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SEPTEMBER PROGRAM 

 

 This month, Jill will be discussing 

some of the ongoing and future 

ASTRONOMY events we all can view in the 

sky!  (of course we need clear skys)  She gave 

an outstanding discussion last year.  Be ready 

with questions and your observances!! 

 

IN THIS EDITION 
Contrary Creek Trip 

SMRMC Rock, Mineral, and Fossil Show 

Word Search 

 

SMRMC  MINUTES 

Old Waldorf School, Waldorf, MD 

August 27, 2024 

 

 This month a shorten business 

meeting was done with the Annual Club 

Auction occurring immediately after.  The 

minutes will be abbreviated due to the 

Secretary's CPU was inflicted with malware 

and viruses.  She will attempt to draft the 

final set of minutes once her CPU rises from 

"the Dead".  In the meantime I will document 

a few highlights from the business meeting. 

 

 

Approximately 24 people were in 

attendance.  The July Minutes were 

approved by the members.  Treasurer 

report was given and approved.  

Membership numbers are at 100 adults 

and 23 Juniors.  Field trip at Contrary Creek 

was held (trip report enclosed).  21 

September will be the Willis Mountain 

annual visit.  Contact Dave to attend.  

Kenny gave an progress update of the 

Club's Show.  Next telecon will be 17 Sept. 

 

August Auction Results 

12 Sellers plus the "club donations" 

9 Buyers with 105 Items sold 

Club Donation Sales were  $350 
Seller Sales were   $1663 
10% of Seller sales to club (rounded up) =  
    $173 
Net to Club was  $523 
 
 Also, $17 in donations from after 
auction individual sales 
 Special thanks to Rich and Ralph our 
auctioneers and Becky and Diane who helped 
record sales! 
Holi 
Holidays      

Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club  

ROCK TALK       SEPTEMBER 2024 
24 SEPTEMBER 2024 at 1900 (7:00 PM) 

Meeting at OLD WALDORF SCHOOL  
(next to the Waldorf JayCees Hall) 

North of the RT 301 / RT 5 Intersection 

http://www.amfed.org/
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Program Volunteers, Dates TBD: 
1. Kenny Jameson – Local Rocks and Minerals, ie.e Patuxent River Stones 
2. Kenny Sams – Opals 
3. 4. Jill Lee – Summer Astronomy 

Dates are tentative.  Changes are possible due to a multitude of reasons that are always beyond our control. 

 
 
 

2024 PROGRAMS/REFRESHMENTS SCHEDULE 

MONTH PROGRAM REFRESHMENTS 

24 SEP 2024 ASTRONOMY Jill 

22 OCT 2024 “Remnants of Ancient Life” or alternative -  Dale 
Greenwalt  greenwaltd@si.edu 

Polly, Al, & Carole 

26 NOV 2024 TBD Greta 

17 (?) DEC 2024 HOLIDAY PARTY POT LUCK 

mailto:greenwaltd@si.edu
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ODDS AND ENDS 
 
EDITORS NOTE:  I may forward an email 

from ROCKCHASING.COM if the article(s) 

are worthy for sharing with the club 

members.  IF anyone gets to their "FULL 

POINT" with too much information - 

PLEASE tell me and I will stop it's 

dissemination to those members not 

wanting the email. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
September 21-22, 2024 – FRANKLIN, NJ - 
Franklin Mineral Museum Gem & Mineral 

Show.  Franklin Fire Department – Event 

Hall, 137 Buckwheat Road, Franklin, NJ 

07416.  Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM, 

Sunday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  For 

additional information visit: 

https://franklinmineralmuseum.com/  

SEPTEMBER 28 - 29, 2024  HARRISBURG, 
PA  The Central Pennsylvania Rock and 
Mineral Club’s 58th Annual Gem, Mineral 
and Jewelry Show!  Saturday, September 
28, 2024 10 AM – 6 PM  Sunday, September 
29, 2024 10 AM – 4 PM.  NEW Location at 
The Zembo Shrine Auditorium  2801 N. 3rd 
Street, Harrisburg, PA 17110  Admission  $6 
PER PERSON ($5 with postcard or ad)  
CHILDREN 12 & UNDER FREE.  Free off-
street parking! 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 28-29, 2024 WEST 
FRIENDSHIP, MD.  Hours SAT 10:00 - 6:00; 
SUN 10:00 to 5:00.  Venue: Howard County 
Fairgrounds.  Address:  2210 Fairgrounds 
Road, West Friendship, MD 21794.  
Website:  
http://www.gemcuttersguild.com/ 
 
OCTOBER 04-06, 2024 – BALTIMORE, MD - 

The Baltimore Mineral Society is excited to 

announce the 68th Paul Desautels 

Memorial Micromount Symposium.  Natural 

History Society of Maryland Museum (the 

same location as last year), 6908 Belair Rd 

#1122, Baltimore, MD 21206  Please mark 

your calendar and save the date.  We will 

have all the fun stuff including auctions and 

giveaways plus the Micromounters Hall of 

Fame Inductions and the announcement of 

the honorees for next year.  For additional 

information visit: 

www.baltimoremineralsociety.org 

 

