ROCK TALK SEPTEMBER 2025

23 SEPTEMBER 2025 at 1900 (7:00 PM)
Meeting at OLD WALDORF SCHOOL
(next to the Waldorf JayCees Hall)
North of the RT 301 / RT 5 Intersection

SEPTEMBER PROGRAM

Mammal Fossils in Montana -
Dale Greenwalt

This month has an outstanding repeat
speaker - Dale Greenwalt. His educational
brief will discuss Mammal Fossils in Montana.

Other Topics during the Business
Meeting - Elections, Show Final Preps,
Thanksgiving Meeting date, Xmas Party date
and our Meeting Home. Please be ready for
a "short" discussion to allow our speaker to
have sufficient time for his presentation.

IN THIS EDITION

National Limestone Trip
Contrary Creek Trip
Calvert Marine Museum Speakers
Charles County Fair Results
SMRMC Show Flyer
Atlantic Coast Gem, Mineral, Jewelry, and
Fossil Show Flyer
ULTRAVIOLATION Show
Purple Mineral Word Search

SMRMC MINUTES

Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral
Club 26 August 2025 Meeting Minutes

Submitted by Sue Knower.

The meeting was called to order by
President Tim at 7:02 pm.

The short business meeting at 6:08
PM was called to order by President Tim
Smith. Minutes were approved as published
in the recent newsletter. Approximately 23
members were in attendance; two (2)
visitors: Morgan and James Jacobs. Most
regular business was suspended to provide
more time for the auction process.

FIELD TRIP REPORT

Dave Lines reported that recent past
field trips included National Limestone
Quarries- Middleburg and Mount Pleasant
Mills, PA on July 26 have 15 attendees.
Calcite, celestite, strontianite, fluorite, cave
onyx, and fossil shells were collected.
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On August 23, a trip to Contrary Creek Gary Lohman informed the club that
near Mineral, VA from 8 am to 12 noon was fluorescent lights for minerals are very
attended by 6 members to collect garnets, expensive and will most likely become more
gold, magnetite and actinolite was collected. expensive in the near future due to tariffs.

He has some available so please see him if
interested in purchasing one before the price
September 27 to Kyanite Mining goes up.
Corporation, Willis Mountain Mine in Dillwyn,
Virginia to look for kyanite xlIs (blue, white or ADJOURNMENT OF BUSINESS MEETING:
gray), irisdescent hematite, UV reactive
massive kyanite, pyrite, quartz, rutile and 29 There being no further business to discuss,
various. Associated minerals. the meeting was adjourned after which time
members were invited to briefly peruse the
rock specimens available. The auction began
by auctioning the items members donated
from which proceeds go into the club
treasury,folowed by member s’
Five specimens from each seller were first
auctioned and then started over with unsold

Upcoming Field Trips

October 5-13 at Mount Ida, Arizona.
Dig quartz crystals for 5 days — plus 4 days
dri8ving to and from. Stay at Airbnbs. Each
person is responsible for their own expenses,
but group(s) can share housing, driving, food,
etc. Dig at 4 different quartz crystal mines
over a 5-day period: Twin Creeks (2 days), )
Wegner's Bl ue Phantonl{cenﬁﬁne, Ron Col emean
mine in Jessieville and Fischer Mountain
(Avant Mining). Plus, there is a rock and
mineral show on 10/11/12 at the fairgounds
in Mount Ida. 18 people have signed up and

Ralph Gamba and Rich Simcsak did an
excellent job as auctioneers for the event, as
did the recorders (Jill Lee and Diane
Etherton) and "accountants" (Kurt and Sue

confirmed. Knower) At the conclusion of the auction
November 29, Tentative until an (approx 8:00 pm), the accountants tallied
official invite is received from the Calvert members ’ p u r ThehRackSaosv .
Marine Museum Fossil Club. Petrified wood concluded at approximately 8:15 pm after
trip to Odessa, Delaware. which members happily took their rocks and

the sellers packed up their specimens.
OLD BUSINESS

Kenny reported on the upcoming Rock
Show on Oct. 4. He will email members

information about the show again. Same EDITORSNOTEAI of these sites the club is
general assignments as last year. However, planning to travel to have been visited before
he needs help with signage for the event. and are WELL documented as FIELD TRIPS on
Flyers were available for members to take our web page SMRMC.ORGBy doing some
and distribute and of course will be put in "read-ahead", one can get a better
public places. description of what is ahead to collect and

the terrain that will be encountered.
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2025 Programs / Refreshments

Volunteers and topics are desperately
needed to expand all members knowledge in
various related topics. Having outside
speakers is a great addition to our meetings,
so if anyone knows someone that would
speak on a relatable topic - PLEASE contact
Jill. She will appreciate ANY and ALL leads.
Always, members speaking on their
adventures/knowledge is ALWAYS
enlightening to the members and visitors.

Refreshment volunteers are usually
easier for many to accomplish. But Jill still
needs to fill the calendar quickly to ensure
the meeting attendees stomachs do not
growl during the programs.

Please contact Jill with any assistance
you desire to extend!

