ROCK TALK

27 AUGUST 2024 at 1730 (5:30 PM)
Meeting at OLD WALDORF SCHOOL
(next to the Waldorf JayCees Hall)
North of the RT 301 / RT 5 Intersection

AUGUST 2024

AUGUST PROGRAM
ANNUAL CLUB AUCTION

The early start is to allow the needed
time to assist in the complete sales of
material brought to auction. PLEASE be on
time for the Business portion of the night and
then all will move to the Auction. Remember
CASH or CHECK, sorry no electronic
payments.

IN THIS EDITION

A Day with CVGP
Rock Show Update

SMRMC MINUTES
Old Waldorf School, Waldorf, MD
July 23, 2024
Meeting was called to order at 7:02
pm by President Tim Smith.

VISITORS/NEW MEMBERS: Attending: 27.
We had two (2) visitors: Marlene Patterson
and Barb Hanze, a guest of Cheryl.

Secretary: Rich moved to accept the minutes
and Alton seconded. Motion passed.

Treasurer: Financial report was given by
Greta. Yearly club dues will be due on Jan 1.
Current memberships due now are prorated
to Jan. 1. Many members paid their current
fees tonight.

Membership: Currently, 144 Total Members:
109 Adult members and 32 Junior members.

Facebook posts/members: 650. Kurt
encouraged folks to join Facebook and post
educational items of interest. He removes
posts concerning sales of items, as only
educational/ relevant posts are allowed.

Website: Nothing new to report.

Newsletter: Rich said the July newsletter
was published and hopes to continue
publishing as early as possible. Please send
items of interest as soon as possible, since
August will be busy month for Rich. He
encouraged members to send him articles of
interest and ideas of what they would like to
see in the newsletter as early as possible. He
regularly includes details about upcoming
rock shows from other clubs.
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PROGRAMS: lill is working on future
programs. August will be our Member
Auction. She informed the members that the
club has openings for programs and snacks
for either the September or November. (She
will present a program on astronomy for one
of the months; another presenter is needed
for the month of their choice.) Tim will be
providing snacks for the August meeting.
Others are encouraged to help out, as a large
number of attendees are expected. She
encouraged anyone who has information on
a certain topic to consider presenting to the

group.
Field Trip Report: Dave

Reminder: Dues must be paid up to
date to attend trips due to insurance rules.
He also reminded members to bring their
membership cards to each field trip.

Recent Past Field Trips:

July 13 — Virginia Trap Rock Quarry in
Centreville, VA., a rare opportunity since this
trip was the first club trip here in over 10
years. Had limited attendance, as per quarry
manager. 10 members attended. Great trip.
He displayed many interesting finds, as well
as part of his impressive fossil collection
finds.

Upcoming Field Trips:

July 27 — Dillwyn, VA (all day) to learn
various ways to sluice, pan and dredge for
gold. Host — Central Virginia Gold
Prospectors. $10 fee per person. Limited
participation so far (7), but others signed up
at the meeting.

Aug 17 — Contrary Creek, VA for garnet
crystals, magnetite and gold.

Sept 21 — Kyanite Corp Mine, Dillwyn, VA for
kyanite crystals, rutile, iridescent hematite.

TBD — Unakite, cryptomelane, rockbridgeite,
pink/white/gray quartzite with black skilithos
tracks (lapidary material) near Vesuvius, VA.

TBD — Point of Rocks. MD for Potomac
Marble (lapidary) and blue quartz
/jasper/native American artifacts. (Note:
water level in upper Potomac River is
currently 1.2 feet and a great time to go.

TBD — HK Penn Quarry, PA/MD for green-
colored minerals: williamsite,
McGuinnessite, serpentine.

Possible longer trips to the following places:
SC (Diamond Hill in Antreville for quartz
crystals — skeletal, smoky, amethyst) — 515
miles/8 hrs.

GA (Graves Mountain near Lincolnton for
rutile crystals + iridescent hematite) — 560
miles/8 % hrs.

KY (Danville for geodes of quartz crystals) —
570 mi./9 hrs.

MO (Missouri — geodes with various crystals
— quartz, calcite, millerite.)

Old Business
Annual Club Auction

Kurt reported the following
information on the auction: It will be held
here at the Waldorf School auditorium.
(Other park sites for a picnic were cost
prohibitive) Discussion about the time to
begin ensued. Ralph moved and Teresa
seconded for the business meeting to start
promptly at 5:30. Motion passed. Auction
begins promptly at 6:00 pm. Tim will provide
August refreshments, but others should
assist since a large number of people are
expected to attend. Sellers can come to set
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up at 4:30. Ralph and Rich are auctioneers.
Two additional people are needed as
recorders: Jill and Diane volunteered with
Dave as back-up. Kurt and Sue will provide
“seed money”, to be reimbursed after the
auction.

Procedures:

1) Sellers will complete a form with
items for sale (see Kurt during break to get a
form).

2) Donations be auctioned first. Also,
each person is limited to 5 items for bids.

3) Items will be available for preview
at 6:15; last item available for bids at 8:15.

4) 10% of sales go to the club.
(Amount due will be rounded up to the
nearest dollar to avoid dealing with issuing
change).

5) Attendees will enjoy refreshments
after the last bids at 8:15 to allow completion
of calculations.

6) By general consensus, checks will
be accepted from members, but not
nonmembers. A successful auction is
expected.

