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OCTOBER PROGRAM 

 

“Remnants of Ancient Life” or 

alternative -  Dale Greenwalt 
 

 We are honored to have a repeat 

performance by Dale Greenwalt author of 

multiple books concerning fossils and what 

they have been "hiding" for many eons.  Be 

ready to learn more of what the animals and 

flora were about! 

 

IN THIS EDITION 
SMRMC Rock, Mineral, and Fossil Show 

Word Search 

Show Flyers 

 

SMRMC  MINUTES 

Old Waldorf School, Waldorf, MD 

Sept 24, 2024 

 Meeting was called to order at 7:15 

pm by Vice President Carol Raucheisen. 

VISITORS/NEW MEMBERS:  Attending:  27.  
We had three (3) new members attend.  
 
SECRETARY:  Sue moved to accept the 
minutes and Holly seconded.  Motion passed.  

 
 
 
TREASURER:  Club bank account was 
discussed.  Additional funds will be added 
from table rentals and membership dues. 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  Currently, approx 125 paid 
memberships - 102 adults and 23 Junior 
members.  
 
FACEBOOK  posts/members: 692.  Kurt 
encouraged folks to join Facebook and post 
educational items of interest.  He removes 
posts concerning sales of items, as only 
educational/ relevant posts are allowed. 
 
WEBSITE:  Nothing new to report. 
 
NEWSLETTER:  Rich said the July newsletter 

went out on Friday (9/20).  He would like to 

continue publishing as early as possible.  

Please send items of interest as soon as 

possible.  He encouraged members to send 

him articles of interest and ideas of what 

they would like to see in the newsletter as 

early as possible.  He regularly includes 

details about upcoming rock shows from 

other clubs. 

PROGRAMS:  Jill is working on future 

programs.  Tonight's program is on the planet 

Mercury.  October's program will be a 

Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club  
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presentation "Ancient Remnants" by Dale 

Greenwalt.  Polly, Carol and Al will be 

providing snacks for the October meeting.  Jill 

encouraged anyone who has information on 

a certain topic to consider presenting to the 

group. 

November's program will be a "Show and 

Tell".  Members are asked to bring their 

favorite rock(s) and present a brief tidbit 

about the rock- it could be how the rock was 

discovered or an other interesting story from 

the members.  It was suggested that we have 

a Silent Auction before and after the meeting 

along with this.  Jill made a motion to hold 

the silent auction at the November meeting 

and Sue seconded.  Motion passed.  

Proceeds:  10% to the club, remainder to the 

seller.  Please email Jill 

(jillleebn2000@gmail.com. 

FIELD TRIP REPORT: Dave  

Reminder:  Dues must be paid up to date to 

attend trips due to insurance rules. He also 

reminded members to bring their 

membership cards to each field trip. 

 Recent past field trips: 

Sept 21 - Kyanite Corp, Willis Mountain Mine, 

Dillwyn, Va. Finds: kyanite crystals iridescent 

hematite, pyrite in kyanite, schorl, quartz. 

Upcoming Field Trips: 

Oct.12-13- Go on your own Primitive 

Technology Weekend at Willow Grove 

Nature Center, 2175 Cromwell Bridge Rd, 

Parkville, MD 21234.  Hours Sat10-6 and Sun 

10-1. Flint knapping, pottery, bows and 

arrows, blowguns, indigenous cooking, 

tanning buckskin, wigwams.  Camping 

available.  For families, adults and children. 

Nov. 9 - Richmond swap 

Nov 30 - Odessa, DE--petrified wood trip with 

Calvert Marine Museum Fossil Club 

Dec - TBD - Short notice local Fossil Field 

Trips.  Potential lowest tides on full and new 

moons:  New Moon on 1st and 30th; Full 

Moon on 15th. 

OLD BUSINESS  
AUCTION 
Kurt reported the following information on 
the auction: there were 12 sellers and 9 
buyers. Donations brought in $350.00.  Total 
profit to club $540.00.  He thanked all 
involved in the auction: auctioneers Rich and 
Ralph.  Becky and Diane for recording sales, 
Susan -data base.   
  
