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JULY PROGRAM 
Local Fossil Finds 

by Dr. Stephen Godfrey CMM 
 

 Dr. Stephen Godfrey from the Calvert 

Marine Museum (CMM) (www.calvertmarine 

museum.com) will be sharing the common 

and not so common (otherwise-surprising) 

fossils have been found in our local area.  

 Promises to be a truly educational 

discussion.  If you have a local fossil that you 

have had issues identifying, this may be the 

best time to bring it in for an evaluation.   

 

IN THIS EDITION 
US Silica Mine Trip 

Virginia Trap Quarry Trip 

Central VA Gold Prospecting 101 

VA Trap Quarry Wordsearch 

 

SMRMC JUNE 2024 MINUTES 

Old Waldorf School, Waldorf, MD 

June 26, 2024 

 May Minutes were submitted by 

Teresa Jones via Sue Knower.  Meeting was 

called to order at 7:10 pm by President Tim 

Smith.   

 

 

VISITORS/NEW MEMBERS:  Attending:  26.  
We had 1 new member in attendance.  
(Welcome to Keith) 
 
Secretary:  Dave moved to accept the 
minutes and Alton seconded.  Motion 
passed.  
 
Treasurer:  Treasury report was given.  It was 
proposed that we consider making club dues 
due on January 1 in order to simplify the 
finances.  (Currently members pay according 
to the month they signed up).  Greta 
distributed current membership cards. 
 
Membership:  Currently, 121 Total Members:  
106 Adult members and 15 Junior members.  
 
Facebook posts/members:  624.  Kurt 
encouraged folks to join Facebook and post 
educational items of interest.   
 
Website:  Bob is good to continue as 
webmaster. 
 
Newsletter:  Rich said the newsletter was 

published early for May and hopes to 

continue publishing as early as possible.  He 

encouraged members to send him articles of 

interest and ideas of what they would like to 
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see in the newsletter.  He regularly includes 

details about upcoming rock shows from 

other clubs. 

PROGRAMS:  Jill is working on July’s 

program.  August will be our Member 

Auction.  She informed the members that the 

club has openings for programs and snacks 

for October and November.  Greta 

volunteered to bring snacks for the Nov. 

Meeting.  She encouraged anyone who has 

information on a certain topic to consider 

presenting to the group.  Kenny suggested 

that Dave present a programs on local finds. 

Field Trip Report:  

 Dave visited Purse State Park on 

Monday 5/24.  (Happy Birthday, Dave) He 

presented his excellent finds to the group.  

Dave suggested taking egg cartons along for 

rock hunting to place small specimens in and 

also for storage and display.  He also 

reminded members to bring their 

membership cards to each field trip.  

 Recent Past Field Trips: 

 June 1 – U.S. Silica Quarry, 

Montpelier, Va. - Andesine (gray flash 

moonstone), enstatite (bronzeite), massive 

rutile, weathered almandine garnets. Note:  

This trip was limited to 15 attendees and 15 

signed up, but only 10 showed up.  (4 of the 5 

had good reasons to cancel, but one was 

missing on the morning of the trip and has 

failed to respond to three voice mail 

messages to her cell phone. 

 Upcoming Field Trips:  
 July 13 –Northern VA trap rock 
quarry.  **A rare opportunity since this trip is 
the first club trip here in over 10 years.  
Check Mindat.org for a list of 46 minerals 

from this quarry.  Sign up for trip is currently 
full – with very limited (8 adults over 18 years 
old) attendance allowed by quarry manager. 
 
 July 27 – (awaiting confirmation from 
host). Dillwyn, VA (all day) to learn various 
ways to sluice, pan and dredge for gold.  Host 
– Central Virginia Gold Prospectors. $10 fee 
per person. 
 

 “Back up” TBD August – Contrary 
Creek, VA for garnet crystals, magnetite and 
gold.  
 
 TBD – Unakite, cryptomelane, 
rockbridgeite, pink/white/gray quartzite with 
black skilithos tracks (lapidary material) near 
Vesuvius, VA.  
 
 TBD – Point of Rocks. MD for Potomac 
Marble (lapidary) and blue 
quartz/jasper/native American artifacts.  
(Note: water level in upper Potomac River 
needs to recede to 2 feet.  Currently 4.2 feet. 
Best guess is August.) 
 
 TBD – HK Penn Quarry for green-
colored minerals:  williamsite, 
McGuinnessite, serpentine. 
 
 TBD September – kyanite crystals, 
rutile, iridescent hematite at Kyanite Corp 
Mine, Dillwyn, VA. 
 