2024 Mineral Rock and Fossil Show

Kenny reminded everyone that our
2024 Rock, Mineral and Fossil Show will be
held Oct. 5 from 9am-4pm. It will be a two-
day event Fri. night, Oct. 4 will be for set-up
and the show will be Sat., Oct. 5. Kenny
encouraged everyone to take show flyers to
distribute and to publicize the show to
friends and other groups.

Tables: 29 tables are already sold; 16
tables left. Word is getting out. He is talking
to other vendors and members need to sign
up if they want a table. The committee
floated several ideas about what to do with
extra tables. These included using the stage

area for activities such as the door prize
display and distribution. Additional ideas,
such as a display from the Calvert Cliffs
museum were offered. A list was passed for
people to sign up for a job for the show.
Most members are continuing in the jobs
held for last year.

NEW BUSINESS:
None

ADJOURNMENT: At 8:00 pm, there being no
further business, an informal adjournment
was made.

After refreshments (Thanks to Kurt
and Sue Knower) and door prize drawing
(thanks, Dave), Dr. Stephen Godfrey, curator
of the Calvert Marine Museum presented an
interesting and informative program on finds
at Calvert Cliffs, particularly on megladon
shark teeth, from the Miocene era. He
provided interesting stories and sketches of
the topic.

Site of Rock Clubs / Shops and Shows
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/

Identifying and Collecting in PA
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Education/Geology
Education/ldentifyingandCollecting/Pages/de

fault.aspx

https://www.pennminerals.com/

https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Education/Geology
Education/Pages/default.aspx

Mining History of Louisa County, VA
https://www.mining-history-of-louisa-
county-va.com/
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IN THE JULY 2024 ROCK TALK:
TOPICS PAGE
Minutes 1
Table of Contents 4
Programs / Refreshments 4
Odds and Ends / Calendar of Events 5
SMRMC Rock Show Flyer 11
Rock Show Update 12
A Day with CVGP 13
Minerals in Georgia Word Search 17
SMRMC Staff 18
Items Wanted/For Sale 18
2024 PROGRAMS/REFRESHMENTS SCHEDULE
MONTH PROGRAM REFRESHMENTS
27 AUG 2024 CLUB AUCTION Tim
24 SEP 2024 TBD Jill
22 OCT 2024 “Remnants of Ancient Life” or alternative - Dale Polly, Al, & Carole
Greenwalt greenwaltd@si.edu
26 NOV 2024 TBD Greta
HOLIDAY PARTY POT LUCK

17 (?) DEC 2024

Program Volunteers, Dates TBD:
1. Kenny Jameson — Local Rocks and Minerals, ie.e Patuxent River Stones

2. Kenny Sams — Opals

3. 4. Jill Lee — Summer Astronomy
Dates are tentative. Changes are possible due to a multitude of reasons that are always beyond our control.
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ODDS AND ENDS

EDITORS NOTE: | may forward an email
from ROCKCHASING.COM if the article(s)
are worthy for sharing with the club
members. IF anyone gets to their "FULL
POINT" with too much information -
PLEASE tell me and I will stop it's
dissemination to those members not
wanting the email.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

AUGUST 24-25 2024 - CANTON, NY; St.
Lawrence Rock & Mineral Club’s 57th
Annual Show August 24th & 25th, Canton,
NY @ the Pavilion, 90 Lincoln St., Canton,
NY 13617 ADMISSION: $4.00 Adults, 12 and
under free Sat. 9-4:30 PM; Sunday 9-3:00
PM Friday the 23rd at dusk, there’s a free
fluorescent mineral hunt for kids, lights
provided. Contact William delorraine,
President: wdellie@gmail.com, 315-287-
2560 visit us @
www.stlawrencecountymineralclub.org

AUGUST 28-29, 2024 HARRISBURG, PA,
Central PA Rock, Mineral, Gem & Jewelry
Show - Hours: Sat 10:00 - 6:00 Sun 10:00 -
4:00, Venue: The Zembo Shrine
Auditorium, Address: 2801 N 3rd St, The
Zembo Shrine Auditorium, Harrisburg, PA
17110

Website: http://www.rockandmineral.org/

SEPTEMBER 28 - 29, 2024 HARRISBURG,
PA The Central Pennsylvania Rock and
Mineral Club’s 58th Annual Gem, Mineral
and Jewelry Show! Saturday, September
28,2024 10 AM — 6 PM Sunday, September
29, 2024 10 AM — 4 PM. NEW Location at
The Zembo Shrine Auditorium 2801 N. 3rd
Street, Harrisburg, PA 17110 Admission $6

AUGUST 2024

PER PERSON (S5 with postcard or ad)
CHILDREN 12 & UNDER FREE. Free off-
street parking!

BCentral Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club
58" Annual Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show

‘ A September 28 - 29, 2024
gl Sat. 10-6pm,Sun 10-4pm
Zembo Shrine Auditorium
New Location:
2801 N. Third St. Harrisburg, PA

Admission - $6 or $5 with this Postcard or Ad
Postcard valid for up to 4 admissions iy
Children12and:under free w/ paying adult= s
.
B — f

. —

SEPTEMBER 28-29, 2024 WEST
FRIENDSHIP, MD. Hours SAT 10:00 - 6:00;
SUN 10:00 to 5:00. Venue: Howard County
Fairgrounds. Address: 2210 Fairgrounds
Road, West Friendship, MD 21794.
Website:
http://www.gemcuttersguild.com/

OCTOBER 04-06, 2024 VIRGINIA BEACH,
VA Hours: Fri Noon-6:00 Sat/Sun 10:00-
5:00 Venue: Virginia Beach Convention
Center Address: 1000 19th Sober Virginia
Beach Convention Center, Virginia Beach,
VA 23451