2024 MINERAL ROCK AND FOSSIL SHOW -  
The word is getting out.  Fri. night, Oct. 4 will 
be for set-up and the show is Sat., Oct. 5, 9-4.  
Kenny encouraged everyone to take show 
flyers to distribute and to publicize the show 
to friends and other groups.  
 
Please help set up: Friday 4-6 pm. Saturday at 
6:00 am - set up for vendors.  Most of the 
tables are sold.  There are 2-3 left if a 
member seller wants an additional tables.  
The stage area will be used for activities such 
as the door prize display and distribution and 
other informational  Additional ideas, such as 
a display from the Calvert Cliffs museum 
were offered.  Most members are continuing 
in the jobs held for last year.  A new feature 
this year will be a food truck, which may also 
bring in customers from 301.  We want to 
make sure our vendors are taken care of.  
Diane and Trisha will bring breakfast and 
lunch items. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  none 
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ADJOURNMENT 

Polly moved and Ralph seconded the motion 

at 8:00 pm to adjourn the business meeting. 

After refreshments (Thanks Jill) and door 

prize drawing (thanks, Dave), Jill presented 

an very informative program on Mars. 

(Cloudy weather prevented a plan to view 

the skies with a telescope.)   

 

 

 

 

 

 
Holi 

Holidays      
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2025 Programs / Refreshments 
 Volunteers and topics are desperately needed to expand all members knowledge in 
various related topics.  Having outside speakers is a great addition to our meetings, so if anyone 
knows someone that would speak on a relatable topic - PLEASE contact Jill.  She will appreciate 
ANY and ALL leads.  Always, members speaking on their adventures/knowledge is ALWAYS 
enlightening to the members and visitors. 
 Refreshment volunteers are usually easier for many to accomplish.  But Jill still needs to 
fill the calendar quickly to ensure the meeting attendees stomachs do not growl during the 
programs. 
 Please contact Jill with any assistance you desire to extend! 
 

 

2024 PROGRAMS/REFRESHMENTS SCHEDULE 

MONTH PROGRAM REFRESHMENTS 

22 OCT 2024 “Remnants of Ancient Life” or alternative -  Dale 
Greenwalt  greenwaltd@si.edu 

Polly, Al, & Carole 

26 NOV 2024 Show and Tell Greta 

17 (?) DEC 2024 HOLIDAY PARTY POT LUCK 

mailto:greenwaltd@si.edu
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ODDS AND ENDS 
 
EDITORS NOTE:  I may forward an email 

from ROCKCHASING.COM if the article(s) 

are worthy for sharing with the club 

members.  IF anyone gets to their "FULL 

POINT" with too much information - 

PLEASE tell me and I will stop it's 

dissemination to those members not 

wanting the email. 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
OCTOBER 18-20, 2024  HICKORY, NC  

Catawba Valley Gem & Mineral Club Show  

Hours: Fri/Sat 10:00-6:00 Sun 10:00-5:00  

Venue: Hickory Metro Convention Center; 

Address: 1960 13th Ave Dr S, Hickory Metro 

Convention Center, Hickory, NC 28602 

Website:  http://cvgmc.com/ 

 
OCTOBER 19-20, 2024  SOUTH 

CHARLESTON, WV-  Kanawha Rock & Gem 

Club presents their 50th Annual Jewelry, 

Gems, Mineral & Fossil Show & Sale.  