CLUB ELECTIONS in the NEAR FUTURE

The club will be having elections for
all club positions in the upcoming months.
Many of the "OlId Salts" have filled multiple
positions to keep the quality of the events
and information flowing well throughout the
years. We have been able to increase the
club's attendance and it's visibility in the
Rockhounding world. But some of the "Old
Salts" need a break (hint, hint) and are willing
to assist the newer members that desire to
take on one of the many Club's positions
bringing in new ideas and ways forward to
further educate all interested in our club.
PLEASE contact Tim, our outgoing President,
as to your desires and how you may
contribute to the club.

SEPTEMBER 2025

Saturday, October 25, 2025 at 9 AM - 4 PM

ULTRAVIOLATION 2025

Public - Event by ULTRAVIOLATION

% Interested @ Going

Q 840 Trenton Rd, Fairless Hills, PA,
United States, Pennsylvania 19030

840 Trenton Rd, Fairless Hills, PA 19030-2502,
United States

10 going - 23 interested

Lo

& Public - Anyone on or off Facebook

[ O <
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IN THE SEPTEMBER 2025 ROCK TALK:

TOPICS PAGE
Minutes 1
Table of Contents 4
Programs / Refreshments 4
Calendar of Events / Odds and Ends 5
News Stories with Possible Interest 5
Charles County Fair Results 11
National Limestone Trip 13
Contrary Creek Trip 16
Calvert Marine Museum Fossil Club Sponsored Upcoming Lectures 19
SMRMC Show Flyer 20
Atlantic Coast Gem, Mineral, Jewelry and Fossil Show Flyer 21
Purple Gem and Mineral Word Search 22
SMRMC Staff 23
Items Wanted/For Sale 23
2025 PROGRAMS/REFRESHMENTS SCHEDULE
MONTH PROGRAM REFRESHMENTS
23 SEP 2025 Mammal Fossils in Montana - Dale Greenwalt Tim
28 OCT 2025 Finds from Pulsifer Quarry in Maine - Bob Farrar Carole, Paul, Polly
25 NOV 2025 TBA (Possible Tim Smith Special) Diane
23 DEC 2025 HOLIDAY PARTY POT LUCK

For Best information on forecasted Tide Levels
from Dave Lines
Recommend you keep checking the “water | ev
https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/stationhome.html?id=8577330 so you can choose the best
location to look for fossils. The water levels at Solomons Island will be similar to the those on
the Bay. Purse/Potomac River is 4 hours later. Good hunting.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS/
ODDS AND ENDS

SEPTEMBER 19-21 - FISHERVILLE, VA -
Shenandoah Valley Gem & Mineral Show.
Shenandoah Valley Rock Club. The Augusta
Expo; 277 Expo Road, Fisherville, VA 22939
Fri 2:00 - 6:00; Sat 10:00 - 6:00; Sun 11:00 -
5:00. Website:
http://www.shenandoahvalleyrockclub.org/

SEPTEMBER 20-21 - FRANKLIN, NJ - Franklin
Mineral Museum Gem & Mineral Show.
Franklin Fire Department Event Hall; 137
Buckwheat Road, Franklin, NJ 07416. Sat
10:00 - 5:00; Sun 10:00 - 4:00. Website:
https://franklinmineralmuseum.com

SEPTEMBER 27 -28 - WEST FRIENDSHIP,
MD. Gem Cutters Guild of Baltimore. The
Atlantic Coast 60th Annual Gem, Mineral,
Jewelry and Fossil Show. Howard County
Fairgrounds, West Friendship, MD.
Saturday 10 AM to 6 PM and Sunday 10 AM
to 5 PM. (Flyer is in this edition of the ROCK
TALK)

OCTOBER 4 - WALDORF, MD - Show and
Sale. Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral
Club. Southern Maryland Rock, Mineral,
and Fossil Show. 3074 Crain Highway (RT
301) Old Waldorf School, (next to the
Jaycees Hall) Waldorf, MD. 9AM to 4PM.
Adults, $3; Children 12 and under FREE with
Adult. Visit SMRMC.ORG for a $1 Off
Coupon. Door Prizes. Over 45 tables of
Rocks, Crystals, Fossils, Handcrafted
Jewelry, Lapidary, Minerals, Displays and a
Fluorescent Tent. Questions: Contact
Kenny Jameson through the Website:
SMRMC.ORG. (Flyer is in this edition of the
ROCK TALK)

OCTOBER 25 - FAIRLESS HILLS, PA
ULTRAVIOLATION, sponsored by the
Franklin-Ogdensburg Mineralogical Society.
Held at 840 Trenton Road, Fairless Hills, PA
19030-2502 Saturday 25 October 25 from 9
AM to 4 PM. UV lighting and Natural
Lighting will be switched to show the
minerals glowing colors.