 Possible longer trips to the following 
places: 
 SC (Diamond Hill in Antreville for 
quartz crystals – skeletal, smoky, amethyst) – 
515 miles/8 hrs. 
 GA (Graves Mountain near Lincolnton 
for rutile crystals + iridescent hematite) – 560 
miles/8 ½ hrs. 
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 KY (Danville for geodes of quartz 
crystals) – 570 mi./9 hrs. 
 MO (Missouri – geodes with various 
crystals – quartz, calcite, millerite.) 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Auction 
 Kurt will email members with 
information on the auction. It will be held 
here at the Waldorf School auditorium. 
Discussion about the time ensued. There will 
be a short business meeting starting 
promptly at 6:00 pm.  Tim will provide the 
August refreshments. 
 Suggestions:  Donations will be 
auctioned first.  Also, each person limits to 5 
items and confirms at the July meeting if they 
are bringing items for the auction.  
 
2024 Mineral Rock and Fossil Show  
 Kenny reminded everyone that our 

2023 Rock, Mineral and Fossil Show will be 

held Oct. 5 from 9am-4pm.  It will be a two 

day event Fri. night, Oct. 4 will be for set-up 

and the show will be Sat., Oct. 5.  Kenny 

encouraged everyone to take some small or 

large show flyers to distribute. Greta also has 

some printed on yellow paper.  

 Tables:  24 tables are already sold. 

Word is getting out. He is talking to other 

vendors…members need to sign up if they 

want a table. He encouraged anyone who 

ensues expense for the Rock Show keep and 

turn in receipts for reimbursement. Most 

members are continuing in the jobs held for 

last year.  

NEW BUSINESS: 

 Dave announced that the book The 

Northern Virginia Trap Rock Quarry by Darryl 

Powell is available for $25.00. (with limited 

copies).  Contact the author at 

powellpublicationsgroup@gmail.com if you 

want a copy. 

ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further 

business, a motion was made to adjourn the 

business meeting.  Motion passed and we 

were adjourned at 7:50 PM.  

 After refreshments and door prize 

drawing, Diane Etherton presented an 

interesting and informative program on the 

geologic history of Maryland and rock 

formations common in each region.  She 

presented her information with the use of 

detailed geologic maps.  She recommended 

several books, in particular Maryland 

Geology.  

 

 

 

Editor Notes: 

 Expect further discussion and 

finalization of how the August Club Auction 

will be held during the July meeting.  Goals 

are to make it move smoothly with maximum 

items brought for auction to be sold. 

 
Holi 

Holidays      

mailto:powellpublicationsgroup@gmail.com
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Program Volunteers, Dates TBD: 
1. Kenny Jameson – Local Rocks and Minerals, ie.e Patuxent River Stones 
2. Kenny Sams – Opals 
3. 4. Jill Lee – Summer Astronomy 

Dates are tentative.  Changes are possible due to a multitude of reasons that are always beyond our control. 

 
 

2024 PROGRAMS/REFRESHMENTS SCHEDULE 

MONTH PROGRAM REFRESHMENTS 

23 JUL 2024 Local Fossil Finds - Dr. Stephen Godfrey CMM Kurt and Sue 

27 AUG 2024 CLUB AUCTION Tim 

24 SEP 2024 TBD Jill 

22 OCT 2024 “Remnants of Ancient Life” or alternative -  Dale 
Greenwalt  greenwaltd@si.edu 

Polly, Al, & Carole 

26 NOV 2024 TBD Greta 

17 (?) DEC 2024 HOLIDAY PARTY POT LUCK 

mailto:greenwaltd@si.edu
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ODDS AND ENDS 
 
EDITORS NOTE:  I may forward an email 

from ROCKCHASING.COM if the article(s) 

are worthy for sharing with the club 

members.  IF anyone gets to their "FULL 

POINT" with too much information - 

PLEASE tell me and I will stop it's 

dissemination to those members not 

wanting the email. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

 

AUGUST 02-04, 2024 VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 
Treasures of the Earth - Hours: Fri Noon-
6:00 Sat/Sun 10:00-5:00  Venue: Virginia 
Beach Convention Center  Address: 1000 
19th St., Virginia Beach Convention Center, 
Virginia Beach, VA   Website:  
http://treasuresoftheearth.com/ 

 

AUGUST 16-18, 2024  LEBANON, PA  Gem 

Miner's Jubilee Gem & Jewelry Show; 

Hours: Fri/Sat 10:00-6:00 Sun 10:00-4:00, 

Venue: Lebanon Valley Fairgrounds and 

Expo; Address: 80 Rocherty Road, Lebanon 

Valley Fairgrounds and Expo, Lebanon, PA 

17042  Website: https://www.gem-

show.com/ 

 

 