Located at South Charleston Community 

Center 601 Jefferson Road, South 

Charleston, WV, United States.  Saturday 

and  Sunday, - 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Grand 

Door Prizes $150.00 in Gift Certificates good 

at next year's show and  $75.00 in Gift 

Certificates good at next year’s show with 

additional Hourly Drawings  Admission  

$3.50 PER PERSON $2.00 with Coupon, 

CHILDREN 12 & UNDER FREE.  Free Parking 

OCTOBER 19-20, 2024 MT BETHEL, PA; 

Mount Bethel Gem Mineral & Fossil Show -

Hours:  Sat 9:00-5:00 Sun 9:00-4:00; Venue: 

Mount Bethel Fire Hall; Address: 2341 N 

Delaware Dr. (AKA RT. 611)  Mount Bethel 

Fire Hall, Mt Bethel, PA 18343  Website:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701

857546267/?ref=share  Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701

857546267/?ref=share 

 

OCTOBER 26, 2024 – FAIRLESS HILLS, PA - 
ULTRAVIOLATION - All Fluorescent Mineral 
Show.  First United Methodist Church, 840 
Trenton Road, Fairless Hills, PA 19030.  
Saturday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  For 
additional information visit:  Website: 
https://sites.google.com/view/lowerbucksp
arocks/home or contact Show Chairman Lee 
McIlvaine at Email: 
www.uvgeologist@yahoo.com or Phone: 
215-713-8020 
 
OCTOBER 26-27, 2024 – EAST ROCHESTER, 
NY;  Rochester Gem, Mineral, Jewelry and 
Fossil Show. 10am-5pm Saturday, 10am to 
5pm Sunday. Total Sports Experience. 435 
West Commercial Street, East Rochester, 
NY. Children’s activities, hourly drawings, 
about 28 dealers. 
 
NOVEMBER 9, 2024 - MECHANICSVILLE, VA 
- The Annual Richmond Gem & Mineral 
Society Rock Sale and Swap.  St Paul 
Lutheran Church, 8100 Shady Grove Road, 
Mechanicsville, VA 23111.  Saturday 09:00 
AM to 3:00 PM.  Open to all children and 
adults (from novice to expert) to purchase 
or swap various mineral, gem, jewelry, 
fossil, shell, and lapidary items.  Free items 
for kids and a raffle.  Free Admission and 
plenty of parking.  FACEBOOK:  Richmond 
Gem & Mineral Society.  (Flyer in this issue) 

https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/catawba-valley-gem-mineral-club-show/750/false/false
http://cvgmc.com/
https://efmls.org/event/kanawha-rock-gem-club-presents-their-50th-annual-jewelry-gems-mineral-fossil-show-sale/
https://efmls.org/event/kanawha-rock-gem-club-presents-their-50th-annual-jewelry-gems-mineral-fossil-show-sale/
https://efmls.org/event/kanawha-rock-gem-club-presents-their-50th-annual-jewelry-gems-mineral-fossil-show-sale/
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/mount-bethel-gem-mineral-fossil-show/2267/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/mount-bethel-gem-mineral-fossil-show/2267/false/false
https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701857546267/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701857546267/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701857546267/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701857546267/?ref=share
file:///C:/Users/owner/Desktop/Rock%20stuff/Rock%20Talks/2024%20Rock%20Talks/OCT%202024/ROCK%20TALK%20SEPT%202024%20FINAL.docx
file:///C:/Users/owner/Desktop/Rock%20stuff/Rock%20Talks/2024%20Rock%20Talks/OCT%202024/ROCK%20TALK%20SEPT%202024%20FINAL.docx
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NOVEMBER 15-17, 2024  LEBANON, PA  

Gem Miner's Jubilee Gem & Jewelry Show; 

Hours: Fri/Sat 10:00-6:00 Sun 11:00-4:00, 

Venue: Lebanon Valley Fairgrounds and 

Expo; Address: 80 Rocherty Road, Lebanon 

Valley Fairgrounds and Expo, Lebanon, PA 

17042  Website: https://www.gem-

show.com/ 

 

NOVEMBER 23-24, 2024 -FAIRFAX, VA  

32nd Annual Gem Mineral and Fossil Show 

Presented by the Northern Virginia Mineral 

Club  Cost:  $6.00 Hours: Sat 10-6, Sun 10-4  

Celebrating 25 years sponsored by the 

Department of Atmospheric, Oceanic and 

Earth Sciences at GMU  Admission:  Adults 

$6, Seniors(65+) $4, Teens (13-17) $3, 
Children 12 and under accompanied by a 

adult are FREE — Scouts in Uniform are 

FREE — GMU Students & Faculty with ID 

are FREE. 