Website: http://treasuresoftheearth.com/

OCTOBER 05, 2024 WALDORF, MD
Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club
28th Annual Rock, Mineral & Fossil Show.
9AM to 4 PM. Located at the Old Waldorf
School, 3074 Crain Highway, Waldorf, MD
20601. Adults $5.00, Seniors (65+)$4.00,
Juniors (13-17) $3.00, Children (12 and
under) free with an Adult. Free Parking.
Free door prizes every 30 minutes. Over 45
tables. Perfect polished stones of every
description; rock slabs, uncut rocks,
crystals, fossils, handcrafted jewelry,
lapidary rocks, fluorescent tent with glow in
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the dark rocks, spectacular mineral
specimens to suit all tastes and budgets.
Free rocks for every kid. Website:
SMRMC.ORG

OCTOBER 18-20, 2024 HICKORY, NC
Catawba Valley Gem & Mineral Club Show
Hours: Fri/Sat 10:00-6:00 Sun 10:00-5:00
Venue: Hickory Metro Convention Center;
Address: 1960 13th Ave Dr S, Hickory Metro
Convention Center, Hickory, NC 28602
Website: http://cvgmc.com/

OCTOBER 19-20, 2024 SOUTH
CHARLESTON, WV- Kanawha Rock & Gem
Club presents their 50th Annual Jewelry,
Gems, Mineral & Fossil Show & Sale.
Located at South Charleston Community
Center 601 Jefferson Road, South
Charleston, WV, United States. Saturday
and Sunday, - 10 a.m.to 4 p.m. Grand
Door Prizes $150.00 in Gift Certificates good
at next year's show and $75.00 in Gift
Certificates good at next year’s show with
additional Hourly Drawings Admission
$3.50 PER PERSON $2.00 with Coupon,
CHILDREN 12 & UNDER FREE. Free Parking

OCTOBER 19-20, 2024 MT BETHEL, PA;
Mount Bethel Gem Mineral & Fossil Show -
Hours: Sat 9:00-5:00 Sun 9:00-4:00; Venue:
Mount Bethel Fire Hall; Address: 2341 N
Delaware Dr. (AKA RT. 611) Mount Bethel
Fire Hall, Mt Bethel, PA 18343

Website:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701
857546267/?ref=share

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701
857546267/?ref=share

OCTOBER 26-27, 2024 — EAST ROCHESTER,
NY; Rochester Gem, Mineral, Jewelry and
Fossil Show. 10am-5pm Saturday, 10am to
5pm Sunday. Total Sports Experience. 435
West Commercial Street, East Rochester,
NY. Children’s activities, hourly drawings,
about 28 dealers.

Winter Holiday Gift Show
November 15 - 17, 2024

Lebanon Expo & Fairgrounds
80 Rocherty Rd, Lebanon, PA 17042
Minerals - Beads - Fine Jewelry - Gifts - Fossils - Gifts

NOVEMBER 15-17, 2024 LEBANON, PA
Gem Miner's Jubilee Gem & Jewelry Show;
Hours: Fri/Sat 10:00-6:00 Sun 11:00-4:00,
Venue: Lebanon Valley Fairgrounds and
Expo; Address: 80 Rocherty Road, Lebanon
Valley Fairgrounds and Expo, Lebanon, PA
17042 Website: https://www.gem-
show.com/

NEWS STORIES WITH POSSIBLE

INTEREST...How to see the 'golden
asteroid' from Earth this month
https://www.chron.com/news/space/articl

e/golden-asteroid-visible-19615475.php

Deep sea mining opponents suffer major
setback

https://phys.org/news/2024-08-deep-sea-
opponents-major-setback.html

August birthstone: Full guide to
gemstones' meaning, symbolism, more

https://www.usatoday.com/story/life/2024
/08/01/august-birthstone-peridot-spinel-
sardonyx/74590049007/
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Salar de Uyuni: The world's largest salt
desert and lithium reservoir surrounded by
volcanoes

https://www.livescience.com/planet-
earth/geology/salar-de-uyuni-the-world-s-
largest-salt-desert-and-lithium-reservoir-
surrounded-by-volcanoes

Startling Discovery Finds Mandibles in 500-
Million-Year-Old Fossils

https://www.popularmechanics.com/science/
animals/a61702556/mandibles-found-in-500-
million-year-old-fossils/

America finds the mine of the Apocalypse
with energy for millennia: 5 trillion under the
ground in these states

https://www.ecoticias.com/en/america-
energy-hydrogen-mine/4738/

World's largest iron ore deposits formed
over 1 billion years ago in supercontinent
breakup

https://www.livescience.com/planet-
earth/geology/world-s-largest-iron-ore-
deposits-formed-over-1-billion-years-ago-in-
supercontinent-breakup

World’s oldest fossil forest discovered in
England

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/travel/tr
avel-news/worlds-oldest-fossil-forest-
discovered-in-
england/articleshow/111880749.cms

Scientists Discover 'Dark Oxygen' on the
Ocean Floor Generated—Surprisingly—by
Lumps of Metal

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-
news/scientists-discover-dark-oxygen-on-the-
ocean-floor-generated-surprisingly-by-lumps-
of-metal-180984778/

'My jaw just dropped': 500 million-year-old
larva fossil found with brain preserved

https://www.livescience.com/animals/my-
jaw-just-dropped-500-million-year-old-larva-
fossil-found-with-brain-preserved

Unparalleled Insight — Ancient Fossil
Discovery Shows How South America and
Africa Drifted Apart

https://scitechdaily.com/unparalleled-insight-
ancient-fossil-discovery-shows-how-south-
america-and-africa-drifted-apart/