NOVEMBER 28 - 30 - ROANOKE, VA.
Roanoke Valley Mineral & Gem Society
Show. Roanoke Valley Mineral & Gem
Society. Salem Civic Center; 1001 Roanoke
Boulevard, Salem, VA 24153. Fri-2:00 -
6:00; Sat - 10:00 - 6:00; Sun - 11:00 - 4:00
Website: https://www.rvmgs.org/

NEWS STORIES WITH POSSIBLE
INTEREST

Ancient explosion in Louisiana 'proves’ lost
advanced civilization was wiped out 12,800
years ago
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/a

rticle-14982415/explosion-Louisiana-

proves-lost-advanced-civilization.html

New Fossil Shows T. Rex Ancestors
Migrated Across the Prehistoric World
https://www.wsj.com/science/biology/tyra

nnosaurs-ancestor-mongolia-khankhuuluu-

mongoliensis-6859bae5

New study explains how a hot blob of rock
came to sit under New Hampshire
https://www.cnn.com/2025/08/08/science/

new-hampshire-hot-blob-anomaly
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This 'sea monster' rivaled the T. Rex: Its
fossilized skull is a world-first discovery
https://institut-gouvernance.org/news/this-
sea-monster-rivaled-t-rex-its-fossilized-
skull-is-world-first-discovery/

Ancient Fossil Discovery Solves 500-
Million-Year-h f R G { |j dzA R €
https://scitechdaily.com/ancient-fossil-
discovery-solves-500-million-year-old-
squid-mystery/

Fossils reveal new reptile species in the
Petrified Forest

https://ktar.com/arizona-news/fossils-
petrified-forest-az/5735696/

Scientists Unveil Secrets of Extraordinary
300-Million-Year-Old Fossil Site in lllinois
https://scitechdaily.com/scientists-unveil-
secrets-of-extraordinary-300-million-year-
old-fossil-site-in-illinois/

Oldest known docodontan fossil found in
Greenland narrows the evolutionary gap

https://phys.org/news/2025-08-oldest-
docodontan-fossil-greenland-narrows.html

Louisiana fossils reveal mosasaur life
before dinosaur-killing asteroid impact
https://phys.org/news/2025-08-louisiana-
fossils-reveal-mosasaur-life.html

Scientists Unearth 247-Million-Year-Old
W2 2y RSND C2aaAht
Before
https://scitechdaily.com/scientists-unearth-
247-million-year-old-wonder-fossil-unlike-
anything-seen-before/

P Y AT

Coastal North Carolina's fossil record
reveals giant 'hell pigs'
https://coastalreview.org/2025/08/coastal-
north-carolinas-fossil-record-reveals-giant-

hell-pigs/

New Fossils from Tanzania and Zambia

a & & (iShed Light on End-Permian Mass Extinction

https://www.sci.news/paleontology/tanzan
ia-zambia-fossils-end-permian-mass-
extinction-14128.html

New Bird-Like Dinosaur from Mongolia
Had Extremely Robust Hands

https://www.sci.news/paleontology/shri-
rapax-14130.html

Scientists uncover new fossilsT and a new
species of ancient human ancestor
https://phys.org/news/2025-08-scientists-
uncover-fossils-species-ancient.html

Dinosaur teeth reveal Jurassic CO2 levels
and climate conditions
https://www.earth.com/news/dinosaur-
teeth-reveal-co2-levels-and-climate-
conditions-in-the-jurassic-period/

Fossil find in Syria: Unknown sea turtle
discovered
https://phys.org/news/2025-08-fossil-syria-
unknown-sea-turtle.html#

Fossils Reveal Ancient Seas Beneath lllinois
Bitpst/Avéatihef. dory/ Eienfe Sriviyonment/
news/2025-08-25-fossils-illinois-tropical-
swamps-seas
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Brazilian Scientists Solve 50-Year-Old Fossil
Enigma With Discovery of New Plant
Genus

https://scitechdaily.com/brazilian-
scientists-solve-50-year-old-fossil-enigma-
with-discovery-of-new-plant-genus/

Scientists Reveal One of the Most
Complete Giant Dinosaur Skeletons Ever
Found

https://dailygalaxy.com/2025/09/massive-
dinosaur-fossil-found-in-texas/

Early Stone Age toolmakers were picky
about which rocks they used
https://apnews.com/article/stone-age-
human-ancestors-tools-
5f48a55af395a2a90c542efdb82dd396

Resolution Copper Mine Inches Closer as
Trump Backs Arizona Project
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/feature

s/2025-08-08/resolution-copper-mine-
inches-closer-as-trump-backs-arizona-
project

' N} yAdzy O2YLI yé NB
first fast-tracked mining permits
https://wyofile.com/uranium-company-
receives-wyomings-first-fast-tracked-
mining-permits/

As critical minerals mine nears approval in
I NAT 2yl 2 NB&AARSY(aA
affecting area water

https://www.tucsonsentinel.com/local/rep
ort/081225 south32 water/

An Entirely New Mineral May Have Been
Found On Mars, Solving 20-Year-Old
Mystery
https://www.iflscience.com/an-entirely-
new-mineral-may-have-been-found-on-
mars-solving-20-year-old-mystery-80391

Scientists Found Air Trapped Inside A Rock
For 815 Million Years And Set It Free
https://www.iflscience.com/scientists-
found-air-trapped-inside-a-rock-for-815-
million-years-and-set-it-free-80395

US proposes nearly $1 billion in funds for
critical minerals, materials
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/
us-proposes-nearly-1-billion-funds-critical-
minerals-materials-2025-08-13/