 Approximately 20 dealers with 

Gems, Minerals & Fossils for sale. Features: 

Demonstrations, Exhibits, Kids Activities. 

and Door Prizes,  Silent Auction on Sunday.  

Use Parking Lot A, enter Lot A where 

adjacent to the Johnson Center.  Look for 

our Courtesy Shuttle & Designated Walking 

Path to the Mineral Show.  GPS: 

https://bit.ly/3fBZfh8 [ takes you to GMU’s 

Lot A ] (Flyer in this issue) 

 
 

NEWS STORIES WITH POSSIBLE 
INTEREST  

 
Stand Inside The World's Largest Geode At 

This Ethereal And Underrated Ohio 

Attraction 

https://www.islands.com/1683115/crystal-
cave-overlooked-ohio-attraction-ethereal-
underrated/ 
 

365-Million-Year-Old Winged Seed Fossil 

Found in China 

https://www.sci.news/paleontology/alasem
enia-tria-13330.html 
 

How Wyoming Ranchers Rescued A 1,500-

Year-Old… 

https://cowboystatedaily.com/2024/10/12/
priceless-wyoming-rock-carving-was-stolen-
in-1940-then-donated-to-state-museum/ 
 

Crucial North Carolina quartz mine is up 

and running following Hurricane Helene 

https://www.theverge.com/2024/10/11/24
267697/north-carolina-quartz-sibelco-
resumes-operations-hurricane-helene 
 

Geologists Crack 134-Million-Year-Old 

Mystery of Amethyst Geode Formation 

https://scitechdaily.com/geologists-crack-
134-million-year-old-mystery-of-amethyst-
geode-formation/ 
 

US spots where you can mine for diamonds 

and gemstones 

https://www.foxnews.com/travel/us-spots-
where-you-can-mine-diamonds-gemstones 
 

Australian crystal hunter discovers 

priceless elestial quartz hidden in dirt 

https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/gem-miners-jubilee-gem-jewelry-show/1051/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/gem-miners-jubilee-gem-jewelry-show/1051/false/false
https://www.gem-show.com/
https://www.gem-show.com/
https://bit.ly/3fBZfh8
https://www.islands.com/1683115/crystal-cave-overlooked-ohio-attraction-ethereal-underrated/
https://www.islands.com/1683115/crystal-cave-overlooked-ohio-attraction-ethereal-underrated/
https://www.islands.com/1683115/crystal-cave-overlooked-ohio-attraction-ethereal-underrated/
https://www.sci.news/paleontology/alasemenia-tria-13330.html
https://www.sci.news/paleontology/alasemenia-tria-13330.html
https://cowboystatedaily.com/2024/10/12/priceless-wyoming-rock-carving-was-stolen-in-1940-then-donated-to-state-museum/
https://cowboystatedaily.com/2024/10/12/priceless-wyoming-rock-carving-was-stolen-in-1940-then-donated-to-state-museum/
https://cowboystatedaily.com/2024/10/12/priceless-wyoming-rock-carving-was-stolen-in-1940-then-donated-to-state-museum/
https://www.theverge.com/2024/10/11/24267697/north-carolina-quartz-sibelco-resumes-operations-hurricane-helene
https://www.theverge.com/2024/10/11/24267697/north-carolina-quartz-sibelco-resumes-operations-hurricane-helene
https://www.theverge.com/2024/10/11/24267697/north-carolina-quartz-sibelco-resumes-operations-hurricane-helene
https://scitechdaily.com/geologists-crack-134-million-year-old-mystery-of-amethyst-geode-formation/
https://scitechdaily.com/geologists-crack-134-million-year-old-mystery-of-amethyst-geode-formation/
https://scitechdaily.com/geologists-crack-134-million-year-old-mystery-of-amethyst-geode-formation/
https://www.foxnews.com/travel/us-spots-where-you-can-mine-diamonds-gemstones
https://www.foxnews.com/travel/us-spots-where-you-can-mine-diamonds-gemstones
https://www.gem-show.com/
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https://www.foxnews.com/lifestyle/man-
stumbles-gem-worth-thousands-hidden-
dirt-its-like-nothing-else 
 

