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DECEMBER PROGRAM 

 

Christmas / Holiday Party 

THURSDAY 12 DECEMBER 
 

 YES!!  The last meeting of the year is 

on 12 DECEMBER 2024 and will start at 1800 

or 6 PM!  This earlier start is to help us get 

out before 9PM/2100.  It may have a VERY, 

VERY short meeting discussion and then 

move into the POT LUCK DINNER and the 

Annual Gift Exchange.  Hopefully everyone 

does not bring desserts (my sugar level will 

go CRAZY! but my sweet tooth would love it!)  

The flyer was sent out separately BUT as a 

slight reminder, it is in this year end edition 

of the ROCK TALK. 

 

IN THIS EDITION 
Holiday Flyer 

A Walk on the Beach In Hip Boots 

Santa Claus Word Search 

 

SMRMC  MINUTES 

Minutes of the SMRMC November 2024 
Meeting 

11/26/24 

 

 Submitted by Sue Knower 

 Meeting was called to order by Club 
President Tim. 

 Four (4) Guests – One (1) came with 
Trish, three (3) came on their own but one (1) 
was a member several years ago. 

SECRETARY– October minutes accepted as 
printed in Rock Talk (Kurt motioned, Sue 
seconded). 

TREASURER - No Treasurer report. 

FACEBOOK – 732 members. 

MEMBERSHIP  - No Membership report. 

PROGRAMS – Sign up sheets for programs 
and refreshments for meetings in 2025 are 
on side table.  Tonight’s program is Silent 
Auction and Show and Tell. 

FIELD TRIP   Dave gave the field trip report. 
He noted what conditions make for good 
fossil hunting on local beaches (full or new 
moon, low tide, strong NW wind).  Someone 
asked if there is a list of local places to find 
fossils.  Most commented not really, best 
source of info is fossilguy.com website. 
 

Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club  

ROCK TALK       DECEMBER 2024 
12 DECEMBER 2024 at 1800 (6:00 PM) 

Meeting at OLD WALDORF SCHOOL  
(next to the Waldorf JayCees Hall) 

North of the RT 301 / RT 5 Intersection 

http://fossilguy.com/
http://www.amfed.org/
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NEWSLETTER – November ROCK TALK was 
sent out last week and Rich hopes to send 
December early. 

WEBSITE - Website is ok 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 Rock Show – Kenny is still planning to 
chair the 2025 show despite health 
challenges. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 Holiday Party – since our regular 
December meeting would fall on Christmas 
Eve, options for when to have the holiday 
party were discussed.  Dec 12 seemed to fit 
most people’s schedule.  Kurt motioned, Jill 
seconded.  Party will be Thursday Dec 12 at 
Old Waldorf School at 6pm.  Potluck and 
small gift exchange.  Rich (Santa) will bring a 
small Christmas tree.  Sue will update the 
flyer from last year and send to Jill to send 
out.  No business meeting in December. 

 No meetings in January or February 
2025.  Next meeting is Tuesday March 26. 

 Sue motioned to adjourn the meeting 
and Rich seconded. 

 Door prizes were provided by Dave, 
refreshments by Jill.  People had time to bid 
on the silent auction items and then it closed 
at 8:15 and winners were announced.  

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 
Holi 
Holidays      
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IN THE DECEMBER 2024 ROCK TALK: 

TOPICS PAGE 

Minutes 1 

Table of Contents 3 

Programs / Refreshments 3 

Odds and Ends / Calendar of Events 4 

A Walk on the Beach In Hip Boots by Dave Lines 8 

Holiday Flyer 11 

Word Search 12 

SMRMC Staff 13 

Items Wanted/For Sale 13 

 

 