3,000,000,000 pounds per year T First new
US mine in a decade targets China
https://www.ecoportal.net/en/new-us-
mine-in-a-decade-targets-china/11577/

"Superhard" Hexagonal Diamonds Found
In Meteorites Produced In Bulk For The
First Time’ € 2 YA Y 3 Qa
https://www.iflscience.com/superhard-
hexagonal-diamonds-found-in-meteorites-
produced-in-bulk-for-the-first-time-80392

Woman unearths 2.3-carat diamond for
engagement ring in Arkansgs Pavrk

TS https://apple.news/A2zmC8RVrRuStcr0659

RPug

A ranking of the most valuable gemstones
in the world
https://workandmoney.com/s/gemstones-
ranked-by-value/
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De Beers announces kimberlite field
discovery in Angola
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/de-
beers-announces-kimberlite-field-discovery-
angola-2025-08-12/

Geologists have discovered a lithium
deposit worth $1.5 trillion in the United
States, in an unlikely location.
https://evidencenetwork.ca/geologists-
have-discovered-a-lithium-deposit-worth-1-
5-trillion-in-the-united-states-in-an-unlikely-

location/

Mars rock found in Niger sells for millions
in New York - now the country wants
answers
https://apple.news/A30NI21TdSLCbM7Gh
WwZZw

Rock & Gem Minerals 101
https://www.rockngem.com/flipbook/R&
G-Minerals-101-2025/? fl id=479895ce-
2¢c89-4cdd-ba43-
afcf7d3a70d6&utm_campaign=RnG_Miner
als_Ebook August_2025&em=c2Fkc2FjazU
2QG1zhi5jb20-

36,500 tons buried for a century T This

P d{d aldlriS K2f Ra GKS

https://www.eldiario24.com/en/century-
old-burial-shapes-world-future/19867/

Exploration project discovers 20 metric
tons of gold deposits
https://www.earth.com/news/mineral-
exploration-project-discovers-20-metric-
tons-of-gold-deposits-odisha-india/

How to Extract Gold From E-Waste Using
Old Milk
https://greekreporter.com/2025/08/25/ext
ract-gold-e-waste-old-milk/

Boot of Cortez: The Largest Gold Nugget
Ever Discovered
https://greekreporter.com/2025/08/24/bo
ot-of-cortez-largest-gold-nuggets-

discovered/

High-grade gold discovered in northern
South America
https://www.earth.com/news/high-grade-
gold-deposit-discovered-in-northern-south-

america/

New silver and gold deposits shown to be
extraordinarily high grade
https://www.earth.com/news/new-silver-
and-gold-discovery-morena-confirmed-to-
be-extraordinarily-high-grade-deposits/

Mexican Cave Stalagmites Suggest
Droughts Helped Fuel Maya Collapse
https://archaeology.org/news/2025/08/18/
mexican-cave-stalagmites-suggest-
droughts-helped-fuel-maya-collapse/

This country just discovered 19 tons of gold
R § T UZU UZIND

and rare earths
https://www.earth.com/news/this-country-
just-discovered-19-tons-of-gold-rare-earths-

kazakhstan/

High-grade copper discovered in a
promising new mineralized zone
https://www.earth.com/news/high-grade-
copper-discovered-in-a-promising-new-
mineralized-zone/
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China discovers new lithium deposit
containing 1.3 million tons
https://www.earth.com/news/china-
announces-lithium-deposit-discovery-
containing-more-than-1-3-million-tons/
Over 100 tons of gold discovered in a once-
hidden mine
https://www.earth.com/news/over-100-
tons-of-gold-discovered-in-a-once-hidden-
mine-doropo-ivory-coast/

Incredible Hoard of 51 Native American
Blades Discovered in Missouri Soybean
Field
https://www.agweb.com/news/business/fa
rmland/incredible-hoard-51-native-
american-blades-discovered-missouri-

soybean-fie

1.1-million-year-old mammoth discovered
in Siberian wilderness. What scientists find
in its DNA has got them excited
https://www.discoverwildlife.com/prehisto
ric-life/oldest-host-associated-bacterial-
dna-found-in-mammoth

Most Detailed Geologic Map Of The US To

Date Lets You ExploNE / 2 dzy (i NB Q&
History
https://www.iflscience.com/most-detailed-
geologic-map-of-the-us-to-date-lets-you-
explore-countrys-ancient-history-80628

GIA's Tom Moses Examines the World's
Second-largest Diamond

https://wwd.com/business-
news/retail/gias-tom-moses-examines-the-
worlds-second-largest-diamond-

1238065790/

SEPTEMBER 2025

At Crater of Diamonds State Park, visitors
are welcome to look for beautiful minerals
T including precious ones
https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/20
25/aug/30/at-crater-of-diamonds-state-
park-visitors-are/

Chinese scientists have uncovered a
deposit of 1 million tons of thorium,
estimated to be worth $178 billion
https://istudentpro.com/chinese-scientists-
have-uncovered-a-deposit-of-1-million-
tons-of-thorium-estimated-to-be-worth-
178-billion-60405/