The low country is full of fossils, the latest 

find a dolphin 

https://www.postandcourier.com/news/pal
eontolgoy-dolphin-fossil-summerville-
south-carolina/article_e2605400-64b8-
11ef-b279-b380fb4ddde3.html 
 

Scientists discover there wasn’t just one 

asteroid which killed dinosaurs – after 66 

million years 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/scie
nce/earth-asteroid-dinosaurs-extinction-
nadir-crater-b2625743.html 
 

Paleontologists unearth giant skull of 

Pachyrhinosaurus in Alberta 

https://globalnews.ca/news/10776355/nort
hern-alberta-dinosaur-skull-september/ 
 

2.30-carat diamond found at Crater of 

Diamonds State Par 

https://www.4029tv.com/article/230-carat-
diamond-arkanass-bug/62533393 
 

A giant lake has treasure worth $540 

billion hidden in its bed in California. Can it 

be extracted? 

https://www.wionews.com/science/a-
giant-lake-has-treasures-worth-540-bn-
hidden-in-its-bed-in-california-can-it-be-
extracted-764948 
 

Bidding for rare gem discovered in 

Colorado mine starts at $8,000 

https://www.denverpost.com/2024/10/03/
rare-rhodochrosite-gemstone-auction-
thousands-colorado-park-county-sweet-
home-mine/ 

 

Geological surveys shed light on the 

formation mystery of Uruguay's amethyst 

geodes 

https://phys.org/news/2024-10-geological-
surveys-formation-mystery-uruguay.html 
 

Top 10 Most Powerful Crystals to Keep 

Your Aura Protected 

https://www.moneycontrol.com/astrology/
top-10-most-powerful-crystals-to-keep-
your-aura-protected-visual-story-
2456664.html 
 

Silver in the Pennsylvania Wilds 

https://pawilds.com/silver-pennsylvania-
wilds/ 
 

What Is Quicksilver And How Is It Used To 

Extract Gold? 

https://www.iflscience.com/what-is-
quicksilver-and-how-is-it-used-to-extract-
gold-76186 
 

This Glow-In-The-Dark Crystal Is A Dazzling 

World-First 

https://www.iflscience.com/this-glow-in-
the-dark-crystal-is-a-dazzling-world-first-
76175 
 

Gemstone Meanings: Power and 

Significance of the 25 Most Popular Gems 

https://www.womansday.com/life/g623022
99/gemstone-meanings/ 
 

Handy guidebook to petroglyphs in the 

Susquehanna River now available 

https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/20
24/09/25/handy-guidebook-to-petroglyphs-
in-the-susquehanna-river-now-
available/75347217007/ 
 