Complex life on Earth began around 1.5
billion years earlier than previously thought,
new study claims

https://phys.org/news/2024-07-complex-life-
earth-began-billion.html

Rock crystal sat in museum for nearly 2
centuries — then they found it wasn’t a rock

https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-
world/world/article273835070.html

New species of pterosaur may be
evolutionary ‘missing link’

https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-
world/world/article290435974.html

'Deep-snouted’ tyrannosaur fossils
uncovered at construction site

https://www.popsci.com/science/china-
tyrannosaur-species/

Massive Wyoming Dinosaur Shipped To
Denmark...

https://cowboystatedaily.com/2024/07/28/m

assive-wyoming-dinosaur-shipped-to-

denmark-museum-got-lost-in-the-mail/
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KU paleontologists finish excavation of 'rare'
baby T-Rex

https://fox4kc.com/news/ku-paleontologists-
finish-excavation-of-rare-young-t-rex/

Scientists Discover the Pathway to the
Elusive Element 120

https://www.popularmechanics.com/science/
261711013 /scientists-discover-pathway-
element-120-holy-grail-chemistry/

Scientists Just Discovered An Extinct Pygmy
Woolly Mammoth In Siberia

https://allthatsinteresting.com/pygmy-
woolly-mammoth

Strong arms, big feet: NC State
paleontologists discover a digger of a
dinosaur

https://www.heraldsun.com/article29000520
4.html

Researchers in Brazil Say Rain Uncovered
Fossil of Old Dinosaur

https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/resea
rchers-in-brazil-say-rain-uncovered-fossil-of-
old-dinosaur/7705272.html

A Geobiologist Found Possibly The Oldest
Complex Fossil — In Her Pet Rock

https://www.iflscience.com/a-geobiologist-
found-possibly-the-oldest-complex-fossil-in-
her-pet-rock-75281

Mega-earthquake is poised to rock five
states in America's heartland in next 50
years

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/arti
cle-13676647/earthquake-New-Madrid-
Seismic-Zone-Missouri-Arkansas-Tennessee-
Kentucky-lllinois.html

Kenosha fossil hunters make rare dino find;
afraid program will go extinct

https://www.fox6now.com/news/kenosha-
paleontologists-make-rare-dino-find

Ancient fossil reef Isle La Motte’s hottest
landmark

https://www.wcax.com/2024/07/26/ancient-
island-fossils-go-down-vermont-history/

Man Makes Wild Discovery About Rock His
Dad Found 30 Years Ago

https://www.newsweek.com/man-wild-
discovery-rock-dad-found-radioactive-
1925686

Australia's high-grade iron ore in the Pilbara
formed up to 1.4 billion years ago: study

https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2024-
07-23/australia-iron-ore-pilbara-formed-up-
to-1-billion-years-ago/104120314

Hunt for Red Hills nodules and geodes
produces surprises

https://www.eastidahonews.com/2024/07/h
unt-for-red-hills-nodules-and-geodes-
produces-surprises/

Peering into the Pits of Telfer Mine

https://www.bluemarble.nasa.gov/images/15
3079/peering-into-the-pits-of-telfer-mine

34-Million-Year-Old Snake Discovered in
Wyoming Changes Our Understanding of
Evolution

https://scitechdaily.com/34-million-year-old-
snake-discovered-in-wyoming-changes-our-
understanding-of-evolution/
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See neolithic rock shelter excavated for first
time in Spain

https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-
world/world/article290688369.html

Volcano in Tanzania with weirdest, runniest
magma on Earth is sinking into the ground

https://www.livescience.com/planet-

earth/volcanos/volcano-in-tanzania-with-
weirdest-runniest-magma-on-earth-is-sinking-
into-the-ground

Tungsten Found in Tycho Brahe’s Lab Shards
Solves Historical Mystery

https://www.popularmechanics.com/science/
archaeology/a61742141/tycho-brahe-
alchemical-discovery-tungsten-element/

75-year-old handwritten letter led
researchers to one of the 'rarest minerals on
Earth'

https://www.good.is/75-year-old-
handwritten-letter-led-researchers-to-one-of-
the-rarest-minerals-on-earth-ex2

New Study Refutes Leading Theory of
Continent Formation

https://www.sci.news/othersciences/geoscie
nce/continent-formation-theory-13152.html

Sapphires form inside the fiery hearts of
volcanoes, not deep in the mantle like we
thought

https://www.livescience.com/planet-
earth/geology/sapphires-form-inside-the-

fiery-hearts-of-volcanoes-not-deep-in-the-
mantle-like-we-thought

Miners find nearly perfectly preserved
woolly rhino from 10,000 years ago as
experts hope to bring animal 'back to life'

AUGUST 2024

https://www.the-
sun.com/tech/12107858/miners-find-nearly-
perfectly-preserved-woolly-rhino/

Scientists Discover Fossil Chromosomes in
52,000-Year-Old Woolly Mammoth Which
Could Help De-Extinct the Species

https://www.zmescience.com/science/scienti
sts-discover-fossil-chromosomes-in-52000-
year-old-woolly-mammoth-which-could-help-
de-extinct-the-species/

Greenland fossil discovery stuns scientists
and confirms that center of ice sheet melted
in recent past

https://phys.org/news/2024-08-greenland-
fossil-discovery-stuns-scientists.html

Heavy rains in Brazil unearth what could be
world’s oldest dinosaur fossil

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/scienc
e/brazil-rain-dinosaur-fossil-oldest-
b2591864.html