2024/5 PROGRAMS/REFRESHMENTS SCHEDULE 

MONTH PROGRAM REFRESHMENTS 

12 DEC 2024 HOLIDAY PARTY POT LUCK 

25 MAR 2025 TBA TBA 

22 APR 2025 Quarry Safety - Rich (Repeat Performance) TBA 

27 MAY 2025 TBA TBA 

24 JUN 2025 TBA TBA 

22 JUL 2025 TBA TBA 

26 AUG 2025 CLUB AUCTION POT LUCK 

23 SEP 2025 TBA TBA 

28 OCT 2025 TBA TBA 

25 NOV 2025 TBA TBA 

23 DEC 2025 HOLIDAY PARTY POT LUCK 
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2025 Programs / Refreshments 
 Volunteers and topics are desperately needed to expand all members knowledge in 
various related topics.  Having outside speakers is a great addition to our meetings, so if anyone 
knows someone that would speak on a relatable topic - PLEASE contact Jill.  She will appreciate 
ANY and ALL leads.  Always, members speaking on their adventures/knowledge is ALWAYS 
enlightening to the members and visitors. 
 Refreshment volunteers are usually easier for many to accomplish.  But Jill still needs to 
fill the calendar quickly to ensure the meeting attendees stomachs do not growl during the 
programs. 
 Please contact Jill with any assistance you desire to extend! 
 

For Best information on forecasted Tide Levels 

from Dave Lines 

 

 Recommend you keep checking the “water levels” on the NOAA website  
https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/stationhome.html?id=8577330  so you can choose the best 
location to look for fossils.  The water levels at Solomons will be similar to the those on the Bay.  
Purse is 4 hours later.  Good hunting.  

 

ODDS AND ENDS 
 
EDITORS NOTE:  I may forward an email 

from ROCKCHASING.COM if the article(s) 

are worthy for sharing with the club 

members.  IF anyone gets to their "FULL 

POINT" with too much information - 

PLEASE tell me and I will stop it's 

dissemination to those members not 

wanting the email. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
DECEMBER 6-8—DULUTH, GEORGIA:  
Annual show; Bellpoint Gem Show;  Gas 
South Convention Center, 6400 Sugarloaf 
Pkwy;  Fri. 10-5:30, Sat. 10-5:30, Sun. 10-
4:30;  $8 Admission cash only at door;  
Select dealers selling exquisite jewelry, 
crystals, fossils, minerals, healing stones, 
gems, beads & so much more; contact BJ; 
Email: mbellpoint@gmail.com;  Website: 
www.bellpointpromotions.com 
 

DECEMBER 6-8—SWANNANOA, NORTH 
CAROLINA:  Show; Mountain Area Gem and 
Mineral Association; Land of the Sky Shrine 
Club,  39 Spring Cove Road; Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-6, 
Sun. 10-4;  FREE; 29th  MAGMA Gem, 
Mineral and Fossil Show!  The Christmas 
Show!  Everything from affordable 
treasures to the finest gems, minerals, 
fossils and jewelry in the Southeast.  
Admission is free and this is a fun family 
friendly event.  Food and drink available 
daily.  Over 35 indoor and outdoor vendors; 
contact Richard Jacquot 28748, (828) 779-
4501; Email: rickjacquot@gmail.com; 
Website: www.AmericanRockhound.com 
 
FEBRUARY/MARCH 28-2—ATHENS, 
GEORGIA:  Annual show; Southeastern 
Mineral Specimens;  The Classic Center, 
Grand Hall 8, 300 N. Thomas St; Thu. 10-6, 
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5; $10 Adults, kids 12 and 
under free!  Wristband good for all three 
days;  Open to the public,  25 vendors from 

https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/stationhome.html?id=8577330%20
file:///C:/Users/owner/Desktop/Rock%20stuff/Rock%20Talks/2024%20Rock%20Talks/DEC%202024/www.bellpointpromotions.com
file:///C:/Users/owner/Desktop/Rock%20stuff/Rock%20Talks/2024%20Rock%20Talks/DEC%202024/www.AmericanRockhound.com
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the US and internationally,  everything 
geological- Minerals, fossils, gems $ jewelry, 
meteorites, lapidary, spheres, and more; 
contact Mark E. P. Woods, (706) 296-9467;  
Email: imineral@bellsouth.net; Website: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/854813
666398350 
 
MARCH 1-2—WILMINGTON, DELAWARE:  
Annual show; Delaware Mineralogical 
Society; DoubleTree by Hilton, 4727 
Concord Pike (Rt-202);  Sat. 11-5, Sun. 11-4; 
Seniors (60+) $5, Adults (18 - 59) $6 ($5 
with coupon), Juniors (12 – 17) $3,  Scouts 
in Uniform & Children under 12 Free when 
accompanied by a paying adult.  Tickets 
only sold at the door; Family-friendly show 
features educational exhibits of mineral, 
lapidary and fossil specimens; a roster of 
fine dealers of minerals, fossils, gems, 
jewelry; raffles of interesting specimens and 
a children’s area, where youngsters may 
purchase inexpensive mineral and fossil 
specimens; contact Dianne Soccio;  Email: 
rockincatmom23@gmail.com; Website: 
www.DMSrocks.org 
 