AUGUST 20-22, 2024 RICHMOND, VA 

Treasures of the Earth - Hours: Fri Noon-

6:00 Sat/Sun 10:00-5:00  Venue: Richmond 

Raceway Complex  Address: 600 E 

Laburnum Ave, Richmond Raceway 

Complex, Richmond, VA 23222 

Website:  

http://www.treasuresoftheearth.com/  

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/treasuresofeart

h  Twitter: 

https://twitter.com/gemsandjewelry1 

AUGUST 24-25 2024 - CANTON, NY;  St. 
Lawrence Rock & Mineral Club’s 57th 
Annual Show August 24th & 25th, Canton, 
NY @ the Pavilion, 90 Lincoln St., Canton, 
NY 13617 ADMISSION: $4.00 Adults, 12 and 
under free Sat. 9-4:30 PM; Sunday 9-3:00 
PM Friday the 23rd at dusk, there’s a free 
fluorescent mineral hunt for kids, lights 
provided. Contact William deLorraine, 
President: wdellie@gmail.com, 315-287-
2560 visit us @ 
www.stlawrencecountymineralclub.org 

AUGUST 28-29, 2024  HARRISBURG, PA , 

Central PA Rock, Mineral, Gem & Jewelry 

Show - Hours: Sat 10:00 - 6:00 Sun 10:00 - 

4:00, Venue:  The Zembo Shrine 

Auditorium, Address: 2801 N 3rd St, The 

Zembo Shrine Auditorium, Harrisburg, PA 

17110 

Website:  http://www.rockandmineral.org/ 

 
SEPTEMBER 28 - 29, 2024  HARRISBURG, 
PA The Central Pennsylvania Rock and 
Mineral Club’s 58th Annual Gem, Mineral 
and Jewelry Show!  Saturday, September 
28, 2024 10 AM – 6 PM  Sunday, September 
29, 2024 10 AM – 4 PM.  NEW Location at 
The Zembo Shrine Auditorium  2801 N. 3rd 

https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/treasures-of-the-earth/536/false/false
http://treasuresoftheearth.com/
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/gem-miners-jubilee-gem-jewelry-show/1051/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/gem-miners-jubilee-gem-jewelry-show/1051/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/gem-miners-jubilee-gem-jewelry-show/1051/false/false
https://www.gem-show.com/
https://www.gem-show.com/
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/treasures-of-the-earth/818/false/false
http://www.treasuresoftheearth.com/
https://www.facebook.com/treasuresofearth
https://www.facebook.com/treasuresofearth
http://www.twitter.com/https:/twitter.com/gemsandjewelry1
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/central-pa-rock-mineral-gem-jewelry-show/987/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/central-pa-rock-mineral-gem-jewelry-show/987/false/false
http://www.rockandmineral.org/
http://www.wncrocks.com/index55.html
https://www.gem-show.com/
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Street, Harrisburg, PA 17110  Admission  $6 
PER PERSON ($5 with postcard or ad)  
CHILDREN 12 & UNDER FREE.  Free off-
street parking! 
 

 
 
OCTOBER 04-06, 2024  VIRGINIA BEACH, 

VA  Hours: Fri Noon-6:00 Sat/Sun 10:00-

5:00 Venue:  Virginia Beach Convention 

Center  Address: 1000 19th Sober Virginia 

Beach Convention Center, Virginia Beach, 

VA 23451 

Website:  http://treasuresoftheearth.com/ 

 
OCTOBER 05, 2024  WALDORF, MD  
Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club 
28th Annual Rock, Mineral & Fossil Show.  
9AM to 4 PM.  Located at the Old Waldorf 
School, 3074 Crain Highway, Waldorf, MD 
20601.  Adults $5.00, Seniors (65+)$4.00, 
Juniors (13-17) $3.00, Children (12 and 
under) free with an Adult. Free Parking.  
Free door prizes every 30 minutes.  Over 45 
tables.  Perfect polished stones of every 
description; rock slabs, uncut rocks, 
crystals, fossils, handcrafted jewelry, 
lapidary rocks, fluorescent tent with glow in 
the dark rocks, spectacular mineral 
specimens to suit all tastes and budgets. 
Free rocks for every kid.  Website:  
SMRMC.ORG 
 

OCTOBER 18-20, 2024  HICKORY, NC  

Catawba Valley Gem & Mineral Club Show  

Hours: Fri/Sat 10:00-6:00 Sun 10:00-5:00  

Venue: Hickory Metro Convention Center; 

Address: 1960 13th Ave Dr S, Hickory Metro 

Convention Center, Hickory, NC 28602 

Website:  http://cvgmc.com/ 

 
OCTOBER 19-20, 2024  SOUTH 

CHARLESTON, WV-  Kanawha Rock & Gem 

Club presents their 50th Annual Jewelry, 

Gems, Mineral & Fossil Show & Sale.  

