiosaur fossil preserves its skin
and scales

https://www.newscientist.com/article/2467
149-amazing-plesiosaur-fossil-preserves-its-
skin-and-scales/

Earth's Magnetic North Pole Is Shifting
Toward Siberia and Raising Questions
About Unusual Movement

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-
news/earths-magnetic-north-pole-is-
shifting-toward-siberia-and-raising-
guestions-about-unusual-movement-

180985892/

Massive 40,000-year-old mammoth skull
dug up in Texas

https://www.chron.com/life/wildlife/article
/mammoth-skull-texas-20060836.php
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Holiday Gathering 2024

It was brisk night in Southern
Maryland, but that did not stop 40 or
revelers with presents and outstanding food
from attending the Annual SMRMC Holiday
Party.

Ceremonies were opened words
from our President Tim Smith and a prayer
by Dave Lines. Then it was time to "Belly
Up" to the Food Bar! Many appetites were

challenged, but to my eyes and ears - all
challenges were MET!

Then Santa started the evening's
main event- the Chinese Gift Exchange.
This as always had excitement,
disappointment and joy with each gift
leaving an owner going to another and to its
final owner. Many beautiful and highly
desired gifts were taken home.

Thanks to all that attended and
enjoyed the evening. Asthe last meeting
for the year, it was truly memorable!
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Hope everyone had a great holiday and
survived the local snowstorms these months.
See everyone in March 2025!!
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GREEN GEMS AND MINERALS
by Rich Simcsak
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These are just a few of the minerals/gems that can have a green color/hue to them.
APATITE JADE SPHENE
AVENTURINE KORNERUPINE TALC
BLOODSTONE MALACHITE TOPAZ
CHRYSOBERYL OPAL TOURMALINE
EMERALD PERIDOT TURQUOISE
FLOURITE PREHNITE TSAVORITE
GASPEITE SAPPHIRE UVITE
GREEN DIAMOND SERAPHINITE ZIRCON
HIDDENITE SERPENTINE ZOISITE
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The Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club

Meetings take place on the 4™ Tuesday of each month at
7:00pm

Held at the OLD WALDORF SCHOOL
Next to the Waldorf JayCees Hall
3074 Crain Highway, Waldorf, MD 20601

North of the RT 301 / RT 5 intersection

We’re on the web: SMRMC.ORG
Also on FACEBOOK: Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral

Club
SMRMC OFFICERS
PRESIDENT
Tim Smith
Programs / Vice President Membership / Vice President
Jill Lee Carole Raucheisen
Secretary Webmaster
Teresa Jones Bob Davidson
Field Trip Chairman Treasurer
David Lines Greta G
Rock Talk Editor FACEBOOK Coordinator

Rich Simcsak Kurt Knower

ITEMS WANTED/FOR SALE

For Sale — Virginia Unakite slabs (approx %
inch thick) — S0.50 per square inch (this is half
off regular price). Call Dave (240) 427-7062
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