MARCH 1-2—RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA:  
Retail show; Rocks, Minerals, Crystals, Gem, 
Jewelry & Bead show; Raleigh Fairground, 
4285 Trinity Road;  Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 
Free Admission & Parking; contact Ash, 
(919) 257-8915;  Email: 
Jewelpassageshows@gmail.com;  Website: 
www.jewelpassageshows.com 
 
MARCH 7-9—AUGUSTA , GEORGIA:  Annual 
show;  Aiken Gem Mineral & Fossil Society 
and Augusta Gem & Mineral; Julian Smith 
Casino, 2200 Broad St; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, 
Sun. 11-5; $4 adult, $6 weekend pass, 
children under 12 free with adult, cash at 
door only, please;  Grab bags, Geode sales 
& cutting,  Treasure Dig,  Member displays • 

Lapidary demos • Hourly door prizes • 
Educational resource End-of-show GRAND 
PRIZE on Sunday ! (Attendance not required 
to win.) Dealers: • Gold • Silver • Fine and 
everyday jewelry • Loose gemstones • 
Cabochons • Crystals • Minerals ; contact 
Debra Baer, (803) 295-7897; Email: 
debbie.aikenrocks@gmail.com; Website: 
https://aikengmfs.org/ 
 
MARCH 8-9—MERIDEN, CONNECTICUT:  
Annual show; The Lapidary & Mineral 
Society Of Central CT; Maloney High School, 
Gravel Street; Sat. 9:30-5, Sun. 10-4; $5; 
children under 12 are free; Minerals, 
gemstones, crystals, fossils, kid's activities, 
and more; contact John Kringel; Email: 
Meridenlapminsoc@gmail.com; Website: 
www.LMSCC.org 
 
MARCH 8-9—NEW YORK, NEW YORK:  
Show and sale; New York Gems Jewelry & 
Mineral Show; The School of Fashion 
Industries, 225 West 24th Street; Sat. 10-6, 
Sun. 11-5; Admission $6, 12 years and 
under free; The participants are entitled to 
hourly door prices and attend free lectures 
organized and sponsored by the New York 
Mineralogical Club; contact Mohamed Bary, 
(347) 247-6568; Email: 
barygems@gmail.com; Website: 
www.newyorkmineralogicalclub.org/ 
 
MARCH 14-16—MARIETTA, GEORGIA:  
Annual show; Bellpoint Gem Show; Cobb 
County Civic Center, 548 South Marietta 
Parkway; Fri. 10-5:30, Sat. 10-5:30, Sun. 10-
4:30; $11 admission cash only at door;  
Select dealers from near and far selling 
extraordinary minerals, jewelry, gem, 
fossils, healing stones, beads, crystals, rocks 
; contact BJ;  Email: mbellpoint@gmail.com; 
Website: www.bellpointpromotions.com 
 

https://www.facebook.com/events/854813666398350
https://www.facebook.com/events/854813666398350
file:///C:/Users/owner/Desktop/Rock%20stuff/Rock%20Talks/2024%20Rock%20Talks/DEC%202024/www.DMSrocks.org
file:///C:/Users/owner/Desktop/Rock%20stuff/Rock%20Talks/2024%20Rock%20Talks/DEC%202024/www.jewelpassageshows.com
https://aikengmfs.org/
file:///C:/Users/owner/Desktop/Rock%20stuff/Rock%20Talks/2024%20Rock%20Talks/DEC%202024/%20www.LMSCC.org
file:///C:/Users/owner/Desktop/Rock%20stuff/Rock%20Talks/2024%20Rock%20Talks/DEC%202024/%20www.LMSCC.org
file:///C:/Users/owner/Desktop/Rock%20stuff/Rock%20Talks/2024%20Rock%20Talks/DEC%202024/www.newyorkmineralogicalclub.org/
file:///C:/Users/owner/Desktop/Rock%20stuff/Rock%20Talks/2024%20Rock%20Talks/DEC%202024/www.bellpointpromotions.com
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MARCH 21-23—SWANNANOA, NORTH 
CAROLINA:  Show; Mountain Area Gem and 
Mineral Association; Land of the Sky Shrine 
Club, 39 Spring Cove Road; Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-6, 
Sun. 10-4; FREE; 30th MAGMA Gem, 
Mineral and Fossil Show! Everything from 
affordable treasures to the finest gems, 
minerals, fossils and jewelry in the 
Southeast. Admission is free and this is a 
fun family friendly event. Food and drink 
are available daily. Over 35 vendors; 
contact Richard Jacquot, (828) 779-45; 
Email: rickjacquot@gmail.com; Website: 
www.AmericanRockhound.com 
 