OCTOBER 04-06, 2024  VIRGINIA BEACH, 

VA  Hours: Fri Noon-6:00 Sat/Sun 10:00-

5:00 Venue:  Virginia Beach Convention 

Center  Address: 1000 19th Sober Virginia 

Beach Convention Center, Virginia Beach, 

VA 23451 

Website:  http://treasuresoftheearth.com/ 

OCTOBER 05, 2024  WALDORF, MD  
Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club 
28th Annual Rock, Mineral & Fossil Show.  
9AM to 4 PM.  Located at the Old Waldorf 
School, 3074 Crain Highway, Waldorf, MD 
20601.  Adults $5.00, Seniors (65+)$4.00, 
Juniors (13-17) $3.00, Children (12 and 
under) free with an Adult.  $2 Discount 
coupon at SMRMC.ORG.  Free Parking.  
Free door prizes every 30 minutes.  Over 45 
tables.  Perfect polished stones of every 

http://www.gemcuttersguild.com/
http://treasuresoftheearth.com/
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description; rock slabs, uncut rocks, 
crystals, fossils, handcrafted jewelry, 
lapidary rocks, fluorescent tent with glow in 
the dark rocks, spectacular mineral 
specimens to suit all tastes and budgets. 
Free rocks for every kid.  Website:  
SMRMC.ORG 
 
OCTOBER 05, 2024 – MACUNGIE, PA - 

Pennsylvania Earth Sciences Association Fall 

Mineralfest.  Macungie Memorial Park, 50 

South Poplar Street, Macungie, PA 18062. 

Saturday 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM.  For 

additional information visit: 

http://www.mineralfest.com/ 

 

OCTOBER 18-20, 2024  HICKORY, NC  

Catawba Valley Gem & Mineral Club Show  

Hours: Fri/Sat 10:00-6:00 Sun 10:00-5:00  

Venue: Hickory Metro Convention Center; 

Address: 1960 13th Ave Dr S, Hickory Metro 

Convention Center, Hickory, NC 28602 

Website:  http://cvgmc.com/ 

 
OCTOBER 19-20, 2024  SOUTH 

CHARLESTON, WV-  Kanawha Rock & Gem 

Club presents their 50th Annual Jewelry, 

Gems, Mineral & Fossil Show & Sale.  

Located at South Charleston Community 

Center 601 Jefferson Road, South 

Charleston, WV, United States.  Saturday 

and  Sunday, - 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Grand 

Door Prizes $150.00 in Gift Certificates good 

at next year's show and  $75.00 in Gift 

Certificates good at next year’s show with 

additional Hourly Drawings  Admission  

$3.50 PER PERSON $2.00 with Coupon, 

CHILDREN 12 & UNDER FREE.  Free Parking 

OCTOBER 19-20, 2024 MT BETHEL, PA; 

Mount Bethel Gem Mineral & Fossil Show -

Hours:  Sat 9:00-5:00 Sun 9:00-4:00; Venue: 

Mount Bethel Fire Hall; Address: 2341 N 

Delaware Dr. (AKA RT. 611)  Mount Bethel 

Fire Hall, Mt Bethel, PA 18343 

Website:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701

857546267/?ref=share 

Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701

857546267/?ref=share 

 
OCTOBER 26-27, 2024 – EAST ROCHESTER, 
NY;  Rochester Gem, Mineral, Jewelry and 
Fossil Show. 10am-5pm Saturday, 10am to 
5pm Sunday. Total Sports Experience. 435 
West Commercial Street, East Rochester, 
NY. Children’s activities, hourly drawings, 
about 28 dealers. 
 
OCTOBER 26, 2024 – FAIRLESS HILLS, PA - 
ULTRAVIOLATION - All Fluorescent Mineral 
Show.  First United Methodist Church, 840 
Trenton Road, Fairless Hills, PA 19030.  
Saturday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  For 
additional information visit:  Website: 
https://sites.google.com/view/lowerbucksp
arocks/home or contact Show Chairman Lee 
McIlvaine at Email: 
www.uvgeologist@yahoo.com or Phone: 
215-713-8020 
 

 
 
 

https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/catawba-valley-gem-mineral-club-show/750/false/false
http://cvgmc.com/
https://efmls.org/event/kanawha-rock-gem-club-presents-their-50th-annual-jewelry-gems-mineral-fossil-show-sale/
https://efmls.org/event/kanawha-rock-gem-club-presents-their-50th-annual-jewelry-gems-mineral-fossil-show-sale/
https://efmls.org/event/kanawha-rock-gem-club-presents-their-50th-annual-jewelry-gems-mineral-fossil-show-sale/
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/mount-bethel-gem-mineral-fossil-show/2267/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/mount-bethel-gem-mineral-fossil-show/2267/false/false
https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701857546267/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701857546267/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701857546267/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701857546267/?ref=share
https://www.gem-show.com/
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NOVEMBER 15-17, 2024  LEBANON, PA  