The Mysterious Origins of Sapphires Have
Finally Been Deciphered

https://www.sciencealert.com/the-

mysterious-origins-of-sapphires-have-finally-
been-deciphered

13,600-year-old remarkably intact mastodon
skull discovered in lowa

https://interestingengineering.com/culture/1
3600-year-old-well-intact-mastodon-skull

He stumbled onto a large tusk in a
Mississippi creek. It turned out to be a first-
of-its-kind discovery

https://apple.news/Aari8pQWNRfCFGrpcs8v5s
Uw

Page 9 of 18


https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/article290688369.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/article290688369.html
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/volcanos/volcano-in-tanzania-with-weirdest-runniest-magma-on-earth-is-sinking-into-the-ground
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/volcanos/volcano-in-tanzania-with-weirdest-runniest-magma-on-earth-is-sinking-into-the-ground
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/volcanos/volcano-in-tanzania-with-weirdest-runniest-magma-on-earth-is-sinking-into-the-ground
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/volcanos/volcano-in-tanzania-with-weirdest-runniest-magma-on-earth-is-sinking-into-the-ground
https://www.popularmechanics.com/science/archaeology/a61742141/tycho-brahe-alchemical-discovery-tungsten-element/
https://www.popularmechanics.com/science/archaeology/a61742141/tycho-brahe-alchemical-discovery-tungsten-element/
https://www.popularmechanics.com/science/archaeology/a61742141/tycho-brahe-alchemical-discovery-tungsten-element/
https://www.good.is/75-year-old-handwritten-letter-led-researchers-to-one-of-the-rarest-minerals-on-earth-ex2
https://www.good.is/75-year-old-handwritten-letter-led-researchers-to-one-of-the-rarest-minerals-on-earth-ex2
https://www.good.is/75-year-old-handwritten-letter-led-researchers-to-one-of-the-rarest-minerals-on-earth-ex2
https://www.sci.news/othersciences/geoscience/continent-formation-theory-13152.html
https://www.sci.news/othersciences/geoscience/continent-formation-theory-13152.html
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/geology/sapphires-form-inside-the-fiery-hearts-of-volcanoes-not-deep-in-the-mantle-like-we-thought
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/geology/sapphires-form-inside-the-fiery-hearts-of-volcanoes-not-deep-in-the-mantle-like-we-thought
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/geology/sapphires-form-inside-the-fiery-hearts-of-volcanoes-not-deep-in-the-mantle-like-we-thought
https://www.livescience.com/planet-earth/geology/sapphires-form-inside-the-fiery-hearts-of-volcanoes-not-deep-in-the-mantle-like-we-thought
https://www.the-sun.com/tech/12107858/miners-find-nearly-perfectly-preserved-woolly-rhino/
https://www.the-sun.com/tech/12107858/miners-find-nearly-perfectly-preserved-woolly-rhino/
https://www.the-sun.com/tech/12107858/miners-find-nearly-perfectly-preserved-woolly-rhino/
https://www.zmescience.com/science/scientists-discover-fossil-chromosomes-in-52000-year-old-woolly-mammoth-which-could-help-de-extinct-the-species/
https://www.zmescience.com/science/scientists-discover-fossil-chromosomes-in-52000-year-old-woolly-mammoth-which-could-help-de-extinct-the-species/
https://www.zmescience.com/science/scientists-discover-fossil-chromosomes-in-52000-year-old-woolly-mammoth-which-could-help-de-extinct-the-species/
https://www.zmescience.com/science/scientists-discover-fossil-chromosomes-in-52000-year-old-woolly-mammoth-which-could-help-de-extinct-the-species/
https://phys.org/news/2024-08-greenland-fossil-discovery-stuns-scientists.html
https://phys.org/news/2024-08-greenland-fossil-discovery-stuns-scientists.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/brazil-rain-dinosaur-fossil-oldest-b2591864.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/brazil-rain-dinosaur-fossil-oldest-b2591864.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/brazil-rain-dinosaur-fossil-oldest-b2591864.html
https://www.sciencealert.com/the-mysterious-origins-of-sapphires-have-finally-been-deciphered
https://www.sciencealert.com/the-mysterious-origins-of-sapphires-have-finally-been-deciphered
https://www.sciencealert.com/the-mysterious-origins-of-sapphires-have-finally-been-deciphered
https://interestingengineering.com/culture/13600-year-old-well-intact-mastodon-skull
https://interestingengineering.com/culture/13600-year-old-well-intact-mastodon-skull
https://apple.news/Aari8pQWNRfCFGrpcs8v5Uw
https://apple.news/Aari8pQWNRfCFGrpcs8v5Uw

ROCK TALK

AUGUST 2024

Ice age mammoth tusk unearthed in
Madison County

https://www.wapt.com/article/ice-age-
mammoth-tusk-unearthed-in-madison-
county/61853254

New Species of Ancient Marine Crocodile
Discovered in Germany

https://www.sci.news/paleontology/enalioet
es-schroederi-13165.html

Giant Fossil Discovery in Namibia Challenges
Long-Held Evolutionary Theories

https://scitechdaily.com/giant-fossil-
discovery-in-namibia-challenges-long-held-
evolutionary-theories/

First rocks recovered from Earth's mantle

https://www.popsci.com/science/earth-

mantle-rocks/

Gnatalie, a new dinosaur species, will soon
be on display in L.A.

https://www.khou.com/article/life/animals/g
natalie-dinosaur-discovered-utah-
nhmlac/285-07d20947-363a-495c-bec7-
932€963c6a38