MARCH 21-23—LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY:  
Annual show; Blue Grass Gem and Mineral 
Club; Clarion Hotel Conference Center, I 75 
Exit 115, 1950 Newtown Pike; Fri. 4-8, Sat. 
9-6, Sun. 10-5; Friday-$10 includes free 
admission all weekend plus 1 entry Friday 
Night Prize & 1 entry Grand Prize. Saturday 
& Sunday $5 each. Children 12 & under and 
Scouts in uniform are FREE; Minerals and 
fossil specimens, cabbing rough, crystals, 
artisan jewelry, children's items and much 
more. Silent Auctions and Club Sales 
Saturday and Sunday only. Grand Prize 
drawing 3 p.m. Sunday - need not be 
present to win; however, you must pickup 
the prize by 8 p.m. SERVICE PETS ONLY; 
contact Russ Blanton, (859) 749-3604; 
Email: russeblanton@yahoo.com; Website: 
http://bggamc.homestead.com/ 
 
MARCH 21-23—MARIETTA, GEORGIA:  
Annual show; Bellpoint Gem Show; Cobb 
Civic Center, 548 S Marietta Pkwy; Fri. 10-
5:30, Sat. 10-5:30, Sun. 10-4:30; $8 
Admission (Cash Only at the Door); Select 
dealers from near and far selling 
extraordinary minerals, jewelry, gems, 
fossils, healing stones, beads, crystals, 
rocks; contact BJ; Email: 

mbellpoint@gmail.com; Website: 
www.bellpointpromotions.com 
 
MARCH 28-30—RALEIGH, NORTH 
CAROLINA:  Annual show; Tar Heel Gem & 
Mineral Club; Kerr Scott Building, NC 
Fairgrounds, 4285 Trinity Rd, Gate 9; Fri. 3-
7, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; $3 per person over 
12 years old; Hospitality has sales of grab 
bags, t-shirts, door prizes, magazines and 
membership. Purchase a geode and be the 
first to see inside it at the Geode booth. 
Silent auction has bargains for children and 
adults. Watch club members wire wrap, cut 
stones and create gem trees at the 
demonstration booth; contact Cyndy 
Hummel, (919) 779-6220; Email: 
mchummel@mindspring.com; Website: 
www.tarheelclub.org/ 
 
MARCH 29-30—PLYMOUTH MEETING, 
PENNSYLVANIA:  Annual show; Philadelphia 
Mineralogical Society and the Delaware 
Valley Paleontological Society; Lu Lu 
Temple, 5140 Butler Pike; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 
10-4; Adults $7, Kids 12 and under $1, 
Scouts in Uniform Free; Kids' Corner 
activities free with admission, speakers 
daily, demonstrations of micro mounting 
with the Leidy Microscopical Society, 
exhibits and displays of fossils and minerals, 
free parking, food available; contact 
Douglas Klieger, (610) 316-8052; Email: 
dklieger@verizon.net; Website: 
https://www.phillyrocks.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://bggamc.homestead.com/
file:///C:/Users/owner/Desktop/Rock%20stuff/Rock%20Talks/2024%20Rock%20Talks/DEC%202024/www.bellpointpromotions.com
file:///C:/Users/owner/Desktop/Rock%20stuff/Rock%20Talks/2024%20Rock%20Talks/DEC%202024/www.tarheelclub.org/
https://www.phillyrocks.org/
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NEWS STORIES WITH POSSIBLE 
INTEREST  

 
Man Keeps a Rock For Years Hoping It's 

Gold. It Turns Out to Be Far More Valuable. 

https://www.sciencealert.com/man-keeps-
a-rock-for-years-hoping-its-gold-it-turns-
out-to-be-far-more-valuable 
 

Devils Postpile In California Is A Rare 

Geologic Marvel With Towering 18-Meter 

Columns 

https://www.iflscience.com/devils-postpile-
in-california-is-a-rare-geologic-marvel-with-
towering-18-meter-columns-77000 
 