Located at South Charleston Community 

Center 601 Jefferson Road, South 

Charleston, WV, United States.  Saturday 

and  Sunday, - 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Grand 

Door Prizes $150.00 in Gift Certificates good 

at next year's show and  $75.00 in Gift 

Certificates good at next year’s show with 

additional Hourly Drawings  Admission  

$3.50 PER PERSON $2.00 with Coupon, 

CHILDREN 12 & UNDER FREE.  Free Parking 

OCTOBER 19-20, 2024 MT BETHEL, PA; 

Mount Bethel Gem Mineral & Fossil Show -

Hours:  Sat 9:00-5:00 Sun 9:00-4:00; Venue: 

Mount Bethel Fire Hall; Address: 2341 N 

Delaware Dr. (AKA RT. 611)  Mount Bethel 

Fire Hall, Mt Bethel, PA 18343 

Website:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701

857546267/?ref=share 

Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701

857546267/?ref=share 

 
OCTOBER 26-27, 2024 – EAST ROCHESTER, 
NY;  Rochester Gem, Mineral, Jewelry and 
Fossil Show. 10am-5pm Saturday, 10am to 
5pm Sunday. Total Sports Experience. 435 
West Commercial Street, East Rochester, 

http://treasuresoftheearth.com/
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/catawba-valley-gem-mineral-club-show/750/false/false
http://cvgmc.com/
https://efmls.org/event/kanawha-rock-gem-club-presents-their-50th-annual-jewelry-gems-mineral-fossil-show-sale/
https://efmls.org/event/kanawha-rock-gem-club-presents-their-50th-annual-jewelry-gems-mineral-fossil-show-sale/
https://efmls.org/event/kanawha-rock-gem-club-presents-their-50th-annual-jewelry-gems-mineral-fossil-show-sale/
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/mount-bethel-gem-mineral-fossil-show/2267/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/mount-bethel-gem-mineral-fossil-show/2267/false/false
https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701857546267/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701857546267/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701857546267/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701857546267/?ref=share
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NY. Children’s activities, hourly drawings, 
about 28 dealers. 
 

 

NOVEMBER 15-17, 2024  LEBANON, PA  

Gem Miner's Jubilee Gem & Jewelry Show; 

Hours: Fri/Sat 10:00-6:00 Sun 11:00-4:00, 

Venue: Lebanon Valley Fairgrounds and 

Expo; Address: 80 Rocherty Road, Lebanon 

Valley Fairgrounds and Expo, Lebanon, PA 

17042  Website: https://www.gem-

show.com/ 

 

NEWS STORIES WITH POSSIBLE 
INTEREST... 

 
A Whale-Skeleton Discovery Has Stumped 

Marine Biologists 

https://hakaimagazine.com/news/more-
whale-falls-found-off-los-angeles-than-in-
the-rest-of-world-combined/ 
 

Fossil of an ancient shark that swam in the 

age of dinosaurs solves centuries-long 

mystery 

https://www.cnn.com/2024/07/15/science/

ancient-shark-fossil-ptychodus-great-

white/index.html 

Victoria Gold: Update on Eagle Gold Mine 

https://finance.yahoo.com/news/victoria-

gold-eagle-gold-mine-110000878.html 

‘Incredibly unusual’ dinosaur unearthed in 

Mississippi 

https://www.earth.com/news/incredibly-

unusual-dinosaur-unearthed-in-mississippi/ 

Amazing Discovery: Fossil Collector 

Unearths the Most Complete Dinosaur in 

the UK Since 1923 

https://scitechdaily.com/amazing-

discovery-fossil-collector-unearths-the-

most-complete-dinosaur-in-the-uk-since-

1923/ 

Iron ore’s $100 price floor at risk of 

collapse from jump in supply 

https://www.mining.com/web/iron-ores-

100-floor-at-risk-of-collapse-from-jump-in-

supply/ 

Are there turquoise mines in Colorado? 

Yes! Hear more from a Cripple Creek 

turquoise miner 

https://www.cpr.org/2024/07/08/turquoise

-mines-in-colorado-cripple-creek/ 

Uranium still poisoning Navajo people. But 

they can't stop the ore from coming 

https://www.ksl.com/article/51052551/ura

nium-still-poisoning-navajo-people-but-

they-cant-stop-the-ore-from-coming 

West Red Lake hits high-grade gold at 

Madsen mine 

https://www.mining.com/west-red-lake-

hits-high-grade-gold-at-madsen-mine/ 

What are thundereggs? The rare, 

chalcedony-filled rocks 

https://www.zmescience.com/?p=263677 

 

