Field Trip Report for Contrary Creek, VA on August 17, 2024 by Dave Lines

We had a small group — only 5 of us — John S., Rich, Marlene, Dave, and John S. Expectations were high
when we arrived, but the reality of having to work hard —- think digging into gravel laced with larger rocks
and clay --- took its toll and we spent most of our time surface collecting where previous diggers had left a
great deal of dug up material.

The weather provided a great day for gold panning —- both the air and the water were warm. Unfortunately,
the water flow in the creek was so low that a sluice box would not work.

Nevertheless, we found garnets (dodecahedral shaped crystals), both massive and crystal magnetite, slag
glass, lots of pyrite, quartz, actinolite crystals, mica shist (with more embedded garnets) —
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This was particularly productive in the area just west of the US Rt 522 bridge. We found unlimited amounts
of massive magnetite. It was easy --- just test every piece of black rock with a small magnet and ---viola ---
if it stuck, it was magnetite.
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And if it was not magnetic, there was a good chance that it was glass slag (left from the early days of gold
mining here).

Those who carefully inspected all sides of pieces of mica schist were rewarded with finding nicely formed
almandine garnets embedded in the schist.

Overall, the trip was another good one --- not great, but good enough to keep us interested.