Goodbye to gold and platinumt this little-
known gem costs hundreds of dollars per
carat and is only found in Sri Lanka
https://istudentpro.com/goodbye-to-gold-
and-platinum-this-little-known-gem-costs-
hundreds-of-dollars-per-carat-and-is-only-
found-in-sri-lanka-60816/

CKSNBQa + ySg K2t S
Yellowstone National Park
https://apple.news/A9R25iys9R7uoU9xY0e
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Family fishing trip uncovers rare 32-
million-year-old turtle fossil in Alabama
https://abc3340.com/news/local/family-
fishing-trip-uncovers-rare-32-million-year-
old-turtle-fossil-in-alabama-mobile

Out & About: Mining Sapphires in Rock
Creek Montana
https://nationaljeweler.com/articles/14264
-out-about-mining-sapphires-in-rock-creek-
montana
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Worth Hundreds Per Carat Rivals Gold and
Platinum

https://www.conradleadership.org/sri-
lankas-rare-gem-little-known-stone/

Daylight Saving Time: Clocks Set to Fall
Back Sooner This Year
https://meigsindypress.com/2025/09/11/d
avylight-saving-time-clocks-set-to-fall-back-
sooner-this-year/

The U.S. Is Sitting on a Goldmine of Critical
Minerals 0 dzi ¢ KS& QNB
https://scitechdaily.com/the-u-s-is-sitting-
on-a-goldmine-of-critical-minerals-but-
theyre-being-thrown-away/

Meet Zangenite: A brand-new crystal
structure, unlike anything seen before
https://www.thebrighterside.news/post/m
eet-zangenite-a-brand-new-crystal-
structure-unlike-anything-seen-before/

Direct evidence found of an impact and
tsunami in North Carolina
https://www.earth.com/news/direct-
evidence-of-extraterrestrial-impact-and-
tsunami-north-carolina-paint-hill/

GIA Uncovers Quartz Posing as Emerald

https://rapaport.com/news/gia-uncovers-
quartz-posing-as-emerald/

USGS Unveils New National Geologic Map
https://kottke.org/25/09/0047463-usgs-
unveils-new-national

How to go rockhounding for Maine gems
and crystals
https://www.bangordailynews.com/2025/0
9/07/outdoors/how-to-go-rockhounding-
for-maine-gems-and-crystals-joam40zk0Ow/

Lapis Lazulit The Forgotten Heavenly
Gemstone

S A Y httpé: MahsRefsiigenlesis.brgygeology/rocks

-and-minerals/lapis-lazuli-forgotten-
heavenly-gemstone/

a2NROO2 oNBlF{la Ayil?2
powerhouses with discovery of high-grade
deposits

https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/ma
rkets/morocco-breaks-into-africas-gold-
powerhouses-with-discovery-of-high-grade-
deposits/Ipb09bp

Goodbye to gold and platinumt this little-
known gem costs hundreds of dollars per
carat and is only found in Sri Lanka
https://istudentpro.com/goodbye-to-gold-
and-platinum-this-little-known-gem-costs-
hundreds-of-dollars-per-carat-and-is-only-
found-in-sri-lanka-60816/
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Charles County Fair Judges have
confirmed Club Members Excellence

8-12 September, the Charles County
Fair was held south of LaPlata, MD and
three (3) of the SMRM members had
submitted portions of their collections..
Three Ribbons later....

Kenny passes on his congratulations
on everyone's accomplishments! The Club
really showed well this year. Kenny is
recommending to have a Club table set up
for the Rock and Mineral Show with our Fair
Submissions and ribbons to show Club
member accomplishments. If interested in
showing the items and ribbons please
contact Kenny before our at the September
meeting. He also would like prior award
winners to display their rock
accomplishments. Please contact Kenny.
Promises to be an interesting table to show
off what club members can do.

Ellis Myers -

One of our "junior" members that
thoroughly enjoys showing off his
collection. He received a "FIRST PREMIUM"
Blue Ribbon for his display. Congrats Young
Man!!

e

THULITE
NILLFJORS, NORWAY

Sue Knower

Sue submitted this beautiful
necklace and received an "HONORABLE
MENTION".

Page 11 of 23



ROCK TALK SEPTEMBER 2025

Kenny Jameson The Poppy Jasper Pendant was
submitted in the Arts Building with Hand

) ] Made Necklaces. Tough competition with
submitted my work. The people checking accomplished Artists for Judges. Not only

me in were so impress_ed with my hat they did I get 1st but the Judge left a note saying
asked for me to submit thataswell. ( I t " s a perf®actl ™ ppaondtand cul arly

good thing | wasn’t Wﬁoﬂorehcﬂm%at&’néher clothing
with rocks attached to it.) This got fourth.

| was wearing the hat when |

startoa
has
urgery

3? Office of the Sheriff oy Brown

UNDERSHERIFF

We have been made aware of multiple coyotes sightings within
Monroe County. 'lypiulty coyotes are nocturnal, but It Is not uncom-

mon to see them during the day. MmtymmbNo‘l’mh
call 911. However, there are certain behaviors that are cause for
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National Limestone (Middleburg and
Mount Pleasant Mills, PA gquarries)
by Dave Lines

: N
Nan

I §

The weather was cloudy and
pleasant when we arrived at the quarry
office for our 9:30 am meeting with the
quarry owner. The predicted high
temperature was a relatively cool (for July)
84 degrees. After everyone had checked in
and signed a waiver form, Eric asked us to
gather in front of him where he could make
eye contact with each person. Then he
gave us his signature testimony that he is a
“boagain” Christian w
Jesus Christ is the son of God and that he
wants us to all go to Heaven. Wow.