https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/gem-miners-jubilee-gem-jewelry-show/1051/false/false
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/Search/ListingDetails/gem-miners-jubilee-gem-jewelry-show/1051/false/false
https://www.gem-show.com/
https://www.gem-show.com/
https://hakaimagazine.com/news/more-whale-falls-found-off-los-angeles-than-in-the-rest-of-world-combined/
https://hakaimagazine.com/news/more-whale-falls-found-off-los-angeles-than-in-the-rest-of-world-combined/
https://hakaimagazine.com/news/more-whale-falls-found-off-los-angeles-than-in-the-rest-of-world-combined/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/07/15/science/ancient-shark-fossil-ptychodus-great-white/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2024/07/15/science/ancient-shark-fossil-ptychodus-great-white/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2024/07/15/science/ancient-shark-fossil-ptychodus-great-white/index.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/victoria-gold-eagle-gold-mine-110000878.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/victoria-gold-eagle-gold-mine-110000878.html
https://www.earth.com/news/incredibly-unusual-dinosaur-unearthed-in-mississippi/
https://www.earth.com/news/incredibly-unusual-dinosaur-unearthed-in-mississippi/
https://scitechdaily.com/amazing-discovery-fossil-collector-unearths-the-most-complete-dinosaur-in-the-uk-since-1923/
https://scitechdaily.com/amazing-discovery-fossil-collector-unearths-the-most-complete-dinosaur-in-the-uk-since-1923/
https://scitechdaily.com/amazing-discovery-fossil-collector-unearths-the-most-complete-dinosaur-in-the-uk-since-1923/
https://scitechdaily.com/amazing-discovery-fossil-collector-unearths-the-most-complete-dinosaur-in-the-uk-since-1923/
https://www.mining.com/web/iron-ores-100-floor-at-risk-of-collapse-from-jump-in-supply/
https://www.mining.com/web/iron-ores-100-floor-at-risk-of-collapse-from-jump-in-supply/
https://www.mining.com/web/iron-ores-100-floor-at-risk-of-collapse-from-jump-in-supply/
https://www.cpr.org/2024/07/08/turquoise-mines-in-colorado-cripple-creek/
https://www.cpr.org/2024/07/08/turquoise-mines-in-colorado-cripple-creek/
https://www.ksl.com/article/51052551/uranium-still-poisoning-navajo-people-but-they-cant-stop-the-ore-from-coming
https://www.ksl.com/article/51052551/uranium-still-poisoning-navajo-people-but-they-cant-stop-the-ore-from-coming
https://www.ksl.com/article/51052551/uranium-still-poisoning-navajo-people-but-they-cant-stop-the-ore-from-coming
https://www.mining.com/west-red-lake-hits-high-grade-gold-at-madsen-mine/
https://www.mining.com/west-red-lake-hits-high-grade-gold-at-madsen-mine/
https://www.zmescience.com/?p=263677
https://www.gem-show.com/
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Rhodium: The Most Expensive Metal 

https://www.geologyin.com/2024/07/rhodi

um-most-expensive-metal.html 

RANKED: World's top 10 gold mining 

companies 

https://www.mining.com/ranked-worlds-

top-10-gold-mining-companies/ 

Minerals found at world's largest rare-

earth mine can boost defense tech 

https://interestingengineering.com/science

/new-minerals-worlds-largest-rare-mine 

75-year-old handwritten letter led 

researchers to one of the 'rarest minerals 

on Earth' 

https://www.good.is/75-year-old-

handwritten-letter-led-researchers-to-one-

of-the-rarest-minerals-on-earth 

Largest golden nugget ever found weighed 

as much as an adult man 

https://www.indy100.com/science-
tech/largest-ever-golden-nugget-weight-
2668648325 
 

Fisherman discovers mammoth bone, 

'thick as a human leg,' dating back to the 

Ice Age 

https://www.foxnews.com/lifestyle/fisherm

an-discovers-mammoth-bone-thick-human-

leg-dating-ice-age 

Discovery of pure sulfur on Mars 'a first,' 

NASA says 

https://www.foxweather.com/earth-

space/discovery-pure-sulfur-mars-evidence-

water 

Where can gold be found in Arizona? 

