ROCK TALK MAY 2024

28 MAY 2024 at 1900 (7 PM)
Meeting at OLD WALDORF SCHOOL
(next to the Waldorf JayCees Hall)
North of the RT 301 / RT 5 Intersection

MAY PROGRAM

" Minerals of Peru by Maria "

Promises to be an interesting
program with mineral examples of what can
be found in one of the South America's
beautiful country of Peru.

IN THIS EDITION

The Purple Crystal Pickers
SMRMC Show Progress
Word Search

SMRMC 2023 MINUTES
Old Waldorf School, Waldorf, MD
April 23, 2024
April Minutes submitted by Susan
Knower. Meeting was called to order at 7:05
pm by Tim.

VISITORS/NEW MEMBERS: 20 Members in
attendance. Visitors: 2 visitors who came
with Gary.

MEMBERSHIP: VP of Membership duties
have transitioned to Carol and Paul.

FACEBOOK: Posts/members: 576

WEBSITE: No report. SMRMC.ORG

NEWSLETTER: Rich is compiling a book of all
the word searches he has created over the
years.

SECRETARY: March Minutes were approved.
Corrections: none

TREASURER: Greta was not present so no
report

PROGRAMS: Tonight's program will be
Fluorescence Minerals by Gary.

Next meeting: Maria — Minerals of
Peru

Refreshments will be provided by
Teresa and Alton.

Still have a few openings for programs
and refreshments, please see lill.

FIELD TRIP REPORT Dave announced two (2)
trips in the upcoming months. 11 May will be
a trip to National Limestone Quarry in
Middleburg, PA. Also a trip to US SILICA on 1
June. This trip will only have 12 participants
as per requested by the site manager.
Examples of the material to be found at each
site was displayed by Dave. Currently a trip
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to Quarryville, PA for Amethyst is scheduled
for 27 April (trip report in this issue) with
John as the Trip Leader. This will be with
multiple other clubs on this trip

Dave showed a few of the rocks he
collected on recent trip to Odessa, DE and
the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal.
Petrified wood and Belenmites were the
respective finds at each location.

OLD BUSINESS ROCK SHOW - Kenny
reported that he hasn’t been able to work on
much for this in the past month but has a list
to circulate for some of the tasks. Sue asked
if the tables had been rented as discussed
last month. Kenny confirmed with Greta
after the meeting that they had. Kenny
suggested a conf call next Tuesday April 30 at
7pm for those who volunteered.

No other old business discussed
NEW BUSINESS:
No new business discussed

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further
business, a motion was made by Dave and
seconded by Sue to adjourn the business
meeting. Motion passed and we were
adjourned at 7:42 PM.

After the door prize drawing (thanks,
Dave) and a brief break, Program title and
highlights: Fluorescent Rocks presented by
Gary Lohman.

Thanks to Trisha Young for providing
tonight’s refreshments.

MAY 2024

FACEBOOK Page Is Growing!!
Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club

Kurt is maintaing our ever growing
FACEBOOK Page and is looking for pictures of
the club members collections and description
of where those items were collected. This
social media effort is helping share what this
club is doing and can help it expand even
further.

If you are not "FACEBOOK Friendly" or
"Computer Savy", Kurt is happy to assist you
in navigating these "internet waters" safely
to share your stories.

ODDS AND ENDS

EDITORS NOTE: | may forward an email
from ROCKCHASING.COM if the article(s) are
worthy for sharing with the club members.
IF anyone gets to their "FULL POINT" with
too much information - PLEASE tell me and |
will stop it's dissemination to those
members not wanting the email.

Scientists GROW diamonds in just 150
minutes that could cost $2,000 less than the
real thing ... Can YOU spot the difference
between lab-made and natural gems?