Peru scientists unveil crocodile fossil up to 

12 million years old 

https://phys.org/news/2024-11-peru-
scientists-unveil-crocodile-fossil.html 
 

205-Million-Year-Old Lizard Is The World’s 

Oldest, Discovered In A Quarry Near Bristol 

https://www.iflscience.com/205-million-
year-old-lizard-is-the-worlds-oldest-
discovered-in-a-quarry-near-bristol-76991 
 

A fossil first: Scientists find 1.5-million-

year-old footprints of two different species 

of human ancestors at same spot 

https://phys.org/news/2024-11-fossil-
scientists-million-year-footprints.html 
 

8.7 million year-old fossil rewrites the 

story of human evolution 

https://www.thebrighterside.news/post/8-
7-million-year-old-fossil-rewrites-the-story-
of-human-evolution/ 
 

Ancient egg discovery in Antarctica 

reshapes marine reptile evolution 

https://www.thebrighterside.news/post/an
cient-egg-discovery-in-antarctica-reshapes-
marine-reptile-evolution/ 
 

'Supergiant' gold deposit discovered in 

China is one of the largest on Earth — and 

is worth more than $80 billion 

https://www.livescience.com/planet-
earth/geology/supergiant-gold-deposit-
discovered-in-china-is-one-of-the-largest-
on-earth-and-is-worth-more-than-usd80-
billion 
 
Rare mirabilite formations spotted on 

Great Salt Lake 

https://www.ksl.com/article/51198148/rar
e-mirabilite-formations-spotted-on-great-
salt-lake 
 

Meet the world's rarest mineral. It was 

found only once 

https://www.zmescience.com/science/geol
ogy/world-rarest-mineral/ 
 

Paleontologists discover Saskatchewan's 

first Centrosaurus and Citipes elegans 

fossils 

https://phys.org/news/2024-11-
paleontologists-saskatchewan-
centrosaurus-citipes-elegans.html 
 

Paleontologists Discover a New Pterosaur, 

Filling a Key Gap on the Evolutionary 

Timeline for These Flying Reptiles 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-
news/paleontologists-discover-a-new-
pterosaur-filling-a-key-gap-on-the-
evolutionary-timeline-for-these-flying-
reptiles-180985508/ 
 