Rare Earth Metals: The Next Gold Rush to
Challenge China

https://greekreporter.com/2024/08/13/rare-
earth-metals-china/

Most Impressive Diamond Discoveries at
Arkansas State Park Since 2019

https://people.com/most-impressive-
diamond-discoveries-arkansas-state-park-
since-2019-8575527

1,400,000,000-year-old discovery changes
scientists' understanding of Earth's
geological history

https://www.uniladtech.com/science/news/b
illion-year-discovery-earth-geological-history-
722884-20240805

The Ancient Ocean Beneath the City of
Baltimore
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpCYvsx
8vrd

Botswana uncovers a huge 2,492-carat
diamond that could be one of the biggest
ever

https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireSt
ory/botswana-huge-2492-carat-diamond-
uncovered-mine-113052516

Under a Frozen Army Base, He Found
Incredible Fossils

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/21/scien
ce/paul-bierman-greenland-glacier-
fossils.html

Why these pink Petoskey stones are so rare

https://www.mlive.com/life/2024/08/why-
these-pink-petoskey-stones-are-so-rare.html

'Everything’s bigger in Texas. Our mammoths
are bigger, too’: 20,000- year-old mammoth
remains discovered in Central Texas

https://www.kwtx.com/2024/08/20/everythi
ngs-bigger-texas-our-mammoths-are-bigger-
too-thousand-year-old-mammoth-remains-
discovered-central-texas/
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SOUTHERN MARYLAND
ROCK, MINERAL, AND FOSSIL SHOW
SATURDAY OCTOBER 5, 2024
9 am to 4 pm
OLD WALDDRF SCHDOL
3074 CRAIN HIGHWAY (Rt 301), WALDORF MD 20601
[next to Jaycees Hall)
ADMISSION -OMATION: ADULTS 55.00, SENIORS [55+) S4.00,
JUMIORS [13-17) $3.00, 12 AND UNDER FREE WITH AN ADULT

FREE rocks for all Kids. FREE Door prizes every 30 minutes.

THE HOLIDAYS ARE COMING
LOTS OF UNMJUE GIFTS
OVER 45 TABLES
*ROCKS *CRYSTALS *FOSSILS
*HANDCRAFTED JEWELRY
*LAPIDARY *MINERALS
*ALUORESCENT TENT *DISPLAYS

SPONSORED BY SOUTHERN MARYLAND ROCK AND MINERAL
LLus
WEGSITE WIWW SMARC ORD
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK: Southern Maryland Rock and
Mineral Club

VENDOR APPLICATIONS OR QUESTIONS?
CONTACT Kenny Jameson THRU WEBSITE: SMRMC.Org

SOUTHERN MARYLAND
ROCEK, MINERAL, AND FOSSIL SHOW
SATURDAY OCTORBER 5, 2024
% am to 4 pm
OLD WAL DDRF SCHOOL
3074 CRAIN HIGHWAY (Rt 301), WALDORF MD 20601
[next to Jaycees Hall)
ADMISSION OMATION: ADULTS 55.00, SENIORS [55+) S4.00,
JUMIORS [13-17) $3.00, 12 AND UNDER FREE WITH AN ADULT

FREE rocks for all Kids. FREE Dwor prizes every 30 minutes.

THE HOLIDAYS ARE COMING
LOTS OF UNIQUE GIFTS
OVER 45 TABLES
*ROCKS *CRYSTALS "FOSSILS
*HANDCRAFTED JEWELRY
*LAPIDARY *MINERALS
*FLUDRESCENT TENT *DHSPLAYS

SPONSORED BY SOUTHERN MARYLAND ROCK AND MINERAL
LLus
WEESITE WIWW MM ORD
FOLLOW US ON FACEBDOK: Southemn Maryland Rock and
Mineral Club

VENDOR APPLICATIONS OR QUESTIONS?
CONTACT Kenny Jameson THRU WEBSITE: SMRMC.org

SOUTHERN MARYLAND

ROCEK, MINERAL, AND FOSSIL SHOW
SATURDAY OCTOBER 5, 2024
9 am to 4 pm
DD WALDDRF SCHOOL
3074 CRAIN HIGHWAY (Rt 301), WALDORF MD 20601
[mext to Jaycees Hall)
ADMISSION DOMATION: ADULTS %5.00, SENIORS [65¢) $4.00,
JUMIORS [13-17) $3.00, 12 AND UNDER FREE WITH AN ADULT

FREE rocks for all Kids. FREE Door prizes every 30 minutes.

THE HOLIDAYS ARE COMING
LOTS OF UNMIUE GIFTS
OVER 45 TABLES
*ROCKS *CRYSTALS *FOSSILS
*HANDCRAFTED JEWELRY
*LAPIDARY *MINERALS
*ALUORESCENT TENT *DISPLAYS

SPONSORED BY SOUTHERN MARYLAND ROCK AND AMINERAL

s
WEBSITE: WWW_SMRMC ORG
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK: Southern Maryland Rock and
Mineral Club

VEND:DR APPLICATIONS DR QUESTIONS?
CONTACT Eenny Jameason THRU WEBSITE: SMRMC.org

SOUTHERN MARYLAND
ROCEK, MINERAL, AND FOSSIL SHOW
SATURDAY OCTORER 5, 2024
9 am to 4 pm
OLD WALDDRF SCHOOL
3074 CRAIN HISHWAY (Rt 301), WALDDRF MD 20601
[next to Jaycees Hall)
ADMISSION DONATION: ADULTS $5.00, SENIORS [65+) $4.00,
JUMIORS [13-17) $3.00, 12 AND UNDER FREE WITH AN ADULT

FREE rocks for all Kids. FREE Door prizes every 30 minutes.