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/arti
cle-13350507/scientists-grow-lab-
diamonds.html
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IN THE MAY 2024 ROCK TALK:
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SOMD Rock Show Chairman’s Note 10
Word Search 11
SMRMC Staff 12
Items Wanted/For Sale 12
2024 PROGRAMS/REFRESHMENTS SCHEDULE
MONTH PROGRAM REFRESHMENTS
28 MAY 2024 Minerals of Peru by Maria Teresa and Alton
25 JUN 2024 Maryland Geologic Provinces by Diane Kenny S.
23 JUL 2024 TBD Kurt and Sue
27 AUG 2024 CLUB AUCTION POT LUCK
24 SEP 2024 TBD Jill
22 OCT 2024 TBD Polly, Al, & Carole
26 NOV 2024 TBD TBD
TBA DEC 2024 HOLIDAY PARTY POT LUCK

Program Volunteers, Dates TBD:
1. Kenny Jameson — Local Rocks and Minerals, ie.e Patuxent River Stones

2. Kenny Sams — Opals

3. 4. Jill Lee — Summer Astronomy
Dates are tentative. Changes are possible due to a multitude of reasons that are always beyond our control.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MAY 24-26, 2024—SALEM, VIRGINIA: Annual
show; Salem Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show;
Salem Civic Center, 1001 Roanoke Blvd; Fri. 10-
6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-4; 18 and older: $8, 11-17:
$2, 10 and under: Free; Featuring the finest
Gems, Minerals, Jewelry, Fossils, Meteorites
and Beads from Around The World; contact
Alan Koch; Email: agmjs3@gmail.com; Website:
www.americangemshow.com

JUNE 01, 2024 COLFAX, NC - 11th Annual
Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show - Hours: 9:00
- 5:00, Venue: Piedmont Triad Farmers
Market, Address: 2914 Sandy Ridge Rd,
Piedmont Triad Farmers Market, Colfax, NC
27325 Website: https://www.ggmc-
rockhounds.com/

JUNE 1, 2024 —MACUNGIE,
PENNSYLVANIA: Annual show;
Pennsylvania Earth Sciences Association
(PESA); Macungie Memorial Park, 50 Poplar
St; Sat. 8:30-3; Free; Fossils, gems, and
minerals from six continents and outer
space on over 100 tables indoors and out
featuring a fluorescent mineral room and

other goodies; contact Mandy Apgar; Email:

pesanewsletter@yahoo.com Website:
http://www.facebook.com/Pennsylvania-
Earth-Sciences-Association-PESA-
mineralfest-and-clubs-1555170821375067

JUNE 07-09, 2024 RALEIGH, NC ;Hours:
Fri: Noon-6pm Sat: 10am-6pm Sun: 10am-
5pm Venue: NC State Fairgrounds, Kerr
Scott Bldg Address: 4285 Trinity Road, NC
State Fairgrounds, Kerr Scott Bldg Raleigh,
NC 27606

Website:
https://jewelpassageshows.com/home

JUNE 8-9, 2024 - WEST FRIENDSHIP, MD
Retail & Wholesale Vendors with Wholesale
Only Trade area. Hourly Door Prizes and
Grand Prize Drawing. $6 Admission
Children under 12 Free. Howard County
Fairgrounds, 2210 Fairgrounds Road, West
Friendship, MD 21794. The Gem Miner's
Spring Show is an exhibition of beads, fine
jewelry, gems, minerals, fossils, gift and
craft items. New Wholesale section. Hourly
and grand door prizes. Inits 3rd year. Free
and handicapped parking; contact Teresa
Schwab, (301) 807-9745; Email:
eventcoordinator@gem-show.com
www.gem-show.com.. Website will have
updates. 301-807-9745

, Summer MAGMA Land of Sky
! Gem Show

June 21 - 23, 2024
Land of the Sky Event Venue
39 Spring Cove Rd - Swannanoa, NC

JULY 12-14, 2024—RALEIGH, NORTH
CAROLINA: Retail show; Treasures of the
Earth, Inc; North Carolina State Fairgrounds,
4285 Trinity Rd; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-
5; Adults S8, sixteen and under free; There
will be jewelry of all types, custom faceted-
gemstones, beads, crystals, minerals, and
fossils. A wire-wrapper will be present to
design jewelry and wrap stones on site;
contact Ellen White, (804) 642-2011; Email:
Ellen.White@TreasuresOfTheEarth.com;

AUGUST 02-04, 2024 VIRGINIA BEACH, VA
Treasures of the Earth - Hours: Fri Noon-
6:00 Sat/Sun 10:00-5:00 Venue: Virginia
Beach Convention Center Address: 1000
19th St., Virginia Beach Convention Center,
Virginia Beach, VA Website:
http://treasuresoftheearth.com/
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AUGUST 16-18, 2024 LEBANON, PA Gem
Miner's Jubilee Gem & Jewelry Show;
Hours: Fri/Sat 10:00-6:00 Sun 10:00-4:00,
Venue: Lebanon Valley Fairgrounds and
Expo; Address: 80 Rocherty Road, Lebanon
Valley Fairgrounds and Expo, Lebanon, PA
17042 Website: https://www.gem-
show.com/