https://www.foxnews.com/lifestyle/man-stumbles-gem-worth-thousands-hidden-dirt-its-like-nothing-else
https://www.foxnews.com/lifestyle/man-stumbles-gem-worth-thousands-hidden-dirt-its-like-nothing-else
https://www.foxnews.com/lifestyle/man-stumbles-gem-worth-thousands-hidden-dirt-its-like-nothing-else
https://www.postandcourier.com/news/paleontolgoy-dolphin-fossil-summerville-south-carolina/article_e2605400-64b8-11ef-b279-b380fb4ddde3.html
https://www.postandcourier.com/news/paleontolgoy-dolphin-fossil-summerville-south-carolina/article_e2605400-64b8-11ef-b279-b380fb4ddde3.html
https://www.postandcourier.com/news/paleontolgoy-dolphin-fossil-summerville-south-carolina/article_e2605400-64b8-11ef-b279-b380fb4ddde3.html
https://www.postandcourier.com/news/paleontolgoy-dolphin-fossil-summerville-south-carolina/article_e2605400-64b8-11ef-b279-b380fb4ddde3.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/earth-asteroid-dinosaurs-extinction-nadir-crater-b2625743.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/earth-asteroid-dinosaurs-extinction-nadir-crater-b2625743.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/earth-asteroid-dinosaurs-extinction-nadir-crater-b2625743.html
https://globalnews.ca/news/10776355/northern-alberta-dinosaur-skull-september/
https://globalnews.ca/news/10776355/northern-alberta-dinosaur-skull-september/
https://www.4029tv.com/article/230-carat-diamond-arkanass-bug/62533393
https://www.4029tv.com/article/230-carat-diamond-arkanass-bug/62533393
https://www.wionews.com/science/a-giant-lake-has-treasures-worth-540-bn-hidden-in-its-bed-in-california-can-it-be-extracted-764948
https://www.wionews.com/science/a-giant-lake-has-treasures-worth-540-bn-hidden-in-its-bed-in-california-can-it-be-extracted-764948
https://www.wionews.com/science/a-giant-lake-has-treasures-worth-540-bn-hidden-in-its-bed-in-california-can-it-be-extracted-764948
https://www.wionews.com/science/a-giant-lake-has-treasures-worth-540-bn-hidden-in-its-bed-in-california-can-it-be-extracted-764948
https://www.denverpost.com/2024/10/03/rare-rhodochrosite-gemstone-auction-thousands-colorado-park-county-sweet-home-mine/
https://www.denverpost.com/2024/10/03/rare-rhodochrosite-gemstone-auction-thousands-colorado-park-county-sweet-home-mine/
https://www.denverpost.com/2024/10/03/rare-rhodochrosite-gemstone-auction-thousands-colorado-park-county-sweet-home-mine/
https://www.denverpost.com/2024/10/03/rare-rhodochrosite-gemstone-auction-thousands-colorado-park-county-sweet-home-mine/
https://phys.org/news/2024-10-geological-surveys-formation-mystery-uruguay.html
https://phys.org/news/2024-10-geological-surveys-formation-mystery-uruguay.html
https://www.moneycontrol.com/astrology/top-10-most-powerful-crystals-to-keep-your-aura-protected-visual-story-2456664.html
https://www.moneycontrol.com/astrology/top-10-most-powerful-crystals-to-keep-your-aura-protected-visual-story-2456664.html
https://www.moneycontrol.com/astrology/top-10-most-powerful-crystals-to-keep-your-aura-protected-visual-story-2456664.html
https://www.moneycontrol.com/astrology/top-10-most-powerful-crystals-to-keep-your-aura-protected-visual-story-2456664.html
https://pawilds.com/silver-pennsylvania-wilds/
https://pawilds.com/silver-pennsylvania-wilds/
https://www.iflscience.com/what-is-quicksilver-and-how-is-it-used-to-extract-gold-76186
https://www.iflscience.com/what-is-quicksilver-and-how-is-it-used-to-extract-gold-76186
https://www.iflscience.com/what-is-quicksilver-and-how-is-it-used-to-extract-gold-76186
https://www.iflscience.com/this-glow-in-the-dark-crystal-is-a-dazzling-world-first-76175
https://www.iflscience.com/this-glow-in-the-dark-crystal-is-a-dazzling-world-first-76175
https://www.iflscience.com/this-glow-in-the-dark-crystal-is-a-dazzling-world-first-76175
https://www.womansday.com/life/g62302299/gemstone-meanings/
https://www.womansday.com/life/g62302299/gemstone-meanings/
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2024/09/25/handy-guidebook-to-petroglyphs-in-the-susquehanna-river-now-available/75347217007/
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2024/09/25/handy-guidebook-to-petroglyphs-in-the-susquehanna-river-now-available/75347217007/
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2024/09/25/handy-guidebook-to-petroglyphs-in-the-susquehanna-river-now-available/75347217007/
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2024/09/25/handy-guidebook-to-petroglyphs-in-the-susquehanna-river-now-available/75347217007/
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72 million-year-old dinosaur skull weighing 

