Trip to a Quarry on 7-13-2024 by Dave Lines
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Enroute to the quarry we saw a weird sight in the early morning sky which it looked like 2 large spotlights
shining up into the clouds. Closer examination showed that it was sun rays coming that ended in 2 short
sections of bright rainbows. But soon it began to get misty. Ah ha — the mist was the source of the
diffraction which caused the weird pattern in the sky. Then it began to rain — and it rained hard. But good
fortune and the Lord was with us because the rain stopped just before we reached the quarry, and the
temperature remained comfortable the rest of the morning. A super improvement over our recent hot
weather.

Ten (10) us (Dave, Rich, Renee, Ralph G., Nikki, John W., Tim and Lorna S., Greta, and Kate) met at the
quarry a little before 8:00 am on Saturday July 13 to do some mineral collecting. Our host John Yeatman
was an excellent quarry representative. He had a good safety brief and outlined the precautions --- stay well
away from all high walls and on the safe side of all berms. He let us know where we would be going during



the morning. He was very personable and knowledgeable about this quarry as well as other plants in the
company. He led us to several locations in this plant to search for mineral specimens.

We followed him in our small caravan of vehicles down the haul road into the quarry to our first stop where
we again were briefed on where we could go and not go. Then we followed him on foot with our collecting
tools onto a very wide bench which was surrounded by berms. We searched carefully both on the quarry
floor and the berms. We looked for anything that was a different color other than the normal gray rock they
had mined. The plant cover of weeds was mostly dead and had dropped their leaves due to the drought, so it
was easy looking. The berms contained the best specimens --- and if we looked very slowly, we could find a
whole array of minerals.




We spent about 90 minutes at our first stop. Then we caravanned to the very bottom of Pit #1. The pit was
enormous and deep, with impressive benches on the east wall. We all found a few specimens, but not as
many as our first location.



After about 30 minutes here, we started out of the quarry and stopped for about 15 minutes where we had

first parked. Interestingly, we found several excellent specimens in the berms here including one with
chalcopyrite on magnetite.




Then we headed in our vehicles to our 4" location — Pit #2. Basically, it was grown up with vegetation and
barren of specimens except for some massive calcite on rock that had been brought from another quarry.




Our final stop was about 30 minutes up top past the scale house. It should be noted that they are no longer
actively mining at this quarry, but the good news is that they still bring in rock from other quarries. This
material is in many sizes and was easily accessible to us. Some in piles, some in berms, and some in large
temporary heaps. Trouble is, we did not know where this material originated. Our quarry rep was very
knowledgeable and told us where the different piles were from ---— but I for one did not write down each
location.

Therefore, I spent my final time in the quarry searching the berms (which were from this quarry) around the
edges of our final location. I found several larger pieces containing prehnite, so I could say I had found
some, but these were mostly “yard rock” for the flower bed border. Yes, I could (and may) cut some to
make some prehnite cabs.



Overall, there were some specimens that we did not know the names of, but we did find some prehnite,
calcite, very small pectolite, chalcopyrite, and magnetite. One sharp eyed lady (Nikki) found a small white
specimen of (?) with a tiny metallic square of what looked like galena (lead sulfide) on the surface.

Renee took a lot of great photos that documented our field trip very well.

Thanks again to Rennee and the Quarry Manager who set up this trip. It was fun and everyone had a good
experience.



