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Message from the President

Hello everyone.
Did you know that in
June America cele-
brates Great Outdoors
Month? Tim Fuller-
ton, Director of New
Media, US Depart-
ment of the Interior,
recently sent out an
email to ALAA mem-
bers regarding Presi-
dent Obama's Ameri-
ca's Great Outdoors
(AGO) Initiative. Ac-
cording to Tim Fuller-
ton the AGO Initiative
is based on the tenet
that lasting conserva-
tion solutions should
start with the Ameri-
can people that no-
body knows which
places are most im-
portant to American
communities better
than the people that
live, work and recreate
in them. He says that
the Department of the
Interior and other

and implementing the
recommendations of
the AGO report.

| would hope that
Rockhounds will be
included in this
"survey" and that our
voices may be heard.
We all love the great
outdoors and spend a
lot of time on public
lands that are main-
tained with our tax
dollars. We need to
make our opinions
heard and make them
count! It seems that
the current trend in
the government is to
make our public lands
into "touch -me-not"
guest towels...you can
look, but do not touch.
We need to put a halt
to this mentality, or
our rockhounding
days will be over (not
to mention camping,
fishing, hiking, climb-
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EFMLS/AFMS News

Submitted by Jessica Dixon

The EFMLS President did an amazing job this month talk-
ing about the BLM issue. Check out what she had to say
and join the movement to protect our lands for future
rocking.

We were kindly recognized as being the first club to send
in a monetary donation for the auction at the convention
this year. Way to go SMRMC!

For more information on any of these articles, visit www.amfed.org/efmls

7 AFMS

Here is a last minute reminder of the AFMS/EFMLS
Convention in Syracuse, NY on July 6 10. If you are in-
terested in going to the show, be sure to visit the AFMS
website for more information!

For more information, visit www.amfed.org

Upcoming Shows and Events

Submitted by Ralph Gamba

August 6, 2011: 168 Annual Gem, Mineral, and Fossil Sale. Morris Museum Miner-
alogical Society. Trinity Hall Science Pavilion (Buildings 7 and 8) Delbarton School,
230 Mendham Rd. Morristown, NJ 07960. Call John Sanfacon at 973-267-2839.

August19i 21, 2011: Gem Minerdés Jubilee.
miles north of PA Turnpike, Exit 266, right on Rocherty Rd. www.gem-show.com.
717-838-8870. Friday and Saturday 10 AMi 6 PM. Sundayl10 AMi 4 PM. Admis-
sion $6. Children under 12 free.

September 17i 18, 2011: 46" Annual Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show. Central
Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club. www.rockandmineral.org. Zembo Shrine,
third and Division Streets, Harrisburg PA, Saturday 10 AM i 6PM, Sunday 10 AM1
5 PM. Admission $6.00.

September 24- 25, 2011: 47 Annual Atlantic Coast Gem, Mineral and Jewelry
Show. www.gemcuttersquild.com Howard County Fairgrounds, | 70 at Route 32,
West Friendship, MD Saturday 10 AM i 6PM, Sunday 10 AM1 5 PM. Admission
$5.00.

November 127 13, 2011. 2@ Annual Gem, Mineral, and Fossil Show. Northern
Virginia Mineral Club ( www.novamineralclub.org ) Saturday 10 AMi 6PM, Sunday
10 AMi 4 PM. Student Union Il Building, George Mason University Campus,
Braddock Rd and Route 123, Fairfax, VA. $5i Adults, $3 Seniors and Teens.
Scouts in uniform and Children under 12 free.

If anyone has information on any other local shows or rock events, contact Ralph

Gamba atrgamba@verizon.net, so they can be included in this list.
I
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May Minutes

By Cheryl Reese

DATE: May 24, 2011
MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:10 p.m.