600 pounds discovered 

https://interestingengineering.com/culture
/72-million-year-old-dinosaur-skull 
 

Paleontologists Unveil New Species of 

Sauropod Dinosaur 

https://www.sci.news/paleontology/campa
naneyen-fragilissimus-13300.html 
 

Here are the top 10 states where you’re 

likely to find gold 

https://www.khon2.com/news/national/he
re-are-the-top-10-states-where-youre-
likely-to-find-gold-survey/ 
 

America discovers rocks with limitless 

energy: White in color, hailed as the oil of 

the 21st century 

https://www.eldiario24.com/en/america-
discovers-limitless-energy/868/ 
 

Scientists Finally Uncover the True Origins 

of the Dinosaur-Killing Asteroid 

https://scitechdaily.com/scientists-finally-
uncover-the-true-origins-of-the-dinosaur-
killing-asteroid/ 
 

Monstrous dinosaur skeleton found by 

railway workers in Spain – and there's 

more to it than they first thought 

https://www.discoverwildlife.com/dinosaur
s/qunkasaura-pintiquiniestra-spain 
 
Fossils tell tale of devastating mass 

extinction when Mediterranean dried up 

https://www.science.org/content/article/fo
ssils-tell-tale-devastating-mass-extinction-
when-mediterranean-dried 
 

Fossils from lush 53 million-year-old South 

Pole rainforest discovered in Tasmania 

https://www.livescience.com/planet-
earth/plants/fossils-from-lush-53-million-
year-old-south-pole-rainforest-discovered-
in-tasmania 
 

Ghanaian lecturers discover rare mineral, 

tantalum deposits in southern Ghana 

https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomeP
age/business/Ghanaian-lecturers-discover-
rare-mineral-tantalum-deposits-in-
southern-Ghana-1952320 
 

Watch as incredible new drone vid shows 

world’s longest dinosaur tracks from long-

necked sauropod 150 MILLION years ago 

https://www.the-
sun.com/tech/12633536/worlds-longest-
dinosaur-tracks-long-necked-sauropod/ 
 

Scientists find 'giant' dinosaur spider fossil 

in Australia 

https://www.indy100.com/science-
tech/scientists-dinosaur-spider-fossil-
australia-2669392212 
 

Discovery of one of the oldest-ever fossils 

sheds new light on rise of dinosaurs 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/scie
nce/archaeology/dinosaur-fossil-brazil-
gondwanax-paraisensis-b2629304.html 
 

The Best Birthstone Jewelry for Your 

Birthday Month 

https://www.instyle.com/birthstone-and-
meaning-8722448 
 

Winged figures across continents: 

Petroglyphs link Utah, Japan, and 

Azerbaijan 

https://townlift.com/2024/10/winged-
figures-across-continents-petroglyphs-link-
utah-japan-and-azerbaijan/ 
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SMRMC Rock, Mineral, and 
Fossil Show 

05 OCTOBER 2024 
 

 This year's show was another 
success (my opinion, not that of the 
management) for the visitors and the 
dealers.  For the third year in a row we have 
been graciously allowed to hold the show at 
the Old Waldorf School in Waldorf, MD.  
With nearly 40 vendors the show brought in 
approximately 300 people.  The show had 
"competition" from other events in the tri-
county area but those that truly love the 
hobby came and was amazed at what was 
available and very unusual.   
 
 Late last year, Dave handed the 
duties of Show Lead to Kenny.  Kenny was 
able to continue this duty with another 
quality show.  His coordination with the 
vendors and club members throughout the 
year and kept all in the club informed on 
the plans progress leading to an 
outstanding show.   
 
 Thanks to all the vendors that came 
to the show and those club members that 
assisted with the set-up, running of the 
show, breakdown and clean-up .  Teamwork 
was outstanding and everyone should be 
proud of our production. 
 