Gem Miner's Jubilee
August 16 - 18, 2024

Lebanon Expo - Pennsylvania
Gem, Jewelry, Bead, Mineral, Fossil
And Craft Show

AUGUST 20-22, 2024 RICHMOND, VA
Treasures of the Earth - Hours: Fri Noon-
6:00 Sat/Sun 10:00-5:00 Venue: Richmond
Raceway Complex Address: 600 E
Laburnum Ave, Richmond Raceway
Complex, Richmond, VA 23222

Website:
http://www.treasuresoftheearth.com/
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/treasuresofeart
h Twitter:
https://twitter.com/gemsandjewelryl

AUGUST 24-25 2024 - CANTON, NY; St.
Lawrence Rock & Mineral Club’s 57th
Annual Show August 24th & 25th, Canton,
NY @ the Pavilion, 90 Lincoln St., Canton,
NY 13617 ADMISSION: $4.00 Adults, 12 and
under free Sat. 9-4:30 PM; Sunday 9-3:00
PM Friday the 23rd at dusk, there’s a free
fluorescent mineral hunt for kids, lights
provided. Contact William delorraine,
President: wdellie@gmail.com, 315-287-
2560 visit us @
www.stlawrencecountymineralclub.org

AUGUST 28-29, 2024 HARRISBURG, PA,
Central PA Rock, Mineral, Gem & Jewelry
Show - Hours: Sat 10:00 - 6:00 Sun 10:00 -
4:00, Venue: The Zembo Shrine
Auditorium, Address: 2801 N 3rd St, The
Zembo Shrine Auditorium, Harrisburg, PA
17110

Website: http://www.rockandmineral.org/

SEPTEMBER 28 - 29, 2024 HARRISBURG,
PA The Central Pennsylvania Rock and
Mineral Club’s 58th Annual Gem, Mineral
and Jewelry Show! Saturday, September
28,2024 10 AM — 6 PM Sunday, September
29, 2024 10 AM — 4 PM. NEW Location at
The Zembo Shrine Auditorium 2801 N. 3rd
Street, Harrisburg, PA 17110 Admission $6
PER PERSON (S5 with postcard or ad)
CHILDREN 12 & UNDER FREE. Free off-
street parking!
2Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club
58" Annual Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show

September 28 - 29, 2024
Sat. 10-6pm,Sun 10-4pm
Zembo Shrine Auditorium
New Location:

2801 N. Third St. Harrisburg, PA

Admission - $6 or $5 with this Postcard or Ad

Postcard valid for up to 4 admissions iy

Children12-and:underfree w/ payin‘g’agy-lm‘
o o

OCTOBER 04-06, 2024 VIRGINIA BEACH,
VA Hours: Fri Noon-6:00 Sat/Sun 10:00-
5:00 Venue: Virginia Beach Convention
Center Address: 1000 19th Sober Virginia
Beach Convention Center, Virginia Beach,
VA 23451

Website: http://treasuresoftheearth.com/
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OCTOBER 05, 2024 WALDORF, MD
Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club
28th Annual Rock, Mineral & Fossil Show.
9AM to 4 PM. Located at the Old Waldorf
School, 3074 Crain Highway, Waldorf, MD
20601. Adults $5.00, Seniors (65+)5$4.00,
Juniors (13-17) $3.00, Children (12 and
under) free with an Adult. Free Parking.
Free door prizes every 30 minutes. Over 45
tables. Perfect polished stones of every
description; rock slabs, uncut rocks,
crystals, fossils, handcrafted jewelry,
lapidary rocks, fluorescent tent with glow in
the dark rocks, spectacular mineral
specimens to suit all tastes and budgets.
Free rocks for every kid.