Gem Miner's Jubilee Gem & Jewelry Show; 

Hours: Fri/Sat 10:00-6:00 Sun 11:00-4:00, 

Venue: Lebanon Valley Fairgrounds and 

Expo; Address: 80 Rocherty Road, Lebanon 

Valley Fairgrounds and Expo, Lebanon, PA 

17042  Website: https://www.gem-

show.com/ 

 

NOVEMBER 23-24, 2024 -FAIRFAX, VA  

32nd Annual Gem Mineral and Fossil Show 

Presented by the Northern Virginia Mineral 

Club  Cost:  $6.00 Hours: Sat 10-6, Sun 10-4  

Celebrating 25 years sponsored by the 

Department of Atmospheric, Oceanic and 

Earth Sciences at GMU  Admission:  Adults 

$6, Seniors(65+) $4, Teens (13-17) $3, 
Children 12 and under accompanied by a 

adult are FREE — Scouts in Uniform are 

FREE — GMU Students & Faculty with ID 

are FREE. 

 Approximately 20 dealers with 

Gems, Minerals & Fossils for sale. Features: 

Demonstrations, Exhibits, Kids Activities. 

and Door Prizes,  Silent Auction on Sunday.  

Use Parking Lot A, enter Lot A where 

adjacent to the Johnson Center.  Look for 

our Courtesy Shuttle & Designated Walking 

Path to the Mineral Show.  GPS: 

https://bit.ly/3fBZfh8 [ takes you to GMU’s 

Lot A ] 

NEWS STORIES WITH POSSIBLE 
INTEREST  

 
Dig For Gorgeous Opals Hidden in Oregon’s 

Ancient Volcanic Landscapes 

https://thatoregonlife.com/2024/08/orego

n-opal-rockhounding/ 

A dazzling blue mystery": Scientists finally 

reveal where sapphires actually come from 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/etimes

/trending/a-dazzling-blue-mystery-

scientists-finally-reveal-where-sapphires-

actually-come-

from/articleshow/112654015.cms 

When mammoths roamed Vancouver 

Island: Paleontologists delve into beasts' 

history in the region 

https://phys.org/news/2024-08-

mammoths-roamed-vancouver-island-

paleontologists.html 

How my two daughters, 7 and 10, achieved 

‘fossil finder’ status in Badlands National 

Park 

https://www.startribune.com/badlands-

national-park-fossils-family-travel-south-

dakota-midwest/601128957 

Most Complete Dinosaur Fossil Found In 

U.K. Was 125 Million Years Old 

https://www.discovermagazine.com/the-

sciences/most-complete-dinosaur-fossil-

found-in-u-k-was-125-million-years-old 

This Beautiful “Plant” Trapped In Amber 

Turned Out To Be A Dinosaur Tail 

https://www.iflscience.com/this-beautiful-

plant-trapped-in-amber-turned-out-to-be-a-

dinosaur-tail-75679 

'Extremely' rare mammal-like fossils from 

Jurassic discovered in Utah 

https://scrippsnews.com/stories/extremely

-rare-mammal-like-fossils-from-jurassic-

discovered-in-utah/ 

https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/gem-miners-jubilee-gem-jewelry-show/1051/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/gem-miners-jubilee-gem-jewelry-show/1051/false/false
https://www.gem-show.com/
https://www.gem-show.com/
https://bit.ly/3fBZfh8
https://thatoregonlife.com/2024/08/oregon-opal-rockhounding/
https://thatoregonlife.com/2024/08/oregon-opal-rockhounding/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/etimes/trending/a-dazzling-blue-mystery-scientists-finally-reveal-where-sapphires-actually-come-from/articleshow/112654015.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/etimes/trending/a-dazzling-blue-mystery-scientists-finally-reveal-where-sapphires-actually-come-from/articleshow/112654015.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/etimes/trending/a-dazzling-blue-mystery-scientists-finally-reveal-where-sapphires-actually-come-from/articleshow/112654015.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/etimes/trending/a-dazzling-blue-mystery-scientists-finally-reveal-where-sapphires-actually-come-from/articleshow/112654015.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/etimes/trending/a-dazzling-blue-mystery-scientists-finally-reveal-where-sapphires-actually-come-from/articleshow/112654015.cms
https://phys.org/news/2024-08-mammoths-roamed-vancouver-island-paleontologists.html
https://phys.org/news/2024-08-mammoths-roamed-vancouver-island-paleontologists.html
https://phys.org/news/2024-08-mammoths-roamed-vancouver-island-paleontologists.html
https://www.startribune.com/badlands-national-park-fossils-family-travel-south-dakota-midwest/601128957
https://www.startribune.com/badlands-national-park-fossils-family-travel-south-dakota-midwest/601128957
https://www.startribune.com/badlands-national-park-fossils-family-travel-south-dakota-midwest/601128957
https://www.discovermagazine.com/the-sciences/most-complete-dinosaur-fossil-found-in-u-k-was-125-million-years-old
https://www.discovermagazine.com/the-sciences/most-complete-dinosaur-fossil-found-in-u-k-was-125-million-years-old
https://www.discovermagazine.com/the-sciences/most-complete-dinosaur-fossil-found-in-u-k-was-125-million-years-old
https://www.iflscience.com/this-beautiful-plant-trapped-in-amber-turned-out-to-be-a-dinosaur-tail-75679
https://www.iflscience.com/this-beautiful-plant-trapped-in-amber-turned-out-to-be-a-dinosaur-tail-75679
https://www.iflscience.com/this-beautiful-plant-trapped-in-amber-turned-out-to-be-a-dinosaur-tail-75679
https://scrippsnews.com/stories/extremely-rare-mammal-like-fossils-from-jurassic-discovered-in-utah/
https://scrippsnews.com/stories/extremely-rare-mammal-like-fossils-from-jurassic-discovered-in-utah/
https://scrippsnews.com/stories/extremely-rare-mammal-like-fossils-from-jurassic-discovered-in-utah/
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SMU paleontologist finds dino prints on 