Fossil amphibians found in burrows where 

they waited for the next rainy season 

https://www.sciencealert.com/man-keeps-a-rock-for-years-hoping-its-gold-it-turns-out-to-be-far-more-valuable
https://www.sciencealert.com/man-keeps-a-rock-for-years-hoping-its-gold-it-turns-out-to-be-far-more-valuable
https://www.sciencealert.com/man-keeps-a-rock-for-years-hoping-its-gold-it-turns-out-to-be-far-more-valuable
https://www.iflscience.com/devils-postpile-in-california-is-a-rare-geologic-marvel-with-towering-18-meter-columns-77000
https://www.iflscience.com/devils-postpile-in-california-is-a-rare-geologic-marvel-with-towering-18-meter-columns-77000
https://www.iflscience.com/devils-postpile-in-california-is-a-rare-geologic-marvel-with-towering-18-meter-columns-77000
https://phys.org/news/2024-11-peru-scientists-unveil-crocodile-fossil.html
https://phys.org/news/2024-11-peru-scientists-unveil-crocodile-fossil.html
https://www.iflscience.com/205-million-year-old-lizard-is-the-worlds-oldest-discovered-in-a-quarry-near-bristol-76991
https://www.iflscience.com/205-million-year-old-lizard-is-the-worlds-oldest-discovered-in-a-quarry-near-bristol-76991
https://www.iflscience.com/205-million-year-old-lizard-is-the-worlds-oldest-discovered-in-a-quarry-near-bristol-76991
https://phys.org/news/2024-11-fossil-scientists-million-year-footprints.html
https://phys.org/news/2024-11-fossil-scientists-million-year-footprints.html
https://www.thebrighterside.news/post/8-7-million-year-old-fossil-rewrites-the-story-of-human-evolution/
https://www.thebrighterside.news/post/8-7-million-year-old-fossil-rewrites-the-story-of-human-evolution/
https://www.thebrighterside.news/post/8-7-million-year-old-fossil-rewrites-the-story-of-human-evolution/
https://www.thebrighterside.news/post/ancient-egg-discovery-in-antarctica-reshapes-marine-reptile-evolution/
https://www.thebrighterside.news/post/ancient-egg-discovery-in-antarctica-reshapes-marine-reptile-evolution/
https://www.thebrighterside.news/post/ancient-egg-discovery-in-antarctica-reshapes-marine-reptile-evolution/
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/geology/supergiant-gold-deposit-discovered-in-china-is-one-of-the-largest-on-earth-and-is-worth-more-than-usd80-billion
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/geology/supergiant-gold-deposit-discovered-in-china-is-one-of-the-largest-on-earth-and-is-worth-more-than-usd80-billion
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/geology/supergiant-gold-deposit-discovered-in-china-is-one-of-the-largest-on-earth-and-is-worth-more-than-usd80-billion
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/geology/supergiant-gold-deposit-discovered-in-china-is-one-of-the-largest-on-earth-and-is-worth-more-than-usd80-billion
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/geology/supergiant-gold-deposit-discovered-in-china-is-one-of-the-largest-on-earth-and-is-worth-more-than-usd80-billion
https://www.ksl.com/article/51198148/rare-mirabilite-formations-spotted-on-great-salt-lake
https://www.ksl.com/article/51198148/rare-mirabilite-formations-spotted-on-great-salt-lake
https://www.ksl.com/article/51198148/rare-mirabilite-formations-spotted-on-great-salt-lake
https://www.zmescience.com/science/geology/world-rarest-mineral/
https://www.zmescience.com/science/geology/world-rarest-mineral/
https://phys.org/news/2024-11-paleontologists-saskatchewan-centrosaurus-citipes-elegans.html
https://phys.org/news/2024-11-paleontologists-saskatchewan-centrosaurus-citipes-elegans.html
https://phys.org/news/2024-11-paleontologists-saskatchewan-centrosaurus-citipes-elegans.html
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/paleontologists-discover-a-new-pterosaur-filling-a-key-gap-on-the-evolutionary-timeline-for-these-flying-reptiles-180985508/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/paleontologists-discover-a-new-pterosaur-filling-a-key-gap-on-the-evolutionary-timeline-for-these-flying-reptiles-180985508/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/paleontologists-discover-a-new-pterosaur-filling-a-key-gap-on-the-evolutionary-timeline-for-these-flying-reptiles-180985508/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/paleontologists-discover-a-new-pterosaur-filling-a-key-gap-on-the-evolutionary-timeline-for-these-flying-reptiles-180985508/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/paleontologists-discover-a-new-pterosaur-filling-a-key-gap-on-the-evolutionary-timeline-for-these-flying-reptiles-180985508/
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https://phys.org/news/2024-11-fossil-
amphibians-burrows-rainy-season.html 
 

New dinosaur species found, so large it 

would've eaten T-Rex for lunch 

https://organicallyhuman.com/new-
dinosaur-species-found-so-large-it-
wouldve-eaten-t-rex-for-lunch/ 
 

Chesapeake Bay beachcomber finds coffin 

with skeleton remains 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDGO
w2p6kNY 
 

Lab-grown diamonds to be only marketed 

as synthetic diamonds’ 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-
news/labgrown-diamonds-to-be-only-
marketed-as-synthetic-diamonds-official-
101732031736435.html 
 

Low levels of common contaminants but 

high levels of other elements in waters 

linked to abandoned lithium mine 

https://phys.org/news/2024-11-common-
contaminants-high-elements-linked.html 
 

Curiosity Cracked Open a Rock on Mars 

And Found a Big Surprise 

https://www.sciencealert.com/curiosity-
cracked-open-a-rock-on-mars-and-found-a-
big-surprise 
 

Authorities decide who is the rightful 

owner of the 836-pound emerald worth 

over $1B 

https://local12.com/news/nation-
world/836-pound-emerald-worth-one-
billion-dollars-rightful-owner-court-rules-
brazil-stolen-biggest-ever-bahia-mules-
attacked-taken-going-home-illegal-mining-
seized-ownership-disputes 
 

836-pound ‘cursed’ emerald worth $1bn 

must return to Brazil, U.S. judge rules 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/worl
d/americas/bahia-emerald-brazil-us-
lawsuit-b2652314.html 

 

A Walk on the Beach in Hip Boots 
by Dave Lines 

 
 It was a late November morning.  
Chilly.  The wind was almost calm.  A coat 
was needed.  A hat, too.  The low tide was 
predicted to occur at 8:58 am.  I managed 
to eat some breakfast and leave the house 
by 7:05.  When I arrived at the small gravel 
parking area around 8:00, there were 
already three (3) vehicles there –-- two (2) 
cars and a truck.  One of the cars had 
Virginia license plates.  