Power ful stuff . -felt Eric
. . . YOU
message is the only reason he gives up his T i
. . STONE

Saturday mornings to let Rock and Mineral NAT”’%f
clubs collect specimens in his quarries. Itis : " From

g g q Southern Marylund 3
a very popular destination which has _ Rock and Mineral Clu

become increasingly difficult to get into —-
for example, | called the quarry in March,
and the first available date was July 26",
Incredible. After this, Eric gave us a safety
brief. There had beei
week and we would be the first group to '
look at it. Stay inside the bermed area and
remain clear of the high walls. Then we
took a group picture of the 15 of us [from
left to right: Bernie, Hugo, John W., Maria,
Harry, Tina, Paula, Joe, (owner Eric), Rich,
Renee. Pat, Lorna S., Ralph B., and Tim.
(Dave took the picture)]
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We caravanned from the office into
the Middleburg quarry in search of the new
shot. We headed to where we spotted a
large excavator and a huge loader. There

was some new material, but no shot that A little before noon, Rich and | made
was accessible. Nevertheless, we spread a very brief trip to the upper bench on the
out and spent the next two hours looking west side of this quarry to pick up some

for specimens. We were amply rewarded travertine (or cave flowstone). Surprisingly,
with many finds of calcite crystals to % inch we found only a few scraps (due in most

in nice, sparkly clusters. We looked for part to the large number of clubs collecting
“vuggy rocks” becaus e inthbqdry) WhicSwe Willgh/d aRay 4t dne
clusters of crystals were hiding. A few well upcoming club meeting. At 12:00 pm we all
place taps with a 3-pound hammer and a caravanned to the Mount Pleasant Mills
sharp chisel generally were all that was quarry about 10 miles away.

needed to split those rocks to reveal the
glittering calcite crystals in the interior
pockets in the rock. Beautiful specimens.
Some folks, like Renee, who did well,
searched specifically for purple fluorite
which was found inside chunks of massive
white calcite.

Frankly, we found very little there because
of little mining activity since our last visit.
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So, after 30 minutes, we migrated to the
wavellite pit(s) on the upper back side of

the ridge. As soon as we got there, the
weather began to deteriorate, and we could
hear distant thunder. We all frantically
“surface s&pgwithed” t
mediocre success. Pat had a bit more back

in the 1% pit. However, our trip took a

sudden pause when a loud clap of thunder
occurred very nearby. As a matter of
“safety” (because st
good lightning rods) and because it started
raining, we immediately ended the trip. We
were glad to have an opportunity to collect

at both National Limestone quarries once

again and hope to continue in the future —-
however long that may be (because the
owner’'s son has said
trips when his father stops.)
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Field Trip Report for Contrary Creek,

VA on August 23, 2025

by Dave Lines

Gold, garnets and magnetite! With
the price of an ounce of gold currently at
$3,500, gold panning can be quite
interesting — and lucrative (Note: as of 9-
16-2025, gold has risen to over $3,700 per
ounce). Even an amateur could get rich ---
at least theoretically! However, the reality
is: --- it takes a LOT of work, muscle,
patience, and some luck. Contrary Creek
near Mineral, VA is a location that allows us
to find some real gold. The stream flows
through an area of several historic gold
mines and other types of mining that
occurred in the gold-pyrite belt running
through Virginia generally in a line from the
northeast to the southwest. There is ample
evidence along this stream of mining in the
form of mine tailings (piled in some place
right to the
g | a s msmelting oee is plentiful), and
much highly mineralized rock containing
freshly broken quartz, schist, garnets,
pyrite, magnetite, actinolite, and more.

stream e

Some of the pyrite found by Debbie

Gold is a challenge to find, but it is
there. Witness the Contrary Creek 9-pound
nugget found here i
the Smithsonian. We have found small
amounts of gold here time after time over
the years --- check out the gold | collected
here on our 2010 trip. [see attached
picture.] The technique is simple --- dig a
hole in the stream gravel (all the way to
bedrock if you can), and pan the gravel,
mud, and sand from the lowest level that
you can reach. With some luck, you will see
a few specks of bright yellow gold at the
bottom of your gold pan. If you are really
lucky, those specks may be large enough to
pick up (these are
Moarg ers. Itsisrﬂ%w| wprlf, lhubalw?ys‘ s |
with a feeling of excited anticipation to see
what will be in the very bottom of your pan.
Gold is heavy --- very heavy. With a specific
gravity of 19, it is 19 times heavier than
water and six times heavier than quartz.
When you shake your gold pan, the gold
drops quickly to the bottom. You then stop
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shaking and wash off the top layers of sand of Contrary Creek beneath the Rt 322
and gravel from your pan. Repeat as highway bridge.

necessary. The heavy gold stays on the
bottom. While panning, you may spot
garnet crystals (dodecahedron shaped ---
like little soccer balls) in your pan. Or
magnetite crystals --- eight-sided
octahedron shaped (like 2 back-to-back
pyramids). Or pyrite crystals (cubes). There
are many nuances to selecting a likely
location to dig.