both sides of Atlantic 

https://www.wfaa.com/article/news/histor

y/smu-researchers-dinosaur-footprints-

south-america-africa/287-5bafa3af-2e1a-

415f-b0a0-0a18b80317cf 

‘Everything’s bigger in Texas. Our 

mammoths are bigger, too’: 20,000- year-

old mammoth remains discovered in 

Central Texas 

https://www.kwtx.com/2024/08/20/everyt

hings-bigger-texas-our-mammoths-are-

bigger-too-thousand-year-old-mammoth-

remains-discovered-central-texas/ 

Triassic Lungfish Fossils Discovered in 

Zimbabwe 

https://www.sci.news/paleontology/fergan

oceratodus-edwardsi-13180.html 

Paleontologists Discover Unique Dolphin-

Like Marine Crocodile From the Age of the 

Dinosaurs 

https://scitechdaily.com/paleontologists-

discover-unique-dolphin-like-marine-

crocodile-from-the-age-of-the-dinosaurs/ 

Earthquakes can trigger quartz into 

forming giant gold nuggets, study finds 

https://www.livescience.com/planet-

earth/geology/earthquakes-can-trigger-

quartz-into-forming-giant-gold-nuggets-

study-finds 

Matching dinosaur footprints found on 

opposite sides of the Atlantic Ocean 

https://phys.org/news/2024-08-dinosaur-

footprints-sides-atlantic-ocean.html 

First green dino skeleton recovered in Utah 

could be new species: 

https://www.foxnews.com/lifestyle/first-

kind-green-dinosaur-skeleton-recovered-

utah-could-new-species-national-

geographic 

New Findings Challenge 150-Year-Old 

Assumptions: Scientists Discover New 

Properties of Unusual Metal 

https://scitechdaily.com/new-findings-

challenge-150-year-old-assumptions-

scientists-discover-new-properties-of-

unusual-metal/ 

Queensland opal mining hangs in the 

balance after major land acquisition 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-08-