https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/loc

al/arizona/2024/07/19/gold-finding-

arizona/74342885007/ 

Niobium Is Important. Can We Crack The 

Mystery Of Where It Forms? 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/andrewwigh

t/2024/07/12/niobium-is-important-can-

we-crack-the-mystery-of-where-it-forms/ 

Asteroid Sample Surprise: Bennu Holds the 

Solar System’s “Original Ingredients” 

https://scitechdaily.com/asteroid-sample-

surprise-bennu-holds-the-solar-systems-

original-ingredients/ 

Curiosity Cracked Open a Rock on Mars 

And Found a Huge Surprise 

https://www.sciencealert.com/curiosity-

cracked-open-a-rock-on-mars-and-found-a-

huge-surprise 

South Dakota Mines tackles critical 

minerals shortage with new programs 

https://www.newscenter1.tv/news/south-

dakota-mines-tackles-critical-minerals-

shortage-with-new-

programs/article_68ebf56c-4388-11ef-977f-

47d156257372.html 

'Every minute matters': Experts with first-

hand accounts at Victoria Gold mine 

disclose gravity of problems 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/vi

ctoria-gold-mine-experts-1.7264503 

 

 

https://www.geologyin.com/2024/07/rhodium-most-expensive-metal.html
https://www.geologyin.com/2024/07/rhodium-most-expensive-metal.html
https://www.mining.com/ranked-worlds-top-10-gold-mining-companies/
https://www.mining.com/ranked-worlds-top-10-gold-mining-companies/
https://interestingengineering.com/science/new-minerals-worlds-largest-rare-mine
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https://www.forbes.com/sites/andrewwight/2024/07/12/niobium-is-important-can-we-crack-the-mystery-of-where-it-forms/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/andrewwight/2024/07/12/niobium-is-important-can-we-crack-the-mystery-of-where-it-forms/
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Price of China's strategic germanium hits 

record high on possible state buying 

https://www.yahoo.com/news/price-

chinas-strategic-germanium-hits-

094528730.html 

Crater of Diamonds in Arkansas filled with 

gems, rich history 

https://www.thv11.com/article/news/local/

arkansas-crater-of-diamonds-state-park-

worldwide-gem/91-3f2152dc-dda8-419b-

a8af-629633123c6b 

Moonstone site attracts people across the 

state 

https://www.wsaw.com/2024/07/13/moon

stone-site-attracts-people-across-state/ 

Carolina Moment: Rockhounds go hunting 

for rocks and gems in Western North 

Carolina 

https://wlos.com/news/local/rockhounds-

go-hunting-for-rocks-and-gems-in-western-

north-carolina-carolina-moment-land-of-

sky-shrine-club-gem-show 

The River Of Gold in British Columbia 

https://greekreporter.com/2024/07/17/the

-river-of-gold-in-british-columbia/ 

What Types of Rocks Contain Gold 

https://www.geologyin.com/2024/07/type-

of-rocks-contain-gold.html 

Brazilian researchers discover dinosaur 

fossil after heavy rains in Rio Grande do Sul 

https://apnews.com/article/brazil-dinosaur-

rain-fossil-science-

d9908f27aaf273f65073ea791285dfc5 

Stegosaurus sells for almost $45 million at 

Sotheby's auction, the most for any 

dinosaur fossil 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/stegosaur

us-apex-sale-auction-record-45-million-

sothebys-buyer/ 

Giant armadillo fossil reveals humans were 

in South America a surprisingly long time 

ago 

https://www.cnn.com/2024/07/17/science/

giant-armadillo-fossil-early-humans-

americas/index.html 

Ballarat Gold Mine given green light for 
new open-air waste storage dam despite 
local environmental concern - ABC News 
 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-07-
20/ballarat-gold-mine-tailings-dam-
approval-granted-vcat/104119484 
 
Curiosity Views Rock Made of Sulfur at 
'Snow Lake' 
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/images/pia26308
-curiosity-views-rock-made-of-sulfur-at-
snow-lake 
 
New-age prospectors finding rare earth 
elements in tailings from Alberta oil sands 
 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmont
on/rare-earth-elements-alberta-oilsands-
1.7269223 
 
A $40B Critical Mineral Supply Chain Could 
Start in Pennsylvania 
 
https://gantnews.com/2024/07/19/a-40b-
critical-mineral-supply-chain-could-start-in-
pennsylvania/ 
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https://www.wsaw.com/2024/07/13/moonstone-site-attracts-people-across-state/
https://www.wsaw.com/2024/07/13/moonstone-site-attracts-people-across-state/
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https://greekreporter.com/2024/07/17/the-river-of-gold-in-british-columbia/
https://greekreporter.com/2024/07/17/the-river-of-gold-in-british-columbia/
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-07-20/ballarat-gold-mine-tailings-dam-approval-granted-vcat/104119484
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US Silica Mine Trip Report 

June 1, 2024 by Dave Lines 

 Beautiful lapidary grade gray and 
silver flash moonstone was laying 
everywhere on the ground.  When you 
looked toward the early morning sun, you 
could easily spot the many shiny pieces of 
moonstone (otherwise known as 
“andesine”) by the dozen.  Incredibly 
plentiful and high quality --- and this was 
just the first area we searched.  There was 
also enstatite (known as “bronzeite”) hiding 
in plain sight in the same area.  Bronzeite 
has a wonderful internal phenomenon that, 
when polished, looks like pieces of brass-
colored foil shimmering in a background of 
handsome brown.  It makes excellent 
cabochons and spheres.  We also found 
other interesting minerals such as massive 
ilmenite and massive rutile, though the 
rutile was generally mixed with aplite and 
moonstone as matrix. 