This bedrock of schist in this exact
location is formed in natural vertical parallel
ridges that catch gold. [See attached
picture.] One of our club members once
found two ounces of gold nuggets right
here.

Gold found in 2010 by Dave Lines

What a day that was! Anyway, our

> smal | group of 6 (Dave,
A bend in the stream where hvy Rich, Mike S., John W., and beginner Debra
gold settles on the inside edge; behind a big M.) happily spent the morning digging and

panning. The water and the shadow from
the bridge kept us cool. And our finds kept
us happy.

rock where the water slows enough to
allow the gold to settle; or where a natural
gold trap occurs --- such as in the bedrock
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Dave's visiting son Jeff enjoys panning -- he

started at a gold mine tailings pile in

Some of the natural schist "gold trap" Breckenridge, Colorado exactly 30 years
ridges under the bridge ago

&

7

This picture taken by John Weigand
captures both the beauty and ugliness of
Contrary Creek. Acid water due to sulfuric

acid from pyrite. No aquatic life in the Dave's Black Widow
water. Trees falling into the creek. Yet an
intriguing place.
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Calvert Marine Museum Fossil Club
Sponsored Upcoming Lectures

Sunday,September28,2025.2:30a free
public lecture in the Harms Gallery at the
Calvert Marine Museum. Dr. Briana
Pobiner(Smithsonian Institution,
Anthropology) will speak on dTheRoleof
Scavengingn HumanEvolutiong

SundayNovemberl6,2025.2:30free
public lecture by CMM Research Associate
StephenGroff, in the Harms Gallery at the
Calvert Marine Museum. Stephen will
present on the discovery of tiny but
incredibly well-preserved Miocenefossilpea
crabsfrom along CalvertCliffs

Dr. Briana Pobiner

Research Scientist and Museum Educator
Human Origins Program,

Department of Anthropology
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY

CMM Department of Paleontology Research
Associate, StephenGroff.
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SOUTHERN MARYLAND
ROCEK, MINERAL, AND FOSSIL SHOW
SATURDAY OCTOBER 4, 2025
9 am to 4 pm
DD WAL DDDRF SCHDIOL

3074 CRAIN HIGHWAY [Rt 301), WALDORF MD 20601

[next to Jaycees Hall)
ADMISSION DONATION: 53, CHILDREN 12 AND UNDER FREE WITH
AN ADULT. Visit SMREMC_ong FOR & 51 OFF COUPON

FREE rocks for all Kids. FREE Door prizes every 30 minutes.

THE HOUDAYS ARE COMING
LOTS OF UNMJILUE GIFTS
OVER 45 TABLES
*ROCKS *CRYSTALS *FOSSILS
*HAMNDCRAFTED JEWELRY
*LAPIDARY *MIMNERALS
*AUORESCENT TENT *DISPLAYS

SOUTHERN MARYLAND
ROCE, MINERAL, AND FOSSIL SHOW
SATURDAY OCTOBER 4, 2025
9 am to 4 pm
OLD WALDORF SCHOOL

3074 CRAIN HIGHWAY (Rt 301), WALDORF MD 20601

[next to Jaycees Hall)
ADMISSION DONATHON: $3, CHILDREN 12 AND UNDER FREE WITH
AN ADULT. Visit SMEMC_org FOR A 51 OFF COUPON

FREE rocks for all Kids. FREE Door prizes every 30 minutes.

THE HOLIDAYS ARE COMING
LOTS OF UNMQIUE GIFTS
OVER 45 TABLES
*ROCKS *CRYSTALS *FOSSILS
*HANDCRAFTED JEWELRY
*LAPIDARY *MINERALS
*FLUORESCENT TENT *[DMSPLAYS

WEBSITE: WWW_SMRMC ORG
FOLLOW LS DM FACEBDD: Southern Maryland Rock and
Mineral Cluly

VEMD:OR APPLICATIONS OR QUUESTIOMNS?
CONTACT Kenny Jameson THRU WEBSITE: SMRMC.0rg

FOLLOW S DM FACEBOD: Southemn Maryland Rock and
Mineral Club

VEMDOR APPLICATIONS OR QUESTIONS?
CONTACT Kenny Jameson THRU WEBSITE: SMRMC.org

SOUTHERN MARYLAND
ROCEK, MINERAL, AND FOSSIL SHOW
SATURDAY OCTOBER 4, 2025
9 am to 4 pm
OLD WALDODRF SCHONDIL

3074 CRAIN HIGHWAY [Rt 301), WALDDRF MD 20601

[next to laycees Hall)
ADMISSION DOMATION: 53, CHILDREN 12 AND UNDER FREE WITH
AN ADULT. Visit SMRMC.ong FOR A 51 OFF COUPON

FREE rocks for all Kids. FREE Door prizes avery 30 minutes.