28/queensland-opal-mining-hangs-in-the-

balance-state-gov-buys-land/104251916 

'That is the law': Found an arrowhead in 

Kansas? Archaeologist urges you to leave it 

alone 

https://www.ksnt.com/kansasoutdoors/fou

nd-an-arrowhead-in-kansas-archaeologist-

urges-you-to-leave-it-alone/ 

2nd-largest diamond ever unearthed found 

by Canadian company in Botswana 

https://globalnews.ca/news/10710917/dia

mond-2nd-largest-botswana-lucara-

canadian-company/ 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-

13864585/canadian-miners-rare-1k-carat-

diamond-location-largest-ever.html 

Scientists Uncover a Billion-Year Secret in 

Earth’s Largest Iron Ore Deposits 

https://scitechdaily.com/?p=407685 

https://www.wfaa.com/article/news/history/smu-researchers-dinosaur-footprints-south-america-africa/287-5bafa3af-2e1a-415f-b0a0-0a18b80317cf
https://www.wfaa.com/article/news/history/smu-researchers-dinosaur-footprints-south-america-africa/287-5bafa3af-2e1a-415f-b0a0-0a18b80317cf
https://www.wfaa.com/article/news/history/smu-researchers-dinosaur-footprints-south-america-africa/287-5bafa3af-2e1a-415f-b0a0-0a18b80317cf
https://www.wfaa.com/article/news/history/smu-researchers-dinosaur-footprints-south-america-africa/287-5bafa3af-2e1a-415f-b0a0-0a18b80317cf
https://www.kwtx.com/2024/08/20/everythings-bigger-texas-our-mammoths-are-bigger-too-thousand-year-old-mammoth-remains-discovered-central-texas/
https://www.kwtx.com/2024/08/20/everythings-bigger-texas-our-mammoths-are-bigger-too-thousand-year-old-mammoth-remains-discovered-central-texas/
https://www.kwtx.com/2024/08/20/everythings-bigger-texas-our-mammoths-are-bigger-too-thousand-year-old-mammoth-remains-discovered-central-texas/
https://www.kwtx.com/2024/08/20/everythings-bigger-texas-our-mammoths-are-bigger-too-thousand-year-old-mammoth-remains-discovered-central-texas/
https://www.sci.news/paleontology/ferganoceratodus-edwardsi-13180.html
https://www.sci.news/paleontology/ferganoceratodus-edwardsi-13180.html
https://scitechdaily.com/paleontologists-discover-unique-dolphin-like-marine-crocodile-from-the-age-of-the-dinosaurs/
https://scitechdaily.com/paleontologists-discover-unique-dolphin-like-marine-crocodile-from-the-age-of-the-dinosaurs/
https://scitechdaily.com/paleontologists-discover-unique-dolphin-like-marine-crocodile-from-the-age-of-the-dinosaurs/
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/geology/earthquakes-can-trigger-quartz-into-forming-giant-gold-nuggets-study-finds
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/geology/earthquakes-can-trigger-quartz-into-forming-giant-gold-nuggets-study-finds
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/geology/earthquakes-can-trigger-quartz-into-forming-giant-gold-nuggets-study-finds
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/geology/earthquakes-can-trigger-quartz-into-forming-giant-gold-nuggets-study-finds
https://phys.org/news/2024-08-dinosaur-footprints-sides-atlantic-ocean.html
https://phys.org/news/2024-08-dinosaur-footprints-sides-atlantic-ocean.html
https://www.foxnews.com/lifestyle/first-kind-green-dinosaur-skeleton-recovered-utah-could-new-species-national-geographic
https://www.foxnews.com/lifestyle/first-kind-green-dinosaur-skeleton-recovered-utah-could-new-species-national-geographic
https://www.foxnews.com/lifestyle/first-kind-green-dinosaur-skeleton-recovered-utah-could-new-species-national-geographic
https://www.foxnews.com/lifestyle/first-kind-green-dinosaur-skeleton-recovered-utah-could-new-species-national-geographic
https://scitechdaily.com/new-findings-challenge-150-year-old-assumptions-scientists-discover-new-properties-of-unusual-metal/
https://scitechdaily.com/new-findings-challenge-150-year-old-assumptions-scientists-discover-new-properties-of-unusual-metal/
https://scitechdaily.com/new-findings-challenge-150-year-old-assumptions-scientists-discover-new-properties-of-unusual-metal/
https://scitechdaily.com/new-findings-challenge-150-year-old-assumptions-scientists-discover-new-properties-of-unusual-metal/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-08-28/queensland-opal-mining-hangs-in-the-balance-state-gov-buys-land/104251916
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-08-28/queensland-opal-mining-hangs-in-the-balance-state-gov-buys-land/104251916
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-08-28/queensland-opal-mining-hangs-in-the-balance-state-gov-buys-land/104251916
https://www.ksnt.com/kansasoutdoors/found-an-arrowhead-in-kansas-archaeologist-urges-you-to-leave-it-alone/
https://www.ksnt.com/kansasoutdoors/found-an-arrowhead-in-kansas-archaeologist-urges-you-to-leave-it-alone/
https://www.ksnt.com/kansasoutdoors/found-an-arrowhead-in-kansas-archaeologist-urges-you-to-leave-it-alone/
https://globalnews.ca/news/10710917/diamond-2nd-largest-botswana-lucara-canadian-company/
https://globalnews.ca/news/10710917/diamond-2nd-largest-botswana-lucara-canadian-company/
https://globalnews.ca/news/10710917/diamond-2nd-largest-botswana-lucara-canadian-company/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-13864585/canadian-miners-rare-1k-carat-diamond-location-largest-ever.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-13864585/canadian-miners-rare-1k-carat-diamond-location-largest-ever.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-13864585/canadian-miners-rare-1k-carat-diamond-location-largest-ever.html
https://scitechdaily.com/?p=407685
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Talk about kicking you when you're down! 

Ancient sea cow was attacked by a 

crocodile and THEN scavenged by a tiger 

shark 11.6 million years ago, fossil analysis 

reveals 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/a

rticle-13788019/sea-cow-crocodile-tiger-

shark-fossil.html 

China fires latest warning signal with 

antimony controls 

https://www.mining.com/web/column-

china-fires-latest-warning-signal-with-

antimony-controls/ 

Weirdest fossil ever the ‘Beelze-frog’ was 

giant dog-sized toad that ate baby 

dinosaurs & had bite as strong as a TIGER 

https://www.the-

sun.com/news/12276399/giant-frog-devil-

toad-baby-dinosaur/ 

Rare saber-toothed cat jaw fossil found in 

Mississippi 

https://www.clarionledger.com/story/news

/2024/08/26/rare-saber-toothed-cat-jaw-

fossil-found-in-mississippi-

tiger/74868757007/ 

New dinosaur species similar to T. rex 

found in Asia: 'One of the most significant' 