THE HOLIDAYS ARE COMING
LOTS OF UNIOUE GIFTS
OVER 45 TABLES
*ROCKS *CRYSTALS *FOSSILS
+ *HANDCRAFTED JEWELRY
*LAPIDARY *MINERALS
*FLUORESCEMT TENT *DISPLAYS.

SPONSORED BY SOUTHERN MARYLAND ROCK AND AMINERAL
LUE
WEBSITE. WWW.SMAMC.ORG
FOLLOW US ON FACEBDOK: Southern Maryland Rock and
Mineral Club

VENDOR APPLICATIONS OR QUESTIONS?
CONTACT Kenny Jameson THRU WEBSITE: SMEMC.Org
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Hello all!

The 28th Annual SO MD Rock,
Mineral and Fossil Show is just a month and
a half away! Preparations for another great
show are well under way. We currently
have just five (5) tables left.

I am working on some new vendor's
that will be an exciting addition to the Rock
Show line up. Once | have these locked in
along with some other exciting
developments, | will be announcing these
on the Facebook Group as they come in and
will include in next month’s newsletter.
There will be many announcements
coming!

One new addition is that we will
have a food truck. Compliments of Dan D’s
Catering.

Our vendors are enthusiastic to
share their unique specimens. More
updates will be coming relating to this as
well. Herkimer Diamonds, one of a kind
Amethysts from all over the world. Even
the most comprehensive collection, ever, of
polished Patuxent River Stones right from
our own back yard!

The word is spreading about the
show. We have listings and press releases
put out to many SO MD groups, family
groups, military groups. Too many to
mention. And we are working to contact
many more. We are also reaching out to
neighboring Rock Clubs. And have, or will,
send out fliers to several Rock Shows in the
surrounding states.

While | am working diligently to get
the word out. Especially in the final month.
We will need each of you to help spread the
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word now more than ever! Starting with
social media. Whatever social media
platforms you are on please make mention
and share the Rock and Mineral Show.
Whether it’s Facebook, Nextdoor,
Instagram, etc.. We will be trying to update
the website and Facebook page with
pictures from vendors. You can share
pictures and send a link to the website.
http://www.smrmc.org/rock-show-
information.html By the way. You will also
find a $2 off coupon there as well! Be sure
to share that. And here is a sneak preview
of Bob Davidson’s Herkimer Diamonds.
http://www.smrmc.org/herkimer-diamond-
preview.html Please share. | hope to get
more previews like this.

The most effective way to get folks
to the show is your personal word of mouth
advertising. This is where having fliers on
hand to pass out is important. They help in
having a conversation about the show. It
also doesn’t hurt to leave them behind at
other places of business. | will have more
fliers to supply at the next meeting. If you
are not able to make it to the meeting
contact me and | will be happy to mail you a
batch. If each Club Member were to get
just three (3)people to come to our Show
we would have record numbers in
attendance.

Last. We will be looking for as much
help as possible for the show in addition to
spreading the word. Please contact me
about this. And thank you to everyone in
advance for your help. It is all of your
enthusiasm together for the Show, and for
this hobby that makes this a success!

“Everybody loves rocks!” Kenny Jameson
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A Day with CVGP on July 27, 2024

by Dave Lines

“What in the world is ‘CVGP’? “, you
ask. Itis the initials of an organization with
great people who like to find gold. They are
called the “Central Virginia Gold
Prospectors”, and they are SERIOUS gold
seekers. And they lease several claims to
prove it. Some of their claims are large ---
the one we were on is 257 acres! And
productive --- especially if you have the
right equipment, knowledge, and are willing
to work hard. One of their members
showed me a cell phone picture of a pan
FULL of gold he and several buddies
recovered on one of the claims over a 4-day
period. The gold flakes and small nuggets
completely covered the bottom of the pan.
Incredible.

LY

AT VAGIIA G

We had been invited by the CVGP to
join them on their “1°* Annual Prospecting
102” near Dillwyn, Virginia for a day of
prospecting and comradery including a
picnic lunch, door prizes, and an
opportunity to purchase prospecting
equipment like gold pans and snuffer
bottles. They even had BIG equipment like
a large motor driven trammel for sale.

Eight (8) of us (Tim and Lorna S.,
Alton and Teresa J., Kim and her daughter
Alex, John W., and Dave) from the Southern
Maryland Rock and Mineral Club met there
at 9:45 am — give or take. Since it had
rained the day before, the red dirt road had
enough puddles and muddy spots to
persuade those without a four-wheel drive
vehicle to hitch a ride with those who did.
In fact, the last portion of the trip into the
meeting area of their claim was a bit dicey
even for my 4WD truck. So, we encouraged
those with regular cars to park in a safer
area and catch a ride with others.

The meeting area was in a small
clearing in the woods, and it was packed
solid with 4WD trucks, ATVs and Jeeps.
They had several tents set up for
registration (visitors paid a $10 fee and
signed a waiver), equipment sales, and

Page 13 of 18



ROCK TALK

AUGUST 2024

lunch preparation.  There were a lot of
kids, largely due to RGMS (Richmond Gem
and Mineral Society) bringing their junior
rockhounds. My guess is that there were
about 50 people total. After some (very)
brief instructions for the day, we all
departed to go gold panning in the creek.