 I believe during the October meeting 
we will get a "numbers" breakdown of how 
many people came, vendors comments, and 
how well we did financially.  Also a possible 
discussion of if we should have a show next 
year, and if so - when.  Building/space 
availability is the key issue. 
 
 The following pictures were taken 
by Bob T.  Thank you Bob for forwarding 

them to me.  I seemed to have forgotten 
my phone was in my back pocket the entire 
show. 
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STATE DESIGNATED ROCKS, MINERALS AND GEMS 
by Rich Simcsak 

 
A N E L A G G E R E D N U H T 

S I L L M A N I T E L A P O U 

E C P E N O T S N O O M U H R 

T H E M E R A L D R W R E H Q 

I A N T Q U A R T Z M M O L U 

D L O A I D D E T A A D Y L O 

N C T U I N N C L T O R L A I 

A E S Y V R O I I N E V B R S 

L D E A A R N T I B L C X O E 

R O M G O E E T G E O D E C H 

E N I L F J E K O N N M O K F 

D Y L D U T N I L F I A K C E 

M A R B L E N S D Y L B G A D 

U D N O M A I D E T A G A L A 

C L A T X Z A P O T E U L B J 

 

States have chosen to designate Rocks, Minerals, and Gems as "Official" State items.  With each item 

listed below the state and a symbol (R, M, G, S) will designate what each state has chosen.  Some 

states have duplicate designated stones.  Both states will be listed.  Four (4) states (PA, ND, NJ, and 

KS) do not have designated rock, gem, or mineral.  Listing found at NETSTATE.com. 

 
AGATE (LA,KY,MN,TN,SD) 

(M)(G) 

BABINGTONITE (MA) (M) 

BERYL (NH) (M) 

BLACK CORAL (HI) (G) 

BLUE TOPAZ (TX) (G) 

CHALCEDONY (NE,WV) (R,G) 

COAL (KY,UT,WV) (M)(R) 

CORAL (FL) (S) 

CUMDERLANDITE (RI) (R) 

DIAMOND (AR) (G) 

EMERALD (NC) (G) 

FLINT (OH)(G) 

GALENA (MISSOURI/WI) (M) 

GARNET 

(CN,KY,NY,VT)(M)(G)(R) 

GEODE (IA) (R) 

GOLD (AK,CA,NC,SD) (M,J) 

HEMATITE (AL) (M) 

JADE (AK/WY) (G) 

LIMESTONE (IN) (R) 

MARBLE (AL,CO,VT)(R) 

MOONSTONE (FL) (G) 

QUARTZ 

(AL,AR,GA,NH,SD)(G)  

OPAL (NV) (G) 

RHODONITE (MA) (G) 

SILLMANITE (DE) (M) 

TALC (VT) (M) 

THUNDEREGG (OR) (R) 

TOURMALINE (ME/AR) 

(M/G) 

TURQUOISE (AZ/NM,NV) (G) 
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ITEMS WANTED/FOR SALE 

 

For Sale – Virginia Unakite slabs (approx ¼ 

inch thick) – $0.50 per square inch (this is half 

off regular price).   Call Dave (240) 427-7062 

 

   

The Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club 

Meetings take place on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 

7:00pm 

Held at the OLD WALDORF SCHOOL 

Next to the Waldorf JayCees Hall 

3074 Crain Highway, Waldorf, MD 20601 

North of the RT 301 / RT 5 intersection 

We’re on the web:     SMRMC.ORG 
 

SMRMC OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT 
Tim Smith 

 

Programs / Vice President   Membership / Vice President 
Jill Lee       Carole Raucheisen 

 
Secretary      Webmaster 

Teresa Jones      Bob Davidson 
 

Field Trip Chairman     Treasurer 
David Lines      Greta G 

 

Rock Talk Editor    FACEBOOK Coordinator 
Rich Simcsak     Kurt Knower 

http://www.smrmc.org/uploads/3/4/4/8/3448020/2202886_orig.jpg?176