discoveries 

https://www.foxnews.com/science/new-

dinosaur-species-similar-t-rex-found-asia-

significant-discoveries 

How gold nuggets form is a mystery. Could 

electricity from earthquakes hold the 

answer? 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/202

4-09-03/piezoelectricity-could-be-behind-

gold-nugget-formation/104287142 

Huge landslide unleashes 650-foot 'mega-

tsunami' and causes Earth to vibrate for 9 

DAYS 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/a

rticle-13842957/Huge-landslide-unleashes-

650-foot-mega-tsunami-causes-Earth-

vibrate-9-DAYS.html 

South Dakota's Mammoth Site Sinkhole 

Contains Dozens of Fossils 

https://www.businessinsider.com/sinkhole-

south-dakota-mammoth-fossils-discovered-

2024-8 

Millions of fish fossils dating back 9 million 

years discovered at San Pedro High School 

https://abc7.com/post/prehistoric-

discovery-revealed-san-pedro-high-school-

during-construction-project/15287711/ 

Ancient Mummified Animals Gold Miners 

Are Discovering in Yukon 

https://www.businessinsider.com/photos-

ancient-mummified-animals-gold-miners-

discovering-yukon-permafrost-2024-9 

How gold nuggets form is a mystery. Could 

electricity from earthquakes hold the 

answer? 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/202

4-09-03/piezoelectricity-could-be-behind-

gold-nugget-formation/104287142 
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https://www.mining.com/web/column-china-fires-latest-warning-signal-with-antimony-controls/
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https://www.the-sun.com/news/12276399/giant-frog-devil-toad-baby-dinosaur/
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https://www.clarionledger.com/story/news/2024/08/26/rare-saber-toothed-cat-jaw-fossil-found-in-mississippi-tiger/74868757007/
https://www.foxnews.com/science/new-dinosaur-species-similar-t-rex-found-asia-significant-discoveries
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2024-09-03/piezoelectricity-could-be-behind-gold-nugget-formation/104287142
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Will travel for gold: America’s hidden 

treasures thrill modern prospectors 

https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/story/will

-travel-for-gold-americas-hidden-treasures-

thrill-modern-prospectors-210117595.html 

California mine listed among the most 

hazardous sites in the country 

https://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/ca

lifornia-mine-listed-hazardous-sites-

19753052.php 

Wyoming Rare Earth Miner Expands Global 

Reach 

https://cowboystatedaily.com/2024/09/06/

wyoming-rare-earth-miner-expands-global-

reach-buys-australian-company/ 

Miners Unearth a Mummified Woolly 

Rhino in Siberia, With an Intact Horn and 

Soft Tissue 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-

news/miners-unearth-a-mummified-woolly-

rhino-in-siberia-with-an-intact-horn-and-

soft-tissue-180984982/ 

A 10-year-old girl found 220-million-year-

old dinosaur footprints on the beach 

https://www.businessinsider.com/10-year-

old-girl-finds-dinosaur-footprints-wales-

2024-9 

Stunningly preserved pterosaur fossils 

reveal how they soared 

https://www.newscientist.com/article/2446

800-stunningly-preserved-pterosaur-fossils-

reveal-how-they-soared/ 

LIST: Minerals you can find in Central 

Virginia for National ‘Collect Rocks’ Day 

https://www.wric.com/news/nature-and-

outdoors/minerals-in-central-virginia/ 

Experience: we discovered a rare T rex 

fossil 

https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/

article/2024/sep/06/experience-we-

discovered-a-rare-t-rex-fossil 

Southern boom town that is just 24 miles 

away from dangerous canyon 

contaminated by plutonium | Daily Mail 

Online 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-

13765533/canyon-contaminated-

plutonium-santa-fe-boom-town.html 

Trilobites Had Five Pairs of Head 

Appendages, New Fossils Show 

https://www.sci.news/paleontology/trilobit

es-five-pairs-head-appendages-13257.html 

China's egg producing mountain: A 

geological mystery 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/etimes

/trending/chinas-egg-producing-mountain-

a-geological-

mystery/articleshow/113324714.cms 

Lucara recovers sixth diamond larger than 
1,000 carats at Karowe mine in Botswana 
 
https://www.mining.com/lucara-recovers-
sixth-diamond-larger-than-1000-carat-at-
karowe-mine-in-botswana/ 
 

Rhodium, the World's Most Expensive 
Metal, Found in Colombia 
 
https://colombiaone.com/2024/09/10/rhod
ium-metal-found-colombia/ 
 

https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/story/will-travel-for-gold-americas-hidden-treasures-thrill-modern-prospectors-210117595.html
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/story/will-travel-for-gold-americas-hidden-treasures-thrill-modern-prospectors-210117595.html
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FREE EDUCATIONAL SOURCES 

by Kurt Knower 

 Hello everyone, many have expressed 

that they want to learn more about the Earth, 

Geology and Rocks and Minerals. 