There were four (4) in my truck —
John, Kim. Alex and me --- and we headed
(not so gently) back the way we came and
then took a right until we reached the sign
that said “Car Wash” --—a colorful and
accurately descriptive name for a place
where you had to ford the creek in the
road. Fortunately, the road in was not that
bad and we found a place to pull over and
park by Tongue Quarter Creek --- a
picturesque location which was mostly in
the shade.

Each of us grabbed our gear (bucket,
shovel, gold pan, and a small glass screw
cap bottle to put our gold in) and headed to

the creek. It was a very pretty and inviting
creek of clear water about 10 feet wide
with a good flow of water averaging about 6
inches deep. linitially tried to show those
with me how to gold pan, but my audience
disappeared before | finished my first pan
because they were eager to try it
themselves. Everyone scattered along the
very rocky creek and started digging and
panning. | spent the first 30 minutes
making a dam and set up a small sluice.

Then | started digging down looking
for bedrock. At afoot deep, | did a test pan
to look for color (gold). Seeing none, |
continued to dig down. That proved to be
more difficult due to large rocks that had to
be removed, then the sides began to cave
in. | finally found some color and then
“classified” half of a 5-gallon bucket of
material and ran that through my sluice just
before we were supposed to return to the
meeting area for lunch. Just before we left
for lunch, | cleaned up my sluice and put the
material from the sluice in my gold pan -—
intending to pan it out after lunch.
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Back at the rendezvous area, we
took a group picture (talk about trying to
herd cats!). It was a bit hilarious because
the guy taking the pictures said he had the
shakes (God bless him). And, of course,
several people wanted him to take pictures
with their own cell phone. When he got to
my cell phone, he took 5 pictures in rapid
succession --- most with my back to the
camera while trying to run back to be in the
picture. Itis a wonder that we have any
group picture for this report.

Anyway, their hospitality was great
and the hotdogs, fresh tomatoes, pork and
beans, and watermelon hit the spot. After

lunch, the CVGP held a door prize drawing
(nice touch). Amazingly, 3 of the 5 door
prizes went to the kids from the Richmond
club --- that was perfect and as it should
have been. Great encouragement to those
kids. The door prizes included several
Ziplock bags of sand with gold in them.

Of course, we spent some time
talking with each other and the members of
the CVGP about what they had found
during the morning. We also got some tips
as to where to try our luck next. Tim said
someone told him where there were some
kyanite crystals. At about 2 pm, we (the
four (4) in my truck) followed Tim to a
different location which was a small branch
stream that eventually fed into Tongue
Quarter Creek.

The narrow road to thi new area
was also muddy and the turnaround at the
end of the road was sketchy at best. |
pulled in beside Tim’s truck and everyone
got out and headed down to the stream. |
took my gold pan full of material from my
sluice cleanup from the morning and
headed to the stream to pan out the
contents. At the stream, which was almost
totally shaded, | had trouble finding a place
with enough bright sunshine to see the
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results in my pan. | followed an ATV trail
upstream alongside the stream about 50
yards and picked a spot. | panned very
carefully and eventually | found some gold
specks. | had not hit the mother lode this
time, but it fun trying.

| then decided to get my truck
turned around before we had to leave.
That was an interesting evolution, and after
a couple of tries, the truck was pointed in
the correct direction. At 3 pm, our group of
4 climbed back into my truck and we
returned to the picnic area, and thanked
our hosts and said our goodbyes. It was
another good adventure.

Afterward, | drove to nearby
Dillwyn, found a do-it-yourself carwash, and
cleaned about 50 pounds of red mud off my
truck before | headed back to Southern
Maryland.

AUGUST 2024

But that is not the end of this story.
When | eventually got around to asking the
attendees if they would please share a few
pictures they took during the trip, Tim sent
this pic of one old fellow’s find that day
with his metal detector.

What a great find! Makes me want
to join the CVGP.
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MINERALS FOUND THAT COULD BE FOUND IN GEORGIA
BY RICH SIMCSAK

A M E T H Y S T L Y R E B R R
C Q E T | L L Y H P (0) R P U
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N N Y (0] R (0) F L | N T J R A D
E A K U S K A R E Vv L I S H L
L M A L A Z U L | T E G R C (0)
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S J | J E N I L A M R U (0) T B

These are just a few of the minerals that can be found in the largest state east of the Mississippi River.

AGATE GARNET ROSE QUARTZ
AMETHYST GOLD RUBY
ASBESTOS HEMATITE RUTILE
AQUAMARINE JASPER SAPPHIRE
BARITE KYANITE SELENITE
BERYL LAZULITE SILVER
CHALCEDONY MANGANESE STAUROLITE
CHERT MARBLE TALC

COPPER MICA TEKTITES
FELDSPAR OPAL TOPAZ

FLINT PROPHYLLITE TOURMALINE
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The Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club

Meetings take place on the 4™ Tuesday of each month at
7:00pm

Held at the OLD WALDORF SCHOOL
Next to the Waldorf JayCees Hall

3074 Crain Highway, Waldorf, MD 20601

North of the RT 301 / RT 5 intersection

We’re on the web: SMRMC.ORG

SMRMC OFFICERS
PRESIDENT
Tim Smith
Programs / Vice President Membership / Vice President
Jill Lee Carole Raucheisen
Secretary Webmaster
Teresa Jones Bob Davidson
Field Trip Chairman Treasurer
David Lines Greta G
Rock Talk Editor FACEBOOK Coordinator

Rich Simcsak Kurt Knower

ITEMS WANTED/FOR SALE

For Sale — Virginia Unakite slabs (approx %
inch thick) — S0.50 per square inch (this is half
off regular price). Call Dave (240) 427-7062
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