 This place has become a popular 
destination to look for fossils.  I changed 
into my hip boots, grabbed my bucket and 
headed down the half mile trail to the river 
–-- the Potomac.   
 When I arrived, the water level was 
low enough to leave about 20 feet of beach 
exposed.  No one else was there, but the 
tracks in the sand went south.  I followed --- 
but first, I pushed a stick into the beach at 
the water’s edge to mark the level of the 
water.  There were two sets of tracks --- 
one made the day before and two made 
earlier in the morning.  The tracks showed 

https://phys.org/news/2024-11-fossil-amphibians-burrows-rainy-season.html
https://phys.org/news/2024-11-fossil-amphibians-burrows-rainy-season.html
https://organicallyhuman.com/new-dinosaur-species-found-so-large-it-wouldve-eaten-t-rex-for-lunch/
https://organicallyhuman.com/new-dinosaur-species-found-so-large-it-wouldve-eaten-t-rex-for-lunch/
https://organicallyhuman.com/new-dinosaur-species-found-so-large-it-wouldve-eaten-t-rex-for-lunch/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDGOw2p6kNY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDGOw2p6kNY
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/labgrown-diamonds-to-be-only-marketed-as-synthetic-diamonds-official-101732031736435.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/labgrown-diamonds-to-be-only-marketed-as-synthetic-diamonds-official-101732031736435.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/labgrown-diamonds-to-be-only-marketed-as-synthetic-diamonds-official-101732031736435.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/labgrown-diamonds-to-be-only-marketed-as-synthetic-diamonds-official-101732031736435.html
https://phys.org/news/2024-11-common-contaminants-high-elements-linked.html
https://phys.org/news/2024-11-common-contaminants-high-elements-linked.html
https://www.sciencealert.com/curiosity-cracked-open-a-rock-on-mars-and-found-a-big-surprise
https://www.sciencealert.com/curiosity-cracked-open-a-rock-on-mars-and-found-a-big-surprise
https://www.sciencealert.com/curiosity-cracked-open-a-rock-on-mars-and-found-a-big-surprise
https://local12.com/news/nation-world/836-pound-emerald-worth-one-billion-dollars-rightful-owner-court-rules-brazil-stolen-biggest-ever-bahia-mules-attacked-taken-going-home-illegal-mining-seized-ownership-disputes
https://local12.com/news/nation-world/836-pound-emerald-worth-one-billion-dollars-rightful-owner-court-rules-brazil-stolen-biggest-ever-bahia-mules-attacked-taken-going-home-illegal-mining-seized-ownership-disputes
https://local12.com/news/nation-world/836-pound-emerald-worth-one-billion-dollars-rightful-owner-court-rules-brazil-stolen-biggest-ever-bahia-mules-attacked-taken-going-home-illegal-mining-seized-ownership-disputes
https://local12.com/news/nation-world/836-pound-emerald-worth-one-billion-dollars-rightful-owner-court-rules-brazil-stolen-biggest-ever-bahia-mules-attacked-taken-going-home-illegal-mining-seized-ownership-disputes
https://local12.com/news/nation-world/836-pound-emerald-worth-one-billion-dollars-rightful-owner-court-rules-brazil-stolen-biggest-ever-bahia-mules-attacked-taken-going-home-illegal-mining-seized-ownership-disputes
https://local12.com/news/nation-world/836-pound-emerald-worth-one-billion-dollars-rightful-owner-court-rules-brazil-stolen-biggest-ever-bahia-mules-attacked-taken-going-home-illegal-mining-seized-ownership-disputes
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/bahia-emerald-brazil-us-lawsuit-b2652314.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/bahia-emerald-brazil-us-lawsuit-b2652314.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/bahia-emerald-brazil-us-lawsuit-b2652314.html
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that they were in a hurry --- long strides.  
Looked like hip boot or chest wader tracks. 
 