 Here are several educational sources 

that are free:  

 Kanopy is a streaming app that can be 

used to access videos through your library or 

university.  You can download the app to your 

phone, tablet or smart TV, or kanopy.com on 

a computer, log in with a library card, and 

then thousands of videos are available.  Each 

video has a "ticket" value and each library 

card is allotted 15 tickets per month.  (Charles 

County Public Library is 15, other libraries 

may vary)  For example, we found that 

movies were from 1 to 4 tickets.  Seasons of 

shows were available too.  Each also has a 

"checkout" time which can be from 2 to 21 

days.  The nice thing on Kanopy is that is has 

the Great Courses, including Practical 

Geology, Paleontology, the World's Greatest 

Geological Wonders, Geology of National 

Parks, How the Earth was Made, as well as 

chemistry, physics, bio, and other sciences. 

Many were 5 tickets for 21 days of access. 

 Hoopla is another app that you can 

access with a library card - it has audiobooks, 

e-books, music and video but no Great 

Courses.  There is a limited # of "checkouts" 

per month. 

 Don't forget that your local library is a 

great source to check out books and videos.  

Through the library system you can request 

books from other libraries and it will be sent 

to your local library to pick up and check out.  

Check a book out from a library and preview 

it before you invest in a book to add to your 

personal library.  

 YouTube is also a good source for lots 

of instructional videos on geology, etc, and 

rockhounders doing videos. 

 Free open source textbooks on 

science can be found on openstax.org but not 

much on earth science.  

 Khan Academy on you tube is videos 

only; khanacademy.org has videos plus 

articles, questions, quizzes but you do have to 

set up a free account as a learner, parent, or 

teacher.  

 edX.com has lots of college courses 

that are free (no credits). 

 coursera.org has free college courses 

(no credits) 

 archive.org has rare books you can 

view, as does the Library of Congress. 

 Kanopy and Hoopla and Youtube also 

have content that is suitable for elementary 

and middle school levels. 

 If you want to purchase physical 

books and textbooks, a good source 

is betterworldbooks.com. I like their website 

because for every book you purchase, a book 

is donated to someone in need.  

Abebooks.com and thriftbooks.com are other 

good sources.  You can also search on 

Amazon.com for a book, then scroll down to 

"other sellers" to find good deals.  

 As an educator, I have used many of 

these resources in my classes, and I especially 

love Openstax books and Kahn Academy. 

 Enjoy Learning!  Have fun - the more 

you know the more you will enjoy this hobby. 

http://kanopy.com/
http://openstax.org/
http://khanacademy.org/
http://coursera.org/
http://archive.org/
http://betterworldbooks.com/
http://thriftbooks.com/
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Field Trip Report for Contrary Creek, 
VA on August 17, 2024 

by Dave Lines 
 
 The weather provided a great day 
for gold panning –-- both the air and the 
water were warm.  Unfortunately, the 
water flow in the creek was so low that a 
sluice box would not work.  Nevertheless, 
we found garnets (dodecahedral shaped 
crystals), both massive and crystal 
magnetite, slag glass, lots of pyrite, quartz, 
actinolite crystals, mica shist (with more 
embedded garnets) – and a wee bit of gold.  
Very tiny gold.  We had a small group – only 
5 of us – John W., John S., Marlene, Rich 
and Dave. 

 
 

 

 Expectations were high when we 
arrived, but the reality of having to work 
hard –-- think digging into gravel laced with 
larger rocks and clay --- took its toll and we 
spent most of our time surface collecting 
where previous diggers had left a great deal 
of dug up material.  This was particularly 
productive in the area just west of the US 
RT 522 bridge.   
 
 We found unlimited amounts of 
massive magnetite.  It was easy --- just test 
every piece of black rock with a small 
magnet and ---viola --- if it stuck, it was 
magnetite.  And if it was not magnetic, 
there was a good chance that it was glass 
slag (left from the early days of gold mining 
here).  Those who carefully inspected all 
sides of pieces of mica schist were 
rewarded with finding nicely formed 
almandine garnets embedded in the schist. 
 
 

 
Actinolite XLS 
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Loose Almandine Garnets 

 

 
Magnetite with Magnet sticking 

 

 
Pyrite in Schist 

 

 
Slag Glass 

 

 
Gold (look REAL HARD) 

 

 
Garnets in Schist 

 
 Overall, the trip was another good 
one --- not great, but good enough to keep 
us interested. 
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The Gem Cutters Guild of Baltimore presents the 59th Annual Atlantic Coast 

Gem, Mineral, Jewelry and Fossil Show 

Sat. Sept. 28, 10 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. | Sun. Sept. 29, 10 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Howard County Fairgrounds, West Friendship, MD 
 

We’re back! Save the date for a fun, fascinating and family-friendly event featuring gems and 

minerals from around the world and fun activities for all ages. 

Award-winning displays of jewelry, gems, minerals, fossils, meteorites and lapidary art. Choice rough, 

slabs, tools, finished gems, minerals, fossils, beads and jewelry for sale. 

Interactive gem mine for the kids and door prizes every hour! 

Adults $6  (no advanced reservation required; tickets available at the door). 

Scouts in Uniform and Kids 12 and under admitted free! 