GUESTS WERE WELCOMED AND INTRODUCED: Barry and Tish reside here and in Arizo-
na

TREASURER: No change
MEMBERSHIP:  No report

PROGRAMS: Programs still needed for June & July
Denise and Dennis Nelson were pleased with the response to their
program on gems and will return in November for another program

FIELD TRIPS: May 28th Morefield Mine 9:30 -5:00

June 11 -Region IV of EFMLS Lake Anna Swap and picnic. Bring a
side dish. Swap from 9-2 followed by field trip to Contrary
Creek

June 11 - There is a 1 day 50% sale off the Larry Krause mineral

collection. Ralph has the flyer
July 2nd or 9th - Farmville VA, an amethyst location. $20/person
Dave is trying to get that price lowered
August TBD - Rhodenite Mine in Virginia, More info will be given later.

EDITOR: Jessica would like to see more reports and pictures of field trips or even
pictures of things that you find that may be interesting to other club members

WEBMASTER: There is a new |Iink on the website for
You can now register by phone, even if you are an out of county
resident. Payments are by credit card.

OLD BUSINESS: None

NEWBUSINESS: There is a new beach comberés club in
have asked if one of our club members would give a talk on the kind
of rocks and minerals they may find on one of their walks. If
interested, please see Polly.

ADJOURNED: Meeting was adjourned at 7:40 followed by refreshments provided by
Polly and Jessica and a program by Bob, Opal Fever Part Il
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Morefield Mine Trip

By Joe Dauvis, Pictures by Marco Pasquale de Pompa, Il

f | was not very impressed my first time at Morefield

Mine so | had no plans to go back. At the monthly
meeting Dave said that there
member onlyo day. When he as
ed not one person raised thei
" Dave to have to go alone so | volunteered. | should
~ have known, all of my military friends keep telling me

~ I neverever volunteer for anything. As soon as |
~ said that | would go, Dave to
- ing, He already had other plans for that day. Before |

could withdraw my offer, Tina told Paula that Harry

and she would join us. | was able to talk the two new members, Ralph and Marco into going
with us also.

Saturday morning we started off for the mine. Thanks to a wrong turn on the Powhite
Parkway we were running a few minutes late as usual. We arrived at the mine to find Harry
and Tina out in front of the office waiting for us like parents waiting for their daughter to
come home from her first date. The mine was a little busy and judging by the number of
small children, the fAclub member onlyod was not

Ten thirty in the morning and it was already getting hot. The humidity was so high that
moi sture was just hanging in the air. 't di dn
finding plenty of amazonite and shiny books of mica. We were also finding an occasional
garnet or quartz crystal. There were also chunks of smoky quartz in a feldspar matrix.
Some people were talking about common opal but
quartz. With a little looking around, we all started finding small pieces of amethyst of vary-
ing degree of darkness. Late in the day, after the second dump, there was a short but very
heavy shower. The hard rain pounded down the dust and fine dirt. Before it even finished
small chips of garnet were beginning to appear right before my eyes, covering the dump
sight. Before | was ready to go | was being told that the mine closing. | was having such a
good time that | lost track of time.

We left the mine and went out, where we were treated to dinner . | had a great day spend-
ing time with my new friends.
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Caution, Falling Rock

By Ralph Gamba

Webve all seen the sign CAUTI ON, FALLI NG ROCK
Occasionally, we will see a few stones or maybe a boulder or two that fell from a roadcut.
Then there is the boulder that fell along side of US 321, near Pigeon Forge, Tennessee.

We collect in quarries and near roadcuts and need to be aware of the danger of falling
rocks. The law of gravity has not been repealed. Just ask anyone who recently weighed
themselves. Objects fall. The actions of water, freezing water, and temperature changes can
dislodge rocks from roadcuts and quarry walls. If we are not careful, these rocks can fall on
us collectors, causing serious injuries and even death. A helmet, no matter how strong,
would not protect anyone from a boulder like the one in the above picture.

When collecting in quarries and roadcuts, be aware of any danger. Examine your sur-
roundings. If the rocks look loose, they probably are. Even if it looks safe, it still may not be
safe. Stay a safe distance from quarry walls. Being foolish and unsafe could lead to losing
our access to collecting in quarries. We could also lose our lives. Remember the boulder on
the side of US 321. CAUTION, FALLING ROCK.
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