OCTOBER 18-20, 2024 HICKORY, NC
Catawba Valley Gem & Mineral Club Show
Hours: Fri/Sat 10:00-6:00 Sun 10:00-5:00
Venue: Hickory Metro Convention Center;
Address: 1960 13th Ave Dr S, Hickory Metro
Convention Center, Hickory, NC 28602
Website: http://cvgmc.com/

OCTOBER 19-20, 2024 SOUTH
CHARLESTON, WV- Kanawha Rock & Gem
Club presents their 50th Annual Jewelry,
Gems, Mineral & Fossil Show & Sale.
Located at South Charleston Community
Center 601 Jefferson Road, South
Charleston, WV, United States. Saturday
and Sunday, - 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Grand
Door Prizes $150.00 in Gift Certificates good
at next year's show and $75.00 in Gift
Certificates good at next year’s show with
additional Hourly Drawings Admission
$3.50 PER PERSON $2.00 with Coupon,
CHILDREN 12 & UNDER FREE. Free Parking

OCTOBER 19-20, 2024 MT BETHEL, PA;
Mount Bethel Gem Mineral & Fossil Show -
Hours: Sat 9:00-5:00 Sun 9:00-4:00; Venue:
Mount Bethel Fire Hall; Address: 2341 N
Delaware Dr. (AKA RT. 611) Mount Bethel
Fire Hall, Mt Bethel, PA 18343

Website:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701
857546267/?ref=share

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/574701
857546267/?ref=share

OCTOBER 26-27, 2024 — EAST ROCHESTER,
NY; Rochester Gem, Mineral, Jewelry and
Fossil Show. 10am-5pm Saturday, 10am to
5pm Sunday. Total Sports Experience. 435
West Commercial Street, East Rochester,
NY. Children’s activities, hourly drawings,
about 28 dealers.

NOVEMBER 15-17, 2024 LEBANON, PA
Gem Miner's Jubilee Gem & Jewelry Show;
Hours: Fri/Sat 10:00-6:00 Sun 11:00-4:00,
Venue: Lebanon Valley Fairgrounds and
Expo; Address: 80 Rocherty Road, Lebanon
Valley Fairgrounds and Expo, Lebanon, PA
17042 Website: https://www.gem-
show.com/

Winter Holiday Gift Show
November 15 - 17, 2024

Lebanon Expo & Fairgrounds
80 Rocherty Rd, Lebanon, PA 17042
Minerals - Beads - Fine Jewelry - Gifts - Fossils - Gifts
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The Purple Crystal Pickers
By Ralph Gamba

(Based on “The Purple People Eater” by
Sheb Wooley)
Well, | saw the email; it said amethyst
I knew it was a trip | didn’t want to miss
I pulled off the road and said “hurray"”
It looks like we’re picking purple crystals
today

We’re the sharp eyed strong handed
searching purple crystal pickers

Sharp eyed strong handed digging purple
crystal pickers

Sharp eyed strong handed searching purple
crystal pickers

On a Saturday.

Saturday April 27 was a cool and
cloudy day with a threat of rain, but that did
not stop Ann, Greg, Maria, Hugo, Bernie,
Mary. and Ralph G. of the Southern
Maryland Rock and Mineral Club from
venturing to Quarryville, Pennsylvania to
search for amethyst, smokey quartz,
feldspar and other minerals. We were
joined by other local clubs with
approximately 50 of us searching for
amethyst and other minerals.

Upon arrival, we met Ross, the
overall trip coordinator. Ross gave a brief
overview and showed us a sample of
amethyst that was found at the site and
basic ground rules for the site. We
provided Ross with the waiver forms and
donations and headed to the “middle field”
for collecting.

For this trip, we did surface
collecting. We could dig for the crystals,
but we needed to fill any holes we made.

The author made use of his
“gardening skills” by using a potato fork to
dig into the dirt to search for amethyst and
smoky quartz.

The purple crystal pickers picking in the
field.

Soon, a member of the central
Pennsylvania club found a nice amethyst
crystal point and allowed me to photograph
it.

Amethyst crystal point.
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The author soon found a smaller
point. Members of our club found two
beautiful clusters and an amethyst crystal.

4

Two samples found by a club member.

Amethyst cluster found by a club member.

This author found several small amethyst
crystals and two clusters along with some
smoky quartz points. He also found a small
milky quartz cluster and a shell.

/ I | \ TTTLIRIN \ DAY
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Milky quartz cluster (left) and two amethyst
clusters (center and right).

Smoky quartz and amethyst crystals and
points.

Ann found a wonderful array of
amethyst and smoky quartz and provided
pictures.