ATM onsite. Food and refreshments available on the premises.. 

 

     

  
 

 
 

 

 

     

 

 
 
 
 

Ticket Coupon 

Show this email at the door and receive $1 

off admission to the Gem Show. 

[Type a quote from the document or 

the summary of an interesting point. 

You can position the text box 

anywhere in the document. Use the 

Text Box Tools tab to change the 

formatting of the pull quote text box.] 

[Type a quote from the document or 

the summary of an interesting point. 

You can position the text box 

anywhere in the document. Use the 

Text Box Tools tab to change the 

formatting of the pull quote text box.] 

 

https://gemcuttersguild.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=980df29bccd3a610787e36820&id=103da9ce68&e=fbec5ceef1
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MINERALS THAT COULD BE FOUND AT WILLIS MOUNTAIN MINE 
BY RICH SIMCSAK 

 
 

C Z A P O T E T I N I L O A K 

R H E M A T I T E E T I R Y P 

A S A U G E L I T E D D A P T 

N J K L I M O N I T E N T Y E 

D I O P C L A Z U L I T E R T 

A W S D C O U S A T E E T O I 

L R U F L U S F E F L R I P T 

L B F U C H S I T E I O E H A 

I I Z T R A U Q D F T P L Y P 

T O U R M A L I N E U S L L A 

E T A D M X C R M S R A O L R 

F I O P X K I U S O S I R I O 

G T E T I T E N G A M D T T U 

H E E T I R E L A P H S I E L 

X N E T I E S U O H D O O W F 

 

Minerals that were listed in MINDAT.ORG for the WILLIS MOUNTAIN MINE, Sprouses Corner, VA 

 

AUGELITE 

BIOTITE 

CHALCOSIDERITE 

CRANDALLITE 

DIASPORE 

DICKITE 

FLOURAPATITE 

FUCHSITE 

HEMATITE 

KYANITE 

KAOLINITE 

LAZULITE 

LIMONITE 

MAGNETITE 

PYRITE 

PYROPHYLLITE 

QUARTZ 

RUTILE 

SPHALERITE 

SULPHUR 

TOPAZ 

TOURMALINE 

TROLLEITE 

WOODHOUSEITE 
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The CHARLES COUNTY FAIR (12-15 SEPT) had given 4H Club Blue 
Ribbons to some young collectors!! 

Congrats to each of them!! 
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Latest SMRMC Rock, Mineral and Fossil Show Preparations 

From Kenny Jameson 

 

Hello all! 

 Preparations for the 28th Annual SMRMC Rock, Mineral and Fossil Show on October 5th 

is in full swing!  Pieces are falling into place nicely.  The word is spreading and the excitement is 

building!  I am meeting many people in the community that are aware of our show and looking 

forward to attending.  And talking to folks that have been to previous shows there is an “air of 

anticipation” building.  That is a credit to Dave making it a good show in the past.  And a similar 

level of anticipation and excitement among our vendors as well.  This excitement and spirit of 

fun is one of the major things that we all can contribute to making this another successful show 

this year.  Another large part of this being successful is all of you continuing to spread the word 

and leave fliers.  Talk it up at the Dr’s offices, water coolers at work, the local Fairs, etc.  If you 

are members of other clubs let them know.  Of course please share on social media. 

 Remember there is a $2 off coupon on the website at 

http://www.smrmc.org/southern-maryland-rock-mineral--fossil-show.html 

 And we will have a food truck on site by Dan D’s Catering.  This will help us provide 

more food and snack options for our vendors so they don’t have to leave the building.  And will 

help our attendees stay longer and spend more time at each table.  There will be so much to 

see from our vendors that people will want to spend all day there.  And having a food truck on 

site will help attract passer byes. 

 The last part to make this a success is our Club Members pitching in with setup , take 

down and help at the show.  I will be asking for all club members to lend a hand in some way 

even a small amount.  This is how we show what our club is like.  And many of you have already 

contributed. I thank you in advance! 

 
 
 

 

http://www.smrmc.org/southern-maryland-rock-mineral--fossil-show.html
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ITEMS WANTED/FOR SALE 

 

For Sale – Virginia Unakite slabs (approx ¼ 

inch thick) – $0.50 per square inch (this is half 

off regular price).   Call Dave (240) 427-7062 

 

   

The Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club 

Meetings take place on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 

7:00pm 

Held at the OLD WALDORF SCHOOL 

Next to the Waldorf JayCees Hall 

3074 Crain Highway, Waldorf, MD 20601 

North of the RT 301 / RT 5 intersection 

We’re on the web:     SMRMC.ORG 
 

SMRMC OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT 
Tim Smith 

 

Programs / Vice President   Membership / Vice President 
Jill Lee       Carole Raucheisen 

 
Secretary      Webmaster 

Teresa Jones      Bob Davidson 
 

Field Trip Chairman     Treasurer 
David Lines      Greta G 

 

Rock Talk Editor    FACEBOOK Coordinator 
Rich Simcsak     Kurt Knower 
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