 

 Even though this was June 1st, the 
morning was very pleasant --- we had an 
early start with a 7:30 am safety brief with 
the Mine Manager.  There were ten of us 
(Rich, Tim and Lorna S., Bernie, Gary, 
Dianne, Renee, Kate, John W., and me) who 
had driven down from Southern Maryland.  
Normally, it is an easy 2-hour trip, but this 
morning, I-95 had been a parking lot --- Rich 

and I took 40 minutes to go just two miles 
to our exit.  Anyway, we all managed to get 
there in time for the brief.  

 

 The Mine Manager had led our 
caravan of vehicles to the gray flash 
moonstone location at about 8 am where 
we remained for about an hour.  Then he 
suggested we move to the bench directly 
above the moonstone area where they had 
done some recent blasting.  So around 9:30 
we all followed him the new area.  Believe it 
or not, in this new area, the moonstone and 
bronzeite were even more plentiful.  One 
could literally fill a 5-gallon bucket in 5 
minutes.  Astonishing! 

 

 We then moved to another area 
where, on a previous trip, we had found 
garnets in a roadbed plus some promising 
seams of quartz in the adjacent soil.  As 
promised, we all found garnets ranging 
from marble to golf ball sized.  Although 
they were not pretty because they had 
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formed in a black biotite matrix which had 
become part of the crystals, some were 
very gemmy.  Rich followed one of the thin 
quartz seams and found massive quartz that 
was very clear –-- but no crystals.  

 

 

 After an hour here we moved across 
the mine (which is a very large open pit 
quarry with about 3 levels) to our final 
location that the Mine Manager had 
scouted out for us --- he guaranteed we 
would find garnets.  Indeed, he was right on 
target.  The garnets were plentiful and 
laying both loose and embedded in the 
biotite matrix.  Nothing aesthetically 
beautiful, yet many of these almandine 
garnets were very gemmy and would take a 
nice polish.  Also, the large pieces of biotite 
matrix with the embedded garnets were 
great “garden rock” for the flower bed 
border back home. 

 As previously agreed, we all drove 
out of the mine a few minutes before noon.  
We all thanked the Mine Manager, who is a 
great “people person” with a friendly and 
helpful personality.  Another excellent field 
trip for the Southern Maryland Rock and 
Mineral Club! 

Virginia Trap Quarry Trip Report 
13 July 2024 by Dave Lines 

 
 Enroute to the quarry we saw a 
weird sight in the early morning sky which it 
looked like two large spotlights shining up 
into the clouds.  Closer examination showed 
that it was sun rays coming that ended in 
two short sections of bright rainbows.  But 
soon it began to get misty.  Ah ha – the mist 
was the source of the diffraction which 
caused the weird pattern in the sky.  Then it 
began to rain – and it rained hard.  But good 
fortune and the Lord was with us because 
the rain stopped just before we reached the 
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quarry, and the temperature remained 
comfortable the rest of the morning.  A 
super improvement over our recent hot 
weather. 
 

 
 
 Ten (10) us (Dave, Rich, Renee, 
Ralph G., Nikki, John W., Tim and Lorna S., 
Greta, and Kate) met at the quarry a little 
before 8:00 am on Saturday July 13 to do 
some mineral collecting.  Our host John 
Yeatman was an excellent quarry 
representative.  He had a good safety brief 
and outlined the precautions --- stay well 
away from all high walls and on the safe 
side of all berms.  He let us know where we 
would be going during the morning.  He was 
very personable and knowledgeable about 
this quarry as well as other plants in the 
company.  He led us to several locations in 
this plant to search for mineral specimens. 
 
 We followed him in our small 
caravan of vehicles down the haul road into 
the quarry to our first stop where we again 
were briefed on where we could go and not 
go.  Then we followed him on foot with our 
collecting tools onto a very wide bench 
which was surrounded by berms.  We 
searched carefully both on the quarry floor 
and the berms.  We looked for anything 
that was a different color other than the 
normal gray rock they had mined.  The plant 

cover of weeds was mostly dead and had 
dropped their leaves due to the drought, so 
it was easy looking.  The berms contained 
the best specimens --- and if we looked very 
slowly, we could find a whole array of 
minerals. 
 