Cluster found b Ann.
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At about 11:45 AM we headed back
to our cars for the day. The farmer’s
children brought out a small wagon with
amethyst for sale for a small donation.

Ann summed it up best. “l just want
to say that this trip was a dream come true
for me. The farm was truly gorgeous and
riddled with tiny amethyst beauties just
about everywhere. | was hoping to find just
one sample of my purple passion as |
started the day. To my delight, | left with
three pockets full!”

3 V',-’;ki_n f ¥
pecimens found by Ann.

Quartz: Crystals Types and Colors By Geologyin.com
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SOMD Rock Show Chairman’s Note

| am happy to report that planning and preparing for the 28th SOMD Rock, Mineral and
Fossil Show is now in full force! The Show Committee met on April 30th. It was an extremely
productive and encouraging meeting. | want to thank everyone in attendance. The Show
Committee is made up of SMRMC Members, many of whom are past and current vendors of
the show, and combined have years of experience with this club and participating in other rock
shows. So, there's a shared common interest in promoting the Club and a vested interest in
making this Show a success for all. Because of this, and taking advantage of the foundation that
Dave Lines has created, the future of the SOMD Rock, Mineral and Fossil Show is in good hands
and sure to be a success for years to come.

So the emails, phone calls, and notifications are going out in full force. The Old Waldorf
School and tables have been secured. While my health over the coming weeks and months
may keep me from participating in the field trips, and hiking 5 miles straight up a mountain, |
will almost always be available for questions and emails. If | am indisposed for a moment, there
will always be someone from the Committee available to help. | am honored to be a part of
facilitating this Rock Show. This is truly a Club effort.

“Everybody loves rocks!”
Kenny Jameson

Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club's
28th Annual

Rock, Mineral & Fossil Show
October 5, 2024
9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Old Waldorf School
3074 Crain Highway, Waldorf, Md. 20601
(On the access road near Checkers - next to Jaycee's Hall)

This Rock Show is indoors, so come rain or shine!
Adults $5.00, Seniors (65+)$4.00,
Juniors (13-17) $3.00, Children (12 and under) free with an Adult

FREE PARKING * FREE DOOR PRIZES EVERY 30 MINUTES
OVER 45 TABLES * PERFECT POLISHED STONES OF EVERY DESCRIPTION
ROCK SLABS * UNCUT ROCKS *CRYSTALS * FOSSILS * HANDCRAFTED JEWELRY * LAPIDARY
ROCKS * FLUORESCENT TENT WITH GLOW IN THE DARK ROCKS * SPECTACULAR MINERAL
SPECIMENS TO SUIT ALL TASTES AND BUDGETS
*FREE ROCKS FOR EVERY KID*
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MINERALS THAT CAN BE FOUND IN TENNESSEE
By Rich Simcsak
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These are just a few of the geological wonders that can be found in Tennessee.

AGATE
AMBER
AZURITE
BAUXITE
CALAMINE
CALCITE
CELESTITE
CHALCEDONY
CHERT
DOLOMITE
FLINT

FLOURITE
GARNET
GEOTHITE
GRAPHITE

GOLD

IRON (MINERALS)
LEAD (MINERALS)
LIMESTONE
LIMONITE
MARCASITE
NICKEL (MINERALS)
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PYRITE
PYROLUSITE
QUARTZ
RIVER PEARL
SPHALERITE
SMITHSONITE
UNAKITE

ZINC (MINERALS)
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The Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club

Meetings take place on the 4™ Tuesday of each month at
7:00pm

Held at the OLD WALDORF SCHOOL
Next to the Waldorf JayCees Hall

3074 Crain Highway, Waldorf, MD 20601

North of the RT 301 / RT 5 intersection

We’re on the web: SMRMC.ORG

SMRMC OFFICERS

PRESIDENT

Tim Smith
Programs / Vice President Membership / Vice President
Jill Lee Carole Raucheisen & Paul

Holden

Secretary Webmaster
Teresa Jones Bob Davidson
Field Trip Chairman Treasurer
David Lines Greta G
Rock Talk Editor FACEBOOK Coordinator
Rich Simcsak Kurt Knower

ITEMS WANTED/FOR SALE

For Sale — Virginia Unakite slabs (approx %
inch thick) — S0.50 per square inch (this is half
off regular price). Call Dave (240) 427-7062
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