THE HOUDAYS ARE COMING
LOTS OF UNIQUE GIFTS
OVER 45 TABLES
*ROCKS *CRYSTALS *FOSSILS
T *HANDCRAFTED JEWELRY
*LAPIDARY *MIMERALS
*AUORESCENT TENT *DISPLAYS

FOLLOW US DN FACEBOO: Southern paryland Rock and
Mineral Clulb

VEMDOR APPLICATIONS OR QUUESTIOMS?
CONTACT Eenny Jameson THRU WEBSITE: SMRMC.0rg

SOUTHERN MARYLAND
ROCE, MINERAL, AND FOSSIL SHOW
SATURDAY OCTOBER 4, 2025
9 am to 4 pm
OLD WALDORF SCHOOL

3074 CRAIN HIGHWAY (Rt 301), WALDDRF MID 20600

[next to Jaycees Hall)
ADBMISSION DOMATION: 53, CHILDREM 12 AND UNDER FREE WITH
AN ADVULT. Visit SMBMC.org FOR A 51 OFF COUPDN

FREE rocks for all Kids. FREE Door prizes every 30 minutes.

THE HOLIDAYS ARE COMING
LOTS OF UNIQUE GIFTS
OVER 45 TABLES
*ROCKS *CRYSTALS *FOSSILS
"HANDCRAFTED JEWELRY
*LAPMDARY *MINERALS
*FLUMDRESCENT TENT *DISPLAYS

SEONSORED BY SOUTHERN MARYIANMD ROCKANMD MINERAL
LLUG
WEESITE WIRIA SR ARIC OFG
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK: Southern Maryland Rock and
Kineral Club

VENDOR APPLICATIONS OR QUESTIONS?
CONTACT Kenmy Jameson THRU WEBSITE: SMRMC.Og
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te Atlantic Coast * * » 60%<2 annual

GEM, MINERAL, JEWELHY““"F(]SSIL

fesented by...
THE GEM CUTTERS GUILD of BALTIMORE

A at
%ﬁ HOWARD COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

WEST FRIENDSHIP., MD Yeugg

Saturday. September 27th, 2025 <10 A.M. to 6 P.M.
Sunday. September 28th. 2025 =10 A.M. to 5 P.M.

January February March
Garnet & Carnation Amethyst & Violet Aquamarine & Daffodil
% ‘ ‘ .' - — 5 4 \
April May \ June

Diamond & Sweet Pea Emerald & Lily Alexandrite & Rose

July August September
Ruby & Larkspur Spinel & Gladiolus Sapphire & Aster

October November December
Tourmaline & Marigold Topaz & Chrysanthemum  Tanzanite & Poinsettia
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PURPLE MINERALS AND GEMS - SEPTEMBER 2025

2 6 » ®»m 2 m 4 4 »w < T A4 m 2 >

By Rich Simcsak

L A P (0] E N | L A M R U o T
E A T A N Y4 A N | T E G H L
P P B Z N A | D | S B o E (0
| A H R Y4 o | S | T E X M L
D T (0] P A Z F L L T A H A |
(0] | X J P D Z R | N M o T T
L T Y A P o o Z D S T W | E
| E N S A D N R E U | L T T
T T (0] P D U | R | P D | E |
E | D E K T | w Y T A T K R
D L R R E H A G A T E E L U
A (0] A T P U R P U R | T E (0]
J | S P | N E L S M R M C L
D | A M (0] N D J S A X E T F
F S M N S E T | N A S S | (0]

Theses are few of the PURPLE Minerals and Gems one can find in the world.
AGATE JADE SAPPHIRES
ALEXANDRITE JASPER SARDONYX
AMETHYST KUNZITE SPINEL
APATITE LABRADORITE TANZANITE
DIAMOND LEPIDOLITE TOPAZ
FLOURITE LOLITE TOURMALINE
GARNET MOISSANITES ZOISITE
HEMATITE OBSIDIAN
HOWLITE OPAL
IOLITE PURPURITE
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The Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club

Meetings take place on the 4™ Tuesday of each month at
7:00pm

Held at the OLD WALDORF SCHOOL
Next to the Waldorf JayCees Hall
3074 Crain Highway, Waldorf, MD 20601

North of the RT 301 / RT 5 intersection

2 SONB 2y SVRMC.08G 0 Y
Also on FACEBOOK: Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral

Club
SMRMC OFFICERS
PRESIDENT
Tim Smith
Programs / Vice President Membership / Vice President
Jill Lee Carole Raucheisen
Secretary Webmaster
Teresa Jones Bob Davidson
Field Trip Chairman Treasurer
David Lines Greta G
Rock Talk Editor FACEBOOK Coordinator
Rich Simcsak Kurt Knower
ITEMS WANTED/FOR SALE If any member wants to sell material
to other club members, they can request to
Nothing at this time..... post it here for other club members to

evaluate if they really need it for their

collection / needs..
We all realize we have a little too

much of a good thing and must share those Contact the ROCK TALK Editor for
items with others - but at a cost. advertising space!!

Page 23 of 23


http://www.smrmc.org/uploads/3/4/4/8/3448020/2202886_orig.jpg?176