 
 
 We spent about 90 minutes at our 
first stop.  Then we caravanned to the very 
bottom of Pit #1.  The pit was enormous 
and deep, with impressive benches on the 
east wall.  We all found a few specimens, 
but not as many as our first location.  After 
about 30 minutes here, we started out of 
the quarry and stopped for about 15 
minutes where we had first parked.  
Interestingly, we found several excellent 
specimens in the berms here including one 
with chalcopyrite on magnetite. 
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 Then we headed in our vehicles to 
our 4th location – Pit #2.  Basically, it was 
grown up with vegetation and barren of 
specimens except for some massive calcite 
on rock that had been brought from 
another quarry. 

 
 
 Our final stop was about 30 minutes 
up top past the scale house.  It should be 
noted that they are no longer actively 
mining at this quarry, but the good news is 
that they still bring in rock from other 
quarries.  This material is in many sizes and 
was easily accessible to us.  Some in piles, 
some in berms, and some in large 
temporary heaps.  Trouble is, we did not 
know where this material originated.  Our 
quarry rep was very knowledgeable and 
told us where the different piles were from 
---– but I for one did not write down each 
location.  Therefore, I spent my final time in 
the quarry searching the berms (which were 
from this quarry) around the edges of our 
final location.  I found several larger pieces 

containing prehnite, so I could say I had 
found some, but these were mostly “yard 
rock” for the flower bed border.  Yes, I 
could (and may) cut some to make some 
prehnite cabs. 

 

 Overall, there were some specimens 
that we did not know the names of, but we 
did find some prehnite, calcite, very small 
pectolite, chalcopyrite, and magnetite.  One 
sharp eyed lady (Nikki) found a small white 
specimen of (?) with a tiny metallic square 
of what looked like galena (lead sulfide) on 
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the surface. 

 

  Renee took a lot of great photos 
that documented our field trip very well. 
 
 Thanks again to Renee and the 
Quarry Manager who set up this trip.  It was 
fun and everyone had a good experience. 
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POSSIBILITIES OF MINERALS IN A VIRGINIA TRAP ROCK QUARRY 

By Rich Simcsak 

A N T H O P H Y L L I T E L W 

C E T I S A M U A H T Q O A A 

T E T I N A T I T E Z U K U S 

I P U I P Y R I T E D A E M E 

N I R S T F Z I F O  R N O T 

O D G E A U T Z U Z E T I N I 

L O A F H O M N M C D Z T T S 

I T L Z I N I S A U I D E I I 

T E E B F T I L I J S U D T O 

E L N H E L C T J B P P S E Z 

T R A V V I H H E R O E Y P O 

I O A E T I N R O B I R V G N 

B H R E T I L O T A D X P O I 

L C E T I K C O N E E R G U L 

A S W E T I T A P A R O L H C 

 

A trap rock quarry in both diabase and hornfels. 

Thank you to Ralph for this month's theme!! 

These are just a few of the minerals that can be found in a trap rock quarry. 

World-famous for exceptional hydroxyapophyllite-(K) crystals. Known for exceptional 

hydroxyapophyllite-(K) crystals. Meier and Kearns (2011) determined that much — if not all — of the 

northern Virginia specimens are uniformly near end-member hydroxyapophyllite-(K) and verified its 

occurrence at this locality. (Lance Kearns, personal communication, 2011). 

Actinolite 

Albite  

Anthophyllite  

Biotite  

Bornite  

Calcite  

Chlorapatite  

Clinozoisite  

Cuprobismutite 

Datolite  

Diopside 

Epidote 

Galena 

Greenockite 

Gypsum 

Laumontite 

Loudounite 

Okenite  

Prehnite  

Pyrite  

Quartz  

Schorl  

Silver 

Thaumasite  

Titanite

 

https://www.mindat.org/min-18.html
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ITEMS WANTED/FOR SALE 

 

For Sale – Virginia Unakite slabs (approx ¼ 

inch thick) – $0.50 per square inch (this is half 

off regular price).   Call Dave (240) 427-7062 

 

   

The Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club 

Meetings take place on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 

7:00pm 

Held at the OLD WALDORF SCHOOL 

Next to the Waldorf JayCees Hall 

3074 Crain Highway, Waldorf, MD 20601 

North of the RT 301 / RT 5 intersection 

We’re on the web:     SMRMC.ORG 
 

SMRMC OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT 
Tim Smith 

 

Programs / Vice President  Membership / Vice President 
Jill Lee      Carole Raucheisen & Paul  

       Holden 
Secretary     Webmaster 
Teresa Jones     Bob Davidson 
 
Field Trip Chairman    Treasurer 
David Lines     Greta G 
 

Rock Talk Editor   FACEBOOK Coordinator 
Rich Simcsak    Kurt Knower 
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