 
 
 I noticed that there was a lot of 
clean sand on the beach.  Not much gravel.  
Sometimes it is covered with seaweed.  
When it is covered with mostly gravel, there 
seems to be more fossils.  I, too, decided to 
walk fast.  Within 20 minutes I had passed 
the second stream that flows across the 
beach.  I saw no one else --- either ahead or 
behind.  
 The walking from now on was much 
slower.  First, because I was looking for 
stuff.  Second, because there were many 
trees laying across the beach.  Sometimes 
this jumble of downed trees, limbs, and 
vines, which had previously fallen from the 
cliffs, create an almost impenetrable 
barrier.  That is when the hip boots and 
chest waders pay for themselves because 
you usually can wade around the obstacles -
-- at least on low tide.  
 The beach was still covered with lots 
of sand.  Not many rocks or fossils showing.  
No worry, the beach will change this winter, 
and the sand will wash away leaving more 
good stuff exposed.  That is the fun of it.  
Each time is different.  Once I found a fossil 
crocodile leg bone embedded in an 
uncovered section of the gray marl beach 

 bottom, but when I returned a few days 
later with Dr. Stephen Godfrey of the 
Calvert Marine Museum, the spot was 
buried under a foot of sand.  Never found 
the bone.  It is still there. 
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 I kept heading south finding only a 
few turritella molds along the way.  I kept 
looking for a croc tooth, but never found 
one.  I also found several colors of the 
Maryland State Gem Stone “the Patuxent 
River Stone”. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 As I was nearing the day marker at 
Smith Point, I heard voices behind me.  In a 
few minutes, three (3) people (two (2) 
young men and a young woman) and a dog 
appeared.  When they caught up, we 
exchanged pleasantries.  They (the people) 
were wearing chest waders.  They had the 
day off from work and they were from 
Bethesda, MD.  They waded around me 
(nice gesture) and kept walking south.  I 
found one 50-yard-long stretch of beach 
that was covered mostly in rocks --- very 
little sand.  Found a few more turritella 
molds, a few small sharks’ teeth, and a 
piece of antique purple sea glass. 
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 My cell phone rang.  My lovely wife 
wanted some help preparing for 
Thanksgiving.  My brother and his wife were 
scheduled to arrive late in the afternoon.  It 
was time to turn around and head back 
home.  It had been an enjoyable morning. 
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SANTA'S NAMES ACROSS THE WORLD 
by Rich Simcsak 

 
F A T H E R C H R I S T M A S 

K A N A K A L O K A B R E B A 

R L O S R E Y S M A G O S A N 

I D E D M O R O Z A G S E C T 

S O W E U S M C N G A E L H Y 

S H S F E C F E T L Y A N A E 

U S A O I C S T O K T N I G S 

A O L L K H H C L A Y A N H A 

L I U O A D I E N U P F O A I 

C E K C D N O I N Q P E J L N 

A T I I T N A O Z I J B E O T 

T O M N A P A N O R S K S O N 

N H I P E R E N O E L J U H I 

A A A Y A N I C O L A T S Y C 

S P A C E L G N I R K S I R K 

Some of the other names "SANTA" goes by across the world! 

 

ABA CHAGHALOO 
(Afghanistan)  

AYA NICOLA (Turkish) 
BEFANA (ITALY) 

 

DED MOROZ “Grandfather 

Frost” (Russia) 

 

EL NINO JESUS (Central 

America) 

 

FATHER CHRISTMAS 

(Jamaica/England/N.Z.) 

GANESHA (India) 

HOTEIOSHO “a god or priest 

who bears gifts” (Japan) 

 

JIZO (Japan) 

KANAKALOKA (Hawaii) 

KLEES’CHEN (Luxembourgish) 

KRIS KRINGLE (Aus./Can./U.S.) 
LOS REYS MAGOS (Spain) 

MIKULAS (Hungary) 

NICOLO (Austria)  

PA NORSK (Norway) 

PAI NATAL (Portugal) 
PAPA NOEL (Egypt/Spain) 

 

PERE NOEL 

(France/Belgium/Canada) 

 

SAINT NICHOLAS 

(Aus./Can./U.S.) 

SAINT NICK (Aus./Can./U.S. 
SANTA CLAUS (Aus./Can./U.S.) 

 
SANTY (Ireland) 
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ITEMS WANTED/FOR SALE 

 

For Sale – Virginia Unakite slabs (approx ¼ 

inch thick) – $0.50 per square inch (this is half 

off regular price).   Call Dave (240) 427